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INTRODUCTION. 


\ N the following Treatiſe 1 have con- 
ö 1 fin'd my ſelf to plain Reaſoning. For 
1 nothing can be more diſingenuous than 
to dreſs up a Controverſial Work, under 
a ſubtle and artful Diſguiſe of Words, that 
® ſerves only to impoſe upon the Under- 
! ſtanding, and delude the Unwary. And 
if our Adverſaries had kept within due 
Bounds, and put the whole Trial upon 
Reaſon and fair Argument, I ſhou'd have 
given my ſelf no farther Trouble. 

But * all the Arts of Inſinuation, 
Falſifying, and Fawning, have been usd 
to enlarge the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and 
ſeduce young Gentlemen that might be 
Bleſſings to the Publick; and ſince it too 
often happens, that ſome of them are de- 
luded with this Perſuaſion; that thoſe who 
are call d Free-Thinkers, are Candid and 
Ingenuous Perſons, that they are too po- 
lite to reliſh any thing that is Mean and 
Groſs; and expreſs nothing bur excellent 
Senſe, and Reaſon, and that with good 
Manners, 1 ſhall preſume; by way of Intro- 
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duction, to ſhew that they are not Men of 


ſuch Temper and Candor as ſome are apft 


to imagine: but that they have diſcover'd 
ſuch an extraordinary Degree of Rude- 
neſs and IIl- manners, as ev'ry one that 
claims the Character of a Gentleman, and 
makes any Pretences to good Breeding , 
ought, for the ſake of his own Reputa- 
tion, to condemn. | 

For ſurely good Breeding teaches Men 
an Averſion to whatever is inſolent, ſcur- 
rilous and abuſive. Rude Reflections and 
dirty Expreſſions, one wou'd think, ſhould 


be as Offenſive to a well-bred Man, as harſh . 


Sounc's to a well-skill'd Muſitian. And 
no Pretence to Wit or Gallantry can be a 
ſufficient Warrant for thoſe exceſſive Li- 


berties, that our pretended Free-T hinkers 


ſeem to take, not unadviſedly, but with 
Pleaſurc and Deliberation, 

I will venture to fay , that 'tis incon- 
ſiſtent with Decency and good Manners 
to ridicule and aſperſe a whole Order of 
Men, whom the Wiſdom of all Nations 
has thought fit to reverence and®*eſ//eens 
very highly; or to repreſent thoſe Societies 
as vile and deſpicable, that have been ap- 
3 by the Publick, with the utmoſt 

rudence and Caution, for the ſupport of 
Learning and Religion. Whatever our 
Adverſaries may think, ſome Regard is due 
to the Voice of Mankind, and what they 
0 
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do not approve of, they might vouchſafe 
to mention with Decency, and good 


* Manners. 


But how they have fail'd in theſe Re- 
ſpecs, I come now to examine. 


I ſhall begin my Obſervations from the 


Book intitul'd, The Rights of the Chriſtian 


Church aſſerted. That weak Book indeed 
is little elſe but one continu'd Abuſe from 
Beginning to End. However there are 
ſome extraordinary Strokes in it, which 
deſerve particular Notice. Thus for In- 
ſtance, they wou'd have it believ'd, that 


* zhe beſt Religion has had the Misfortune 


to have the worſt Prieſts — that 
they are no better than Spiritual Make- 
baits, Bareters, Beautifeus, and [ncendiaries 
and make Churches ſerve to worſe Purpoſes 
than Bear-Gardens, where Beaſts are only 
the Combatants. 

Doubtleſs ſuch Expreſſions diſcover a 
lively Genius, uncommon Thought, and 
admirable Breeding ! But why are theſe 
polite and good - natur'd Turns ſo pro- 
fuſely beſtow'd upon the Clergy ? Becauſe 
they are 1 as % contend 
earneſtly for thoſe ſacred Inſtitutions, that 
were eſtabliſn'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Certainly the Pagan Prieſts were as Zea- 


* 
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lous for Things, that were but meer hu- 
mane Inventions, and thoſe wild and ex- 
travagant; only they had the good For- 
tune not to be ſo moleſted and oppos d 
for diſcharging their Offices. 

Agrecably to this Strain, all the Evil 
that is done under the Sun, is charg d up- 
on the Clergy. For ſay the Authors of 
the Rights, * What Amos the Prophet in 
another Senſe ſpeaks of the Lord, may be 
fitly enough apply d to them. Is there any 
Evil in the City, and have they not done 
it? So that it ſeems there are no Sparks 
of Ambition, Envy, or Cruelty, to be 
found amongſt the Reſt of Mankind: but 
this World would be a compleat Paradiſe, 
and all Things wou'd reſt in Peace and 
Harmony, if this Wicked Set of Men were 
utterly cur off, 

I need not dwell long upon the Noti- v 
ons that theſe Men entertain concerning at 
the Diſpoſition of the Clergy: for they E 
have told us in a Word what their Opi- | zs 
nion is. ꝙ In a Word, ſay they, if Love, |} ot 
Charity, Meekneſs, Benevolence, Modera- | H 
tion, Condeſcention, and ſuch like Virtues || 
be eſſential to a Chriſtian Church, I fhou'd 
be glad to ſee a Church even among the o 
Reform d, where theſe are not in a great | 1o 
Meaſure deſtroy'd, by the Hatred and Ani- R 
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moſity the Clergy have ſown, and the Feuds, 
Quarrels, and Perſecutions they have occa- 


fon d about their Independent Eccleſiaſtical 


Power. 


Thus it is, the poor unhappy Clergy⸗ 


2 who ſhould be the Guides and Inſtructors 
of others, are not allow'd to have even a 
common Share of the beſt Virtues and 
* Graces: but on the contrary, the greateſt 


Diſorders that ariſe in the World, Envy- 
ings, Wrath, Bitterneſs, and Blood-ſhed, 
are as ſeverely imputed to them, as if 
there was not one Man beſides that wou'd, 
of his own Accord, engage in a warm 
Conteſt. Such Inſtances may convince us 
how much our Adverſaries excel in thoſe 
Virtues and Graces, which they mention 
ſo particularly. 

With greater Appearance of Wit,. but 
with equal Candor and good Manners, we 
are told by the Author of the Lerter 
Enthuſiaſm, that * had not the Prieſts,. as 
is uſual perferr'd the Love of Blood to all 
other Paſſions, they might m a merrier 
Way, perhaps, have evaded the greateſs 
Force of our Reforming Spirit. 

Such noble Repreſentations wou'd' tempt 
one to imagine that Prieſts are a ſtran 
ſort of Beings, not deſcended of humane 
Race; at leaſt that they are Perſons of pe- 
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culiar Conſtitutions; or elſe, that Miſchief 
1s the chief Work that belongs to their 
Office. And Mr. Marvel has given us a 
remarkable Hint of this Kind, ſpeaking 
of the Reign of Conſtantine. * — his 
Reign, ſays he, the moſt ſober Hiſtorians 
date that new Diſeaſe (that is Contention) 
which was ſo generally propagated then, and 
ever ſince tranſmitted to ſome of their Suc- 
ceſſors, that it hath given Occaſion to in- 
quire, whether it only happend to thoſe 
Men as it might to others, or were not in- 
herent to the very Function. 

But to return to the Authors of the 
Rights. As they will not allow the Clergy 
to have any Charity, Gentleneſs or Com- 
paſſion; ſo neither will they grant them 
any Meaſure of Sincerity and Honeſty: but 
they ſuppoſe them to have no greater Aim, 
than only to gratify their Ambition and 
inlarge their Power, even whilſt they are 
preſerving what 1s committed to their 
Truſt, and diſcharging the moſt folemn 
Offices. A Queſtion 1s put in the Book 
of the Rights, why the Clergy introduc'd 
a certain Cuſtom ? The Anſwer is con- 
fus'd enough. + For the ſame reaſon in 
all probability, that other Abſurdities crept 
into Religion, to advance their Intereſt 
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and Power. For had Excommunication 
conſiſted, as at firſt, in avoiding the Con- 
verſation of an Ill- Man, and perhaps 
placing him at ſome diſtance from the reſt 
ef the Congregation, as the Excommunt- 
cated were among the eus, the Clergy 
cou'd not well pretend any more Power m 
this Matter, than the reſt of the Church. 
But this was no ways agreeable to their 
Ambition, which coud only be ſatisfy'd 
with abſolute Power; and therefore they 
made it their buſineſs to perſuade the Peo- 
ple, that receiving the Lord's Supper was 
neceſſary to Salvation, and that only they 
had a Right to give it, being appointed by 
God, the ſole Fudges, who ſhoud, and who 
ſbou'd not Communicate; which was no leſs 
than claiming a Power of putting whom 
they pleas'd, in a State of Damnation. And 
the more to incline People to think ſo, they 
bretended a Right, not only to exclude em 
rom the Sacraments, but from all Church 
Duties; which they declar'd was turning 
Men out of the Church of Chriſt, the ord:- 
nary Way of Salvation, But not content 
with this, which one wou'd think ſhou'd ſa- 
tisfy the moſt ambitious ( ſince it was claim- 
ing a Divine Power, and ſetting themſelves 
in the Place of God) they declar'd that 
thoſe they Excommunicated, ought to be 
un d and avoided by ev ry one, &c. I may 

be allow'd to put Queſtions as well _ our 
Adver- 
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Adverſaries; and how decent theſe Con- 
ſtructions are, may be 1 from 
the following Enquires. May it not be 
ſuppos d, that the Clergy made it their 
Buſineſs to perſuade the People, that the 
Receiving the Lord's Supper was neceſſary 
to Salvation, becauſe they ſincerely be- 
liev d that God had made it fo by his own 
Injuntions? Is it not poſſible to imagine, 
that they claim d the ſole Right of Ad- 
miniſtring it, becauſe they had learn d that 
he had limited that Right to them and 
their Succeſſors? And might they not ex- 
clude Men from the Sacraments, and other 
Church Duties; and alſo declare, that 
thoſe they excommunicated, ought to be 
ſnun'd and avoided, becauſe they were 
firmly perſuaded, that it was the Will of 
God, and very proper for the Correction 
and Humiliation of Sinners, and for pre- 
ſerving the Good and Virtuous from the 
like —— Muſt ſuch Doctrines 
and Practices neceſſarily flow from Pride 
and Ambition? Or can theſe Men ſo well 
diſcern the Thoughts and Inclinations of 
Men's Hearts, as to frame a right Judge- 
ment from thence? 

I know indeed, that what the Clergy 
think and determine concerning theſe 
Matters, is of no Weight with our Ad- 
verſaries; tho they ground their Doctrines 
upon the beſt Foundation, and ſpeak 

with 
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with the greateſt Integrity. For * what 
a Folly and Madneſs is it (ſay theſe Rea- 
ſoners) to take the Clergy's Word in Things 


relating to their own Power and Furiſdi- 


ction; and ſuffer em to judge in their own 
Cauſe, and decide where their own Intereſt 
is concern d, as they muſt, if they are Fudges 
in Matters of Religion. That is, what 
Folly and Madnels is it to take any Man's 
Word in Matters relating to his own Pro- 
feſſion? Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that they who never made it their Buſi- 
neſs, are much more capable of Determin- 
ing? No doubt but theſe are the People, and 
Wiſdom ſhall die with them. 

But, now what is worſt of all, our Ad- 
verſaries endeavour, as much as is poſlible, 
with rude and abuſive Language, fo to di- 
vide the Clergy and the Laity, as to put 
them in a perpetual State of Enmity, by 
repreſenting the former, as Men that are 


continually aiming to Lord it over God's 


Heritage; and carrying on Projects direct- 
ly contrary to the Intereſts of the Laity. 
Thus they labour to create the moſt im- 
placable Hatred and Animoſities amongſt 


thoſe, who for the ſake of their Eternal 


Intereſt, ought always to be hearty Friends. 
What elſe do they mean, when they talk 
of the F Ambition of ſuch Men, whom no- 


P. 192. + See the Cloſe of the 1ſt Chap. +P.142, 143. 
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Adverſaries; and how decent theſe Con- 
ſtructions are, may be 2 from 
the following Enquires. ay it not be 
ſuppos d, that the Clergy made it their 
Buſineſs to perſuade the People, that the 
Receiving the Lord's Supper was neceſſary 
to Salvation, becauſe they ſincerely be- 
liev d that God had made it fo by his own 
Inj unctions? Is it not poſſible to imagine, 
that they claim d the ſole Right of Ad- 
miniſtring it, becauſe they had learn d that 
he had limited that Right to them and 
their Succeſſors? And might they not ex- 
clude Men from the Sacraments, and other 
Church Duties; and alſo declare, that 
thoſe they excommunicated, ought to be 
ſhun'd and avoided, becauſe they were 
firmly perſuaded, that it was the Will of 
God, and very proper for the Correction 
and Humiliation of Sinners, and for pre- 
ſerving the Good and Virtuous from the 
like mphions? Muſt ſuch Doctrines 
and Practices neceſſarily flow from Pride 
and Ambition? Or can theſe Men ſo well 
diſcern the Thoughts and Inclinations of 
Men's Hearts, as to frame a right Judge- 
ment from thence? 

I know indeed, that what the Clergy 
think and determine concerning thele 
Matters, is of no Weight with our Ad- 
verſaries; tho they ground their Doctrines 
upon the beſt Foundation, and ſpeak 

with 
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with the greateſt Integrity. For * what 
a Folly and Madneſs is it (ſay theſe Rea- 
ſoners) to take the Clergy's Word in Things 


relating to their own Power and Furiſdi- 


ction; and ſuffer em to judge in their own 
Cauſe, and decide where their own Intereſt 
is concern d, as they muſt, if they are Fudges 
in Matters of Religion. | That is, what 
Folly and Madnels is it to take any Man's 
Word in Matters relating to his own Pro- 
feſſion? Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that they who never made it their Buſi- 
neſs, are much more capable of Determin- 
ing? No doubt but theſe are the People, and 
Wiſdom ſhall die with them. 

But, now what is worſt of all, our Ad- 
verſaries endeavour, as much as is poſlible, 
with rude and abuſive Language, fo to di- 
vide the Clergy and the Laity, as to put 
them in a perpetual State of Enmicy, by 
repreſenting the former, as Men that are 


continually aiming to Lord it over God's 


Heritage; and carrying on Projects direct- 
ly contrary to the Intereſts of the Laity. 
Thus they labour to create the moſt im- 
placable Hatred and Animoſitics amongſt 


thoſe, who for the ſake of their Eternal 


Intereſt, ought always to be hearty Friends. 
What elſe do they mean, when they talk 
of the F Ambition of ſuch Men, whom no- 
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thing would ſatisfy beſides governing ihe 
People arbitrarily and uncontroulably, and 


who have made no better Uſe of their 


Power, than to enſlave all who ſubmitted 
to it, and to render thoſe miſerable who 
on d not own it. That they ſo manag'd 
the Credulity and Simplicity of the poor 
Laity, as to make 'em fight their Battels, 
and ruin and deſiroy one another, upon this 


Angle Queſtion, whether they ſpou d be Slaves 


(the neceſſary Conſequence of @ Divine un- 


alterable Power) to this or that Set of 


Ecclefiaſticks * What can be the Deſign 
of all this Railing, but only to perſuade 
the Laity, that they muſt expect to reap 
nothing but Miſery and Slavery, if they 
will ſuffer the Clergy to execute that Power, 
which they claim, as given them by God? 
And that therefore they ſhou'd throw off 
all Regard for their Function, and treat 
them not as Shepherds, but Wolves. 

Even the Decency, and Solemnity of 
Adminiſtring the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the Prieſts ſtanding within the 
Rails, for the more convenient Celebra- 
tion, is made an Inſtance of his Pride, 
and.Lording it over the Laity. * A Place 
it ſeems too too Holy for the profane and vile 
Laity to be admitted into ; and therefore 
the Prieſt, clad in his pompous Formalitzes, 
zs to ſtand there alone. 
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But there is one Paſſage ſo loaded, that 
I need not look further. //hat can be 
hop'd from Aſſemblies of Prieſts, whoſe pri- 
vate Intereſt, as it is diametrically oppoſite 
to that of the People, ſo their Synods have 
been generally ſpeaking, compos'd of the moſt. 
Ambitious, the moſt Crafty, and moſt De- 


ning, better wers'd in the Arts of Flat- 


tering and Fawning on great Men, than in 
the Knowledge of Religion? This is declar- 
ing plainly, that the Intereſts of Prieſt and 
People cannot ſtand together, and that 
the moſt conſiderable amongſt the Clergy, 
have been the moſt conſiderable Villains. 
1 ſhall now leave theſe Gentlemen for 
the preſent, and enquire how the Socinians 
mean the Engliſh Socinians) have ob- 
ſerv'd the Rules of Decency. And I be- 
lieve it will appear, that they are as re- 
markabie for this Way of Writing, as 
other þree-T hinkers, 


I begin with the Author of the Accurate 
Examination of the Principal Texts, uſually 
alledg d for the Divinity of our Saviour, &c. 
In his Preface to Mr. Milbourn, ke beſtows 
ſome kind Reflections upon the Univer- 
ſities. He inquires why Mr. Milbourn had 
call'd T. F. pert Smatterer in Ignorance? 
And tells him, F 1 ſuppoſe, the meaning 16 


„ 
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T. F. has had his Education at London; 
not at Cambridge or Oxford ; he knows no- 
thing of Predicables, Predicaments, and 
Syllogiſms; nor has he ever learn'd there to 


Drink the third or fourth Bottle, for his 


own Share. What an unhappy Education | 


was this, that his Friends took no Care to 
make him a Fool and à Debauch ; that the 
Gifts and Impreſſions of God and Nature, 
have not been effac'd by a ſort of Inſtitution, 
which ſometimes to make a Scholar defaces 
both the Man and the Chriſtian ? This 
Gentleman was certainly in the Right (if 
he was reſoly'd to ſtick at nothing to ſerve 
his own Party) to decry Logick and Uni- 
verſity Education: for thereby Scholars 
are enabled to diſcover ſuch Evaſions and 
Fallacies, as ſome deſigning Men wou'd 
thruſt upon the World for Reaſoning. But 
that Drinking the third or fourth Bottle, 
ſhou'd be made one Part of their Inſtru- 
cton, is ſurprizing indeed ! I never yet 
heard of any Lectures of that Nature. 
The Reſt is yet more curious; Foot and 
Debanch ; Defacing both the Man and the 


Chriſtian, are none of the ſofteſt Words, 


I preſume, nor ſuch as argue a very tender, 
forgiving Temper: And yet this Writer 
gravely ſays in the ſame Page and Column. 
See, Sir, we can be affronted and abus d, 
without making haſt to revenge our Selves, 


We 
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We are very ſenſible of this indeed, up- 
on more Accounts than one: for ſoon after 
his Bolts are leveld againſt the Clergy. 
* This is the Man, ſays he, with whom we 
have to deal, without Faith, and without 
Conſcience, unleſs as the Church diretts ; 
nay, and he dares profeſs too, to be other- 
wiſe without either. Neither is L. M. alone, 
but there are many others that believe their 
Paradoxes no more than we do, but they 
ſubdue firſt their Conſciences, and after- 
wards their Minds to the Sophiſtries uſually 
alledg d to prove them, ſo long as Holy Mo- 
ther Church ( which can diſpoſe of their 
Fortunes in this World) recommends. this 
Belief, as the Condition of holding a Par- 
ſonage or a Vicarage, or 4 getting a Dean- 
ery or 4 Prebend. On the ſame Conditions, 
Mother Shipton ſhou'd be as ſacred and in- 
fallible with them, as Mother Church.” This 
is juſt ſuch a handſome Reſentment, as is 
expreſs'd in a Paſſage that I have cited in 
my firſt Chapter, from the Introduction 
to the Engliſh Socinian Tracts. 

A moſt flaming Inſtance of this Kind, 
we have, in what 1s intituled, Two Letters 
touching the Trinity and Incarnation. The 
Firſt, urging the Belief of the Athanaſian 
Creed. The Second, an Anſwer thereto. 
Anſwer, pag. 2. Moſt of thoſe whom the 
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Church has ſet up for the Conduct of Souls, 
are much more earneſt to get Preferments, 
and defend the Party wherein they are in- 
gag'd, by ſubtle Diſputes and violent Per- 
ſecut ions, than ſincerely to examine the Do- 
Grines which they Teach, and feed their 
Flocks with thoſe pure and ſolid Truths, 
which free from Sin and Error. Since ſuch 
a prodigious Freedom is us'd, and, the 
Clergy are moſt unmercifully cenſur'd in 
this Manner, by ev'ry Order of thole, that 
arecall'd Free-T hinkers;a Word or two here 
will be very proper. Is there any Incon- 
ſiſtency between Preferment and Duty? 
May not a Man endeavour to procure the 
former, without neglecting the latter? May 
not he prepare himſelf to feed a Flock, 
with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, and 
reſolve to make the Diſcharge of his Duty 
his chief Aim; and yet be willing to live 
of the Goſpel? Cannot a Phyſitian or a 
Lawyer apply himſelf to his Buſineſs, be- 
cauſe he expects ſome Recompence for his 
Trouble? Is it an unpardonable Fault, if 
a Man, after he has been at the Expence 
of conſiderable Pains and Charges at one of 
the Univerſities, endeavours to anſwer the 
Ends of his Education, and fix himſelf in 
Preferment ſuitable to it? Is there any 
harm in looking out for ſuch a Mainte- 
nance, as will enable a Man to ſerve the 


Church with Honour and Repute ? If 
i there 
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there are ſome amongſt the Clergy of ſuch 
mercenary Diſpoſitions, that*they have lit- 
tle elſe in View, beſides their worldly In- 
tereſt; yet are there not ſuch in all Socie- 
ties? Why muſt the Clergy be mark d out 
and diſtinguiſh'd; and the moſt conſidera- 
ble part of that Body traduc'd, on the Ac- 
count of fome deſpicable Members? I'm 
apt to think the chief Occaſion of all this 
is, that theſe Men think the Clergy are too 
powerful, and make too ſtrong an Oppo- 
ſirion to their Principles. And, I ſuppoſe, 
they heartily agree with the Authors of 
the Rights, that * nothing is more effettual 
to keep a pragmatical Prieſt within ſome 
Bounds, than the Apprehenſion of having 
a Staff, and a Pair of Shoes laid at his 
Door. 

To proceed, our Socinian Free-Thinkers 
have endeavour'd to perſuade the World, 
that the Clergy to carry on their ſecular 
Deſigns, and impoſe upon the Laity, have 
made all Religion to conſiſt in Obſcurity. 
THe ought not (ſays the Author of the 
Examination of the principal Texts, &c.) 
to heed the Dreams or Fancies of myſtical 
Di vines, who think nothing is Religion, but 
what no body underſtands, and what con- 
tradicts Reaſon and good Senſe, Again, 
ſays another Writer, 4 By the means of 


— — — 
— — — 
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myſtery, Divines have made Religion a very 
difficult Thing, that is, an Art which Chri- 4 
ftians are not able to underſtand. Ex Reli- 
- gione Ars facta, ſays Grotius. Thereby ©* 
they rais'd themſelves above common Chri- C 
ſtians, and are made neceſſary to the People, i ©* 
improving that Art to their own Benefit. - 


The Reader may ſec more of this ſort of 
Stuff, and a brief Reply to it, at the Be- © 
ginning of the third Chapter. 1. 

I ſhall tranſcribe but one Paſſage more Se 
from the Socinian Writers, which is too EC 
flagrant to be omitted. * far are Di- m 
vines from laying open her Beauty to their 
Eyes, (that is from laying open, the Beauty 10 
of the Chriſtian Religion, to the Deiſts) I {t! 
that they keep them back by the ugly Pi- Sl 
ctures, whith they draw thereof. —— | qu 
It's certain that Religion, as it is now a- A 
days beheld, affrights thoſe that are in the] of 
neareſt Diſpoſition to Chriſtianity, and whoſe th: 
Minds ſeem not fitted to embrace the abſurd 
Opinions of Religion. On the contrary, ii th. 
draws into it's Boſom, all Morlaly- minded ex 
Men, who are always in a readineſs to ſub-W N 
mit their Faith to the moſt monſtrous My- ha 
ſteries, provided they may not incur the loſ Sie 
of their darling and cheriſh'd Paſſions. Lell tif 
their Luſts be but indulg d, they will will e 


ing 
| CE lig 
* Some Thoughts upon Dr. Sherlock's Vindication of the pu 


Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 21. 
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= Ft ſacrifice common Senſe, Reaſon, and 
5 Faith. Thus Religion has been ſo well ſuited 
1;. 079 worldly Men's Reliſh, that (if I may dare 
5 ſay ſo) moſt wicked Perſons are willingly 
Chriſtians, and ſeveral honeſt Men are ac- 
counted Prophane and Indifferent. Theſe 
2 ul Effects, that ariſe from ſuch à Corruption. 
of | are eſpecially to be aſcrib d to Teachers. 
ze. One- wou'd think that the Clergy had 
yielded up the Moral Law, and given a 

\re general Indulgence to Vice; that a Man 
oo coud never go to hear a Sermon, but he 
7;. muſt either be harangu'd out of his Sences 
cir wich unintelligible | Sag or clſe hear 
aty ſomething roo Lewd and Profane for Chri- 
ſts) ftian Ears, This is ſuch a ſilly, unguarded 
P;. Slander, as ev'ry one that has been a Fre- 
I quenter of our Churches is able to detect. 
And whoever will turn over the Volumes 
of printed Sermons, will find that much 
the greateſt Part conſiſts of Practical Divi- 
nity. Theſe are a ſtanding Teſtimony of 
the pious Endeavours of the Clergy, to 
exhort thoſe that believe, 1% be careful to 
maintain good Works; and ſhow that they 
have been Induſtrious, not to paint Reli- 
gion like a Monſter; but in the moſt beau- 
tiful and lovely Form. And perhaps there 
was a ſet of Men, as eminent for Preach- 
ing and Inforcing the great Duties of Re- 
ligion, about the Time that this Tract was 
publiſh'd, as eycr appear'd in the World. 
| C What 
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What ſhall we think of that very Man, 
whom this Writer oppoſes? Has he drawn 
nothing but ugly Pictures? Is there not 
one Word of pure Religion and ſound 
Morality in his Diſcourſes of Death, udge- 
ment, and Providence? In ſhort, when 
Men's Paſſions and Prejudices are carry'd 
to ſuch a Height, there's nothing ſo groſs, 
but what they'l vent, and 'tis Time to 
leave 'em. 


I come now to a Libel, ſuppos'd to be 
wrot by one of our leading Free-Thinkers, 
which will furniſh me with Work enough, 
ſuch as it is; 'tis intituled, The Nation Vin- 
dicated from the Aſperſions caſt on it, in a 
late Pamphlet, intitled a Repreſentation of 
the Preſent State of Religion, with regard 
to the late exceſſive Growth of Infidelity, 
Hereſy and Profaneneſs, as it paſsd the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation. Indeed this 
admirable Repreſentation contains ſuch 
a juſt Account of Matters, that our Ad- 
verſaries ſeem to more nettled and di- 
ſturb d than ever. 

The Author of the Libel ſets out glo- 
riouſly, ſpeaking of the Power of Ec- 
cleſiaſticks, he joins the Clergy and the 
Devil together for good Qualities, and tells 
us, that tis * ſupported by the moſt inbu- 
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man and barbarous Methods, that the Ma- 
lice of Heil, or the Clergy cou d contri ve. 

A great Part of what follows ſoon after, 
is ſpent in blackening the Reigns of Her 
Majeſty's Royal Anceſtors. And one can- 
not but obſerve, that thoſe who have a 
Talent at Railing againſt Prieſts, can deal 
as freely with Princes. 

P. 23. After he had taken the Pains to 
tranſlate from Gildas, the vileſt Character 
of the Clergy of that Time, that can be 
given of any Body of Men; to inſinuate 
that our preſent Clergy are no better, he 
tells us, that had Gildass Prieſts drawn 
up a Repreſentation of the State of Reli- 


gion, no doubt they wou'd have ſaid, that 


it was with unſpeakable Grief, they com- 
plain'd of the late exceſſive Growth of Irre- 
ligion ; and wou'd have charg'd it all on 
Gildas, and ſuch who labour'd to prevent 
the People, from being blindly led by ſuch 
blind and withed Guides; and then declar d 
that they ſaw no way to put a Stop to it, 
but by reſtoring the Diſcipline of the Church, 
and ſtrengthening the Furiſdiction of the Ec 
cleſiaſtical Courts, &c. 

P. 30. He gives us his Opinion of Arch- 
biſhop Laud; and I chooſe to mention 
him in particular, becauſe he is conſtantl 
repreſented as one of the moſt indefati- 
gable Church-Men, that have appear'd in 
this Nation. And therefore our Adver- 
C 2 ſaries 
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faries take all the Care they can, to have 
his Name mention'd with Diſhonour. But, 


I think, this Gentleman has out done his | 


Brethren, and given us ſomewhat very pe- 


culiar. I think, ſays he, I may venture to | 


affirm, that this Biſhop, and thoſe who cry d 


him up, have done more towards Debauch- | 
ing the Principles and Morals of the Na- 
tion, than all the World beſides. And truly | 


after this, I think he may venture to affirm 
any Thing. It was not enough for that 
great good Man to be made the Sport and 


Mockery of the moſt Unworthy, in his | 
Life Time; but, as far as tis poſſible, he | 


muſt be perſecuted in his Grave. That he 
had a Share of human Infirmities, and 
was ſometimes raſh and haſty in his Ex- 
preſſions, his Friends and Admirers will 
allow; and that he was apt to tyrannize 
and oppreſs his Enemies declare: but that 


he was an Encourager and Promoter of 


Debauchery, 1s ſuch a crude Falſhood, as 
I thought even Malice it ſelf wou'd hardly 
have dar'd to vent. Let us learn his Cha- 
racter from a moſt celebrated Hiſtorian , 
whom this Writer has quoted upon ano- 
ther Occaſion. * He was a Man of great 
Parts, and very exemplary Virtues, ( ſays 
my Lord Clarendon) allay'd and diſcredited 
by ſome unpopular natural Infirmittes ;, the 


* Hiſt. Rebell. B. 1. p. 69. 
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greateſt of which was (beſides a haſty, ſharp 


Way of expreſſing himſelf”) that he belieuv d 
Innocence of Heart, and Integrity of Man- 


ners, was a Guard ſtrong enough to ſecure 
any Man in his Voyage through this World, 


in what Company ſoever he was to paſs: 


and ſure never Man was better ſupplied with 
that Proviſion. 
was ſo plentifully ſupplied with ſuch noble 


Certainly any Man that 
Proviſion, cou'd never be inclinable to de- 
bauch a Nation. 

P. 33. This Gentleman beſtows ſome ex- 


traordinary Strokes upon the Univerſities. 
As to the Gentlemen bred in the Army , 


ſays he, if you compare 'em with thoſe bred 
in the Univerſity, you will find none of that 
A , Stiffneſs, Pedantry, and 
wrangling Temper, for which thoſe educated 
in the other, are ſo remarkable. In one you 
meet not only with good Manners, Breed- 


ing, and polite Converſation, but with that 


good Senſe and uſeful Knowledge, which is 
neceſſary to all who deſign to make a figure 
in the World ; whereas in the other, there's 
nothing ſo conceited, proud, ignorant, filly, 
and ſtupid, as a pack of School-Boys, who 
without going into the World, have there 
grown Old together. A curious Variety of 
Words! I have no Intention to Quarrel 
with the Gentlemen of the Sword: I readi- 
ly grant, that they are polite and well. bred; 
they are ſo unlike thoſe Adverſaries I have 

now 
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now to deal with, that they can be civil 
and reſpectful to a 3 But this 
I muſt ſay, without making odious Com- 
pariſons, that as for the moſt valuable Part 
of good Behaviour, I'm perſuaded the Uni- 
verſities give ſufficient Tokens of it. Their 
Members are remarkably Courteous, Ge- 
nerous and Hoſpitable, and perhaps we 
can hardly fix upon any Places, where either 
an Acquaintance or a Stranger meets with 
more obliging — If ſome Perſons do 
not ſit altogether ſo free and eaſy in Con- 
verſation as others, it may be imputed to 
a ſevere Courſe of Studies; together with 
what I readily allow, the want of Know- 
ing the World. And if thoſe School-boys 
(ſince they muſt be ſo diſtingaiſh'd) had 
the good Fortune to be call'd into the 
World, before they grew Old together, 
perhaps they might make ſuch a Figure as 
a Free-Thinker wou'd grieye at. It ſhows 
the greateſt Degree of Ill-Manners to im- 
pute that as a Fault, which is only a Miſ- 
fortune. Our Author delights very much 
in this Sort of Compariſon, which the 
Gentlemen of the Army can tell him, is a 
ſure Token of 11|-Breeding. 

Soon after he has theſe Words. 7 
think I may venture to ſay, that there is 
not only leſs of thoſe mean Vices of Shuffling, 
Tricking , Prevaricating , Miſrepreſenting , 
Railing , Calumniating, and Lying; but 

more 
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more of Humanity, Charity, Moderation, 
and Chriſtian Temper, to be found among 
Men that belong to the Sword, than to the 
Gown. This is almoſt inimitable! 

P. 41. He comes to Story telling, and 
muſt needs excrciſe his Talent, even upon 
the Laity. He wou'd have us know, that 
once upon a Time, A certain Jailor, when 
there was ſo great a Noiſe about the Danger 
of the Church, ſaid, he always was of Opi- 
nion that the Church was in Danger ; and 
that he was more and more conjirm'd in it, 
by conſulting with his Brother- Failors, who 
inform'd him of what they were well ac- 

uainted with, that all the People who were 

xecuted or Tranſported, were in a manner 
Church-men, and that he did not know, 
yu. in time the Conſequence of this might 

e. 
And that he might be ſure we ſhou'd 
not miſtake him, he makes this pithy Re- 
mark. As this Man reaſon'd like a Failor, 
in things within his Knowledge; ſo "tis to 
be noted, that by Church-men, he mean't 
High-Church-men; the ordinary People not 
diſtinguiſhing between Low-Church-men and 
Diſſenters. 


I ſhall only take Notice of a few Paſſa- 
es in the ſecond Part of this wonderful 
'ork. And ſure there never was a grea- 
ter Degree of Inſolence expreſs d towards 
a Learned 


4 
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a Learned and Venerable Body of Men, 


than what we find, p. 20. 

In the * Repreſentation Complaints are 
made of Reprinting looſe and licentious 
Poems, in the moſt contracted Manner. 
This Gentleman at firſt ſeems willing to 
think that it was the Printer's Project. And 
afterwards he wou'd have it believ'd, that 
if there was any remarkable Deſign in it, 
it muſt be owing to the Clergy. For he 
ſays, The ſame View that coud engage a 
Set of Men to affirm, after ſo ſolemn a man- 
ner, that Licentiouſneſs had of late over- 
ſpread the Face of the Church and King- 
dom, might have tempted them to publiſh 
theſe looſe Poems, and then make the pub- 


liſhing em an Argument of the Licentiouſ-| 


neſs of the Age, and a pretence for reſtrain- 
ing the Preſs, and gaining more Power for 
the Clergy ; the ſole End and Deſign of this 
pious Repreſentation. Sure no good Chri- 
ſtian can read ſuch wicked Inſinuations , 
without the utmoſt Deteſtation and Ab- 
horrence. As if a Body of the Clergy 
aſſembled about Matters of the greatelt 
Importance, had no good Deſigns in all 


their Thoughts; but only labour'd to ag- 


grandize themſelves: and wou'd willing] 
promote Vice, in Order to ſhow that the 
Word is Vicious. He talks of their asking 


— 
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God and Man Pardon, at the Beginning 
of this Part. I wiſh he cou'd be made 
ſenſible, how much 'tis his Duty to do 
both; after he has vented the blackeſt Ca- 
lumnies, and endeavour'd, as much as his 
little Power wou'd permit, to defeat the 
good Deſigns of thoſe, who wou'd hear- 
tily rejoyce to ſee good Principles, and 
good Practices ev'ry where reſtor'd. 

P. 40. The Libeller ſummons all his 
Forces, and (to expreſs his Rancour with 
Cunning) introduces 'em with an If, If 
the exceſſive Growth of Infidelity, which 
the Repreſenters complain of, be not to be 


found among the Laity, we muſt of Courſe 


look for it among the Clergy. — ———1f 
we ſee Clergy-men, under colour of Religion, 
aiming to make Mankind give them that 
Faith, and that Obedience, which can be 
due to God alone, viz. an implicit Faith, 
and an abſolute Obedience, and therefore 
pretend that nothing leſs than Damnation 
rs the Santtion by which they enforce their 
Decrees. | 
If they pervert the moſt ſolemn Offices of 
Religion to vile and indirect Purpoſes, and 
ſcarce ever, in their Sermons uſe the me? ſa- 
cred Name of God, but to countenance an 
Untruth, and do almoſt as often miijapply, 
as quote the Scriptures. 
1f, upon all Occaſions they ſacrifice every 
thing, Civil or Sacred, to gratify their 2 
* ice 
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lice or Ambition ; and inſtead of inculcating 
Charity, Moderation, mutual Forbearance, 
doing as Men wou'd be done unto (which 
natural as well as reveal'd Religion require) 
they preach up ſuch Maxims as extirpate all 
natural Pity and Humanity, and create ever- 
laſting Animoſities, Feuds, Quarrels and Per- 
ſecutions; we can't place ſuch Men among the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel (which is a Goſpel 
of Peace) but among Hypocrites and Un- 
velievers. There are above a dozen Ifs 
more. But I grow weary of Tranſcribing 
ſuch rude and virulent Expreſſions. The 
bare Recital of theſe deteſtable Paſſages, 
_— a Reply and Vindication need- 
els. 

_ *Tis very apparent, that the Clergy in 
— their Repreſentatives in particu- 
ar; and the two Univerſities have been 
conſtantly traduc d o late, and mark'd out 
for Deſtruction, by all the Arts of Inſi- 
nuation and Falſifying, that the Malice of 
our Adverſaries cou d ſuggeſt. 

But Thanks be to God we have a Nur- 
ſing Mother upon the Throne, who che- 
riſhes and ſupports them, and gives 'em 
the greateſt Encouragement to Root up 
thoſe Weeds, which our Enemies obſerve 
with Pleaſure. And the Parliament is fo 
fenſible of the Benefits, that flow from 
the ſacred Miniſtry; ſo far from thinking 
Churches worle than Bear- Gardens, ons it 

| ag 
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has thought fit to order a glorious Increaſe 
of ſuch Buildings. 

I ſhall add only a few Words with Re- 
gard to the following Treatiſe. 

It may be inquird, why 1 enter d upon 


a a particular Vindication of the Fathers, 
(which was by much the moſt laborious 


Part of the Work) ſince the reſt of the 
Treatiſe is general; and eſpecially when 
ſuch Works, as Mr. Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, and Dr. Cave's Hiſtoria Literaria 
are extant, To which I anſwer, 


1. That I found it very neceſſary, in an 
Undertaking of this Kind; becauſe our 
pretended Free. Thinkers have taken a great 
Liberty in N againſt particular Fa- 
thers. So that a Vindication wou'd have 
been to little Purpoſe, unleſs I had con- 
ſider d Particulars. The Reader may ob- 
ſerve alſo what |1 have ſaid in the Work 
it ſelf. Chap. 4. 

2. The Account that I have given of 
the Authority of the Fathers, 1s very Bricf 
and Compendious. And tho' a Compen- 
dious Account is very neceſlary for the 
Benefit of ſome Readers, yet none ſuch 
has ever yet appear'd in the World, fo far 
as I can learn. 4 
It may be inquir'd farther, why I argue 
againſt Mr. //hifton, about the Copy of 
St. Ignatius Epiſtles. The Reaſon is, that 
D 2 ſince 
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ſince the Epiſtles of that Holy Father are 
ſo deſervedly eſteem d, I thought it pro- 


per to anſwer the moſt material Objections 
againſt that Copy, which has been gene- 
rally receiv'd, and quoted by the Learned 
in their Diſputes about the Hierarchy of 
the Church, | 


Laſtly, It may be ask'd why I mention f 


ſeveral Particulars that the Fathers have 


treated of, and ſometimes refer to their | 
Writings, for the Proof of certain Do- | 
ctrines. To this J anſwer, that I conceive | 
the right Uſe of the Fathers, conſiſts in | 
giving us a true Light into thoſe Doctrines, | 


which are only Matters of Revelation, and 


* 4 - —— 3 — 


ſuch as our Free-Thinkers have moſt care- | 
fully miſrepreſented. And therefore, I} 


thought it a very pardonable Sort of Di- 


greſſion to obſerve, as I carry'd on the Vin- | 
dication, what Fathers were moſt remark- | 


able for Treating of ſuch Doctrines. 


In a Word, with whatever Contempt | 
our Adverſaries may look upon the fol- 
lowing Papers (if they will condeſcend to | 


look upon them) provided they may but 
help to confirm ſuch as are yet untainted, 


I ſhall not be without a pleaſing Refle- 
tion. 


CA. 
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Doctrine of our Religion with great 

Nicety and Caution, and the plau- 
ſible Notions of Free- Thinking are the 
principal Cheat, that has given Repute to 
thoſe Numerous Books and Pamphlets, 
that have been ſpread through this Na- 
tion, with great Cunning and Induſtry, 
in order to fix a wrong Byaſs upon the 
Mind, and draw it off from a juſt and aw- 
ful Sence of Divine Inſtitutions, 

To exerciſe our Thoughts freely about 
the Doctrines of Religion, in a proper and 
rational Sence, 1s a Privilege, which all 
Men may claim as their Birth-right; as 
they are Born to a State of Probation. For 
*tis obvious enough, that the great Ends, 
for which we were brought into the 
World, with the Faculties of Thinking 
and Judging, are to diſcover and embrace 
thoſe Divine Truths, that are the Founda- 
tion of everlaſting Happineſs; to diſtin- 
guiſh em from the Doctrines and vain Spe- 
culations of Men; and to adorn our Lives, 
with a ſuitable Conduct. And indeed, if 
we were debar'd of the Privilege of Ex- 
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amining and Judging, according to our 
Abilities, we ſthou'd ceaſe to be accounta- 
ble for any Thing that we believe or pra- 
ctice: Becauſe, then neither our Belief, nor 
our Practice wou'd be the Reſult of Rea- 
ſon and Choice, which only can oblige us 
to give an Account. 

But, if under a Pretence of this Cele- 
brated Reaſon, Men are found to fight a- 
gainſt God; if Free-Thinking is made the 
common Covert for Scepticiſm, Infide- 
lity and Hereſy ; and to think freely, and 
to think without Rule and Order are the 
ſame Thing, in the 2 of our Li- 
bertine Writers; tis a Matter of great Im- 
portance, to examine by what Rules and 
Meaſures our Thoughts ought to be di- 
rected and bounded in our Religious En- 
quiries: And to weigh thoſe pretended 
Obſtructions, which our Adverſaries judge 
inconſiſtent with the free Exerciſe of our 
Reaſon. | 

This 1s the Work that I propoſe. And 
I ſhall argue upon a Suppoſition of the 
Truth and Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Becauſe I have obſerv'd that thoſe 
Adverſaries, who make the moſt plauſible 
Shew of Reaſoning, and meet with the 
greateſt Succeſs in ſowing Tares, are Indu- 
ſtrious to ground their Doctrines upon that 
Bottom. Only there 1s this Notion, that 
is Common to the different Sects of Ca- 

villers, 
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villers, that if any ſuch Doctrines as they 
cannot reliſh or well comprehend, are con- 


tain'd in the Scriptures, ſo far the Scrip- 
tures cannot contain a Divine Revelation. 
This is a /frong Deluſion, which I ſhall 


have particular Regard to. And in Or- 


der to diſcover the Fallacies of our Adver- 
ſaries in this, and the Reſt of their Trea- 
cherous Inſinuations, I ſhall in the firſt 
Place, conſider what it is to Exerciſe 
Freedom of Thought aright, in our Reli- 
gious Enquiries, 


Now to think freely upon any Doctrine 


or Propoſition, is to make a full and com- 


pleat Examination, without Regard to Pre- 
judice or Affection; to weigh the Founda- 
tion, and all the Parts of that Doctrine, 
and whatever is of near Affinity, ſo as to 
omit nothing, deſignedly, that ought to 
be taken into the Enquiry. 

So that to think freely, in a proper 
Sence, is to think Strictly and Impartially. 
And we cannot be ſaid to think ſtrictly and 
impartially, unleſs we obſerve ſuch Rules 
and Meaſures as are proper to thoſe Things 
that we imploy our Thoughts about: and 
make ſuch Allowances, and borrow ſuch 
Aſliſtance as the Nature of the Things re- 
| quire. Therefore I muſt obſerve. 


1. That whoever makes a free and ſtrict 
Enquiry into the Doctrines of a Divine 
Revela- 
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Revelation, ought to receive this as a Fun- 
damental Principle, viz. That ſince God 
is infinitely Wiſe and Good, he is inh- 
nitely more capabic than he himſelf is, of de- 
termining what is fitteſt for the Inhabitants 
of This World to believe and practice, as 
they are related to Another. He mult not 

reſume to ſet up his own Judgment, for 
an infallible Rule; nor ſuppoſe that the 
Almighty ſhould always act in a Manner 
exactly ſuitable to his Schemes and Con- 
ceptions For whoever thus exalts him- 
ſelf, and pretends that his own Wiſdom is 
the only true Standard, and that this 
or that Rule is not of God's Appointment, 
becauſe in his Opinion it were much bet- 
ter otherwiſe, will be ſo far from thinking 
ſtrictly and impartially concerning the Do- 
Etrines of Religion, that according as his 
Genius and Inclinations direct, he will ei- 
ther exclude ſome Doctrines from Religion 
that do belong to it, or take in ſome that 
do not; and perhaps he may offend in 
both Reſpects. 

But we are told * that God cannot well 
be ſuppos'd to reveal any Thing that is tri- 
vial, mconſiderable, or what the Creature 
can make no good Uſe of, what. he can ſee 
no conſiderable End or Advantage in 
That whatever may be pretended as a Re- 


mm. 
* 


* Unreaſonableneſs of impoſing Creeds, p. 11, 12. 
velation 
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velation of God, if an intelligent and con- 


ſiderate Perſon can ſee nothing of theſe in 


it, he may well ſuſpect it as but a Pretence, 
and regett it as no Divine Revelation, or at 
leaſt not belonging to him, who by ſerious 
Conſideration, can make no good Uſe of it. 

"Tis true that God can't be ſuppos d to 
reveal any Thing, that is uſeleſs and tri- 
vial. But he may reveal what we cannot 
now clearly diſcern the End and Advan- 
tage of. For, we cannot ſee from the 
Beginning to the End of his Deſigns, and 
view them in all Reſpects and Relations. 
And therefore, however wiſe and intelli- 
gent any Perſon may think himſelf, tho” 
he cannot plainly diſcover the U ſefulneſs 
and Tendency of a Doctrine, yet if he is 
inform'd by good Teſtimony, that it was 
deliver'd and eſtabliſh'd by Perſons divinely 
in{pir'd, he ought not to rejett it, unleſs 
he thinks himſelf more knowing and intel- 
ligent than the Spirit which ſcarcheth all 
Things. 

But to carry the Obſervation further, I 
ſhall conſider it with another View, and 
urge it againſt the Doctrine of the Authors 
of The Rights of the Chriſtian Church, &c. 
* He who pretends to prove, ſay they, that 
all things relating to Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
are not left to Mankind to determine as they 


— 


E think 


* Pag. 312, 313. 
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think fit, ought likewiſe to prove that when 
they were depriv'd of this Power ( which 
they enjoy d for above four thouſand Tears 
together, God not miraculouſly interpoſe 
| even among the Fews, till they had choſe 
[i him for their King) they became leſs capa- 
| ble of managing it than before; for which 
i Reaſon they were for ever to be deprivd of 
} their Rights, and Church-Government was 
to be independently and unalterably plac'd in 
a few Eccleſiaſticks, and by them to be con- 
tinud in an unimerrupted Succeſſion to the 
End of the World. He, I ſay, who intends 
to prove this, is oblig'd not only to anſwer 
the Abſurdities which in general attend this 
Hypotheſis, but thoſe in particular alſo 
which follow from his applying it to this 
or that ſet of Eccleſiaſticks, with whom he 
ſuppoſes the Government of the Church to 
be by God intruſted. 

I ſhall ſpend no Time in obſerving the 
Connection of theſe Expreſſions, and ſhew- 
ing with what Clearneſs and Accuracy they 
are joyn'd together. But I anſwer, that ir 
we are only concern'd to prove, that God 0 
has actually depriv'd Mankind of this E 
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Right, if they were ever inveſted with it; te 
that now they are not left at Liberty to f 
determine the Government of the Church, I 
becauſe God has otherwiſe ordain' d, be- h 
cauſe he hath eſftabliſh'd ſuch ſtanding tl 
Laws, as arc utterly inconſiſtent with this 
Liberty. 


„ Er OO. tn th, Pol Þ.. » YS "> ww" ww * 


Chap. I. Of Free- Thinling. 35 
Liberty. We are not oblig'd to know 
the Reaſons why God hath fo done. 
For when 'tis proyd, that certain Injun- 
ctions are his ſtanding Laws, common 
Sence forbids us to diſpute the Wiſdom 
and Excellency of them: For what is this 
but to claim a Superiority over him? To 
preſs ſo hard for a Reaſon, for ev'ry thing 
that he appoints, looks as if his Wiſdom 
were much to be queſtion'd, and we had a 
Right to call him to an Account. After 
tis made apparent, that certain Injunctions 
are the Laws of God, if theſe Adverſaries 
will yet pretend that they are loaded with 
Abſurdities, their Blaſphemy is too fla- 
grant and notorious to need a Rational 
Confutation: and indeed the Men are in- 
capable of it, if they will not diſcern that 
God's Thoughts are not as their Thoughts, 
nor his Ways as their Ways. 

It ought to be obſery'd, that theſe Men 
and the Romaniſts are guilty of an equal 
Abſurdity. The former argue that accord- 
ing to their Conceptions, ſuch Things 
ought not to be eſtabliſh'd, and therefore 
God hath not eſtabliſh'd them. The lat- 
ter urge that there was one Thing neceſ- 
ſary to be eſtabliſh'd, viz. an infallible 


Judge of Controverſies, and therefore God 


hath eſtabliſh'd one. So that one wou'd 
think they had join'd Hands ſo far, as to 


preſcribe Rules to infinite Wiſdom. 
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The principal Occaſion of ſuch looſe 
Reaſoning is, that they do not conſi- 
der that the Wiſdom, Knowledge and 
Veracity of him, that reveals any particu- 
lar Truth are the true and rational Grounds 
of Belief, This Conſideration is clearly 
apply'd in a Hocinian Pamphlet, tho' tis 
very diſadvantageous to that Cauſe. After 
the Author had extoll'd Reaſon, he de- 
clarcs, that * z7herefore, and therefore only, 
are we to believe whatever we find in Scrip- 
ture, becauſe we are by plain Reaſon con- 
vincd, that it is the Word of God, whom 
we muſt believe in Defiance of all Oppoſi- 
tion whatſoever. | 

On the other Hand, Mr. Toland (the Sa- 
gacious Mr. Toland) lays down this Aſſer- 


tion. Þ Not the bare Authority of him 


that ſpeaks, but the clear Conception 1 


form of what he ſays, is the Ground of 


Perſuaſion. Whereas when a Thing 1s 
not evident to my Senſes, nor diſcernible 
by the Light of Nature tis only the Au- 
thority, or the Knowledge, Wiſdom and 
Veracity of him that ſpeaks it, which can 
gain my Aſſent, whatever Conceptions I 
frame of it. And if God propounds any 
thing to my Belief; I am oblig'd to aſſent 
to it for this Reaſon, becauſe, 1am as well 


Naked Coſpel, pag. 17, + Chriſtianity not Myſterious, 


pag. 39. 
aſſur'd, 


Chap. 1. Of Free-Thinking. 37 


aſſur'd, that he wou'd not deceive me, and 
that he has a Right to demand my Aſſent, 
as that he is God. And, 

2. Whoever thinks freely, in a proper 
Senſe, concerning the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel will not be much aſtoniſh'd or diſ- 
courag'd, when he meets with Things Hard 
to be underſtood, too great and ſublime for 
him to comprehend. Becauſe the Reve- 
lation is ſuppos'd to come from a World 
ſo very different from this, that we can 
frame but faint and imperfe&t Repreſen- 
tations of it; and 1 we can- 
not expect to obtain a perfect Underſtand- 
ing here, of all Things that are related to 
us, either concerning the Place, and it's 
Inhabitants, or their Operations, and the 
ſeveral Relations which they bear towards 
each other, or towards us. 

Neither can we clearly apprehend the 
Order and Harmony of that Kingdom : 
and therefore we cannot tell but ſome po- 
ſitive Duties, which we can't now diſcover 
the End and Reaſonableneſs of, may be 
very proper and preparatory to make us 
fit Members of it; they may, for ought 
we know, be a Reſemblance of what the 
Saints perform in Heaven. And therefore 
we ought modeſtly to acquieſce in the 
Belicf and Performance of ev'ry Injunction, 
Or however, wc ought to conlider. 


3. That 
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3. That if there are no Benefits which 
flow naturally from this or that Perfor- 
mance, God can annex his Bleſſings Tem- 
poral or Spiritual to it; and will annex 
them, if tis his own Injunction. To con- 
firm and illuſtrate this, tis ſufficient to 
apply the Caſe of Naaman the Syrian, 
who came to the Prophet to be heal'd of 
his Leproſy. * And Eliſha ſent a Meſſenger 
to him, ſaying, Go and waſh in Jordan ſeven 
Times, and thy Fleſh ſhall come again unto 
thee, and thou fhalt be clean, But Naaman 
at firſt wou'd by no means acquieſce in 
this Advice, becauſe he cou'd give no 
Phyſical Account of the Remedy; he knew 
of no natural Qualities in the Water that 
cou'd produce ſuch Effects. For, ſays he, 
are not + Abana and Pharpar Rivers of 
Damaſcus better than all the Waters of 
Iſrael? may Inot waſh in them and be clean? 
As much as to ſay, I conceive no ſuch 
Medicinal Qualities in Water : but if ſuch 
there are in any Place, 'tis more probable 
they are in Waters of Damaſcus, than in 
the Waters of 1/rae/. Exactly the Style and 
Spirit of our pretended Free-T hinkers. For, 
according to their profane Dialect, what 
wonderful Bleſſings can flow from a Grace- 
Cup? What ꝗ great and miraculous Power 


* 2 Kings 5. 10. + V. 12. + See Rights of the Church, 


pag. 80. 
FAY 
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is confer d by the Formality of laying Hand 


over Head? To proceed in the Applica- 


tion, Naaman's Servants ſaid, * My Fa- 
ther, if the Prophet had bid thee do ſome 
great Thing, would'ſt thou not have done it? 
How much rather then, when he ſaith to 
thee, Waſh and be clean? In like manner 
may we argue with Relation to any po- 
ſitive Duty enjoyn'd by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. Chriſt hath requird us to be 
baptiz'd in the Name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, by thoſe whom he has Com- 
miſſion d; and to Eat and Drink in Com- 
memoration of his Sufferings: And if he 
had requir'd the Performance of Works 
of much greater Difficulty, ſhou'd not we 
have cheerfully ſubmitted? 

Now the ſharp and ſeaſonable Queſtion 
mov d by the Servants, ſilenc d the Maſter, 
and oblig'd him to _— with the Pro- 
phet's Advice. And the Reſult was, that 
T his Fleſh came again like unto the Fleſh of 
4 little Child, and he was clean. And for 
the ſame Reaſon, notwithſtanding all the 
profane Quirks and Sophiſtry of «ur Ad- 
verſaries to ridicule and extirpate the Po- 
ſitive Laws of God, he can and will annex 
his Bleſſings to the conſecrated Elements, 
Impoſition of Hands, or any other Cere- 
mony that he requires us to perform. For 
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he can annex his Bleſſings, as well to one 
Ceremony as another: and his Enjoyning 
of it, whatever it is, 1s a certain Token 
that he will annex them. And I muſt ob- 
{erve, 

4. That whoever makes a Free Search 
into the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, will in- 
quire not only how the Eternal Laws of 
Morality are explain'd and inforcd by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; but alſo what 
new Injunctions, and what Articles of 
Faith they have added to the Law of Na- 
ture; by what particular Rules they have 
diſtinguiſh'd the State of a Chriſtian from 
that of a Jew or Pagan. And whenſo- 
ever he obſerves a Doctrine, either of Be- 
lief or Practice, in any Reſpect different 
from the Laws of former Diſpenſations; 
and that this Doctrine is often repeated, 
and earneſtly inculcated, he muſt conclude 
that 'ris a neceſſary Condition of the new 
Covenant, a diſtinguiſhing Badge of Chri- 
ſtianity, a Law that muſt oblige 1n all Ages; 
unleſs it were either enjoyn'd upon the Ac- 
count of certain Conditions and Circum- 
ſtances, which Conditions and Circum- 
ſtances have ſince maniteſtly ceas'd, or was 
aboliſh'd by the Conſent of the Apoſtles 
themſelves. For otherwiſe it wou'd be 
impoſſible to diſtinguiſh between the Rules 
that are become void, and thoſe that muſt 
continue in full Force, 


5. He 
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5. He will endeavour to judge of the 
Words of a Revelation, according to their 
true Senſe and wonted Signification ; and 
will ſcorn to fix Opinions upon forc'd 
and labour d Conſtructions. For as right 
Reaſon aſſures us, that God cou d never 
intend to delude his Creatures by ambi- 
yy Expreſlions, or a Meaning different 
rom what the cuſtomary Force of Words 
can ſignify; ſo if evry Man were left at 
Liberty to fix a new Senſe upon a plain 
Propoſition, and rack and torture it to 
ſpeak his own Mind; we mult fight eter- 
nally in the Dark, and bite and devour one 
another for mere Shadows: For Words, 
as well as Meaſures, muſt have a certain 
Standard; or they can no more expreſs 


the Truth of a Propoſition, or convey the 
Ideas of the Mind, than a Collection of 


Cyphers. But then, 

6. In Order to judge of the Words, ac- 
cording to their true Senſe and wonted 
Signification, he muſt examine what was 
the uſual Senſe of ſuch Expreſſions when 


they were pen'd ; what the Catholick Belief 


and whether the true Meaning of a Do- 


ctrine or Inſtitution does not depend upon 


the Knowledge of a Cuſtom then in Uſe. 
And he muſt grant that thoſe who liv'd 
at and near the Seaſon, were the beſt 
Judges of the Catholick Belief, Modes 
of Speaking, and 9 proper to it : 
an 
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and that conſequently, if any of them, 
that were Men of Integrity and ſufficient 
Abilities, made it their chief Study to 
look into theſe Things, and have left any 
Records behind them of the ſame Nature; 
thoſe are moſt likely to bring us into 
the true Light. He that wou'd judge ex- 
actly of the Senſe of a Roman Writer, 
wou'd chuſe to compare him with other 
Authors, that liv'd at or near the ſame 
Time. And 'tis the moſt deſpicable Folly 
and Raſhneſs, to rely wholly upon the na- 
tural Strength of our Faculties, when *tis 
impoſſible to make a true Diſcovery with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of Guides. 

This I know is a galling, but a neceſ- 
ſary Reproach to the pretended Free- 
Thinkers of the Age. For their Thoughts 
are too Airy and Volatile for a Laborious 
Enquiry; and their Prejudices too ſtrong 
to ſubmit to what their Fore-Fathers have 
Tavght, whom they think much weaker, 
and more illiterate than themſelves. At 
beſt, they think it a Drudgery too mean 
and flaviſh for Men of refin d Heads and 
acute Reaſoning. And the ſame Degree 
of Vanity forbids them to learn of their 
living Guides, the Governors and Paſtors 
of the Church. So that, whatever they 
pretend, they are uſually no better pre- 
par d to frame a right Judgment of the 

yſteries of Religion, and Eccleſiaſtical 

I P olity, 
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Polity, than to determine whether the 
Mayor of a Corporation be duely Elected, 
without underſtanding the Charter, or 
knowing how he was inveſted with his 
Authority. Or, to explain all the Allu- 
ſions in Virgil or Ovid, only by the Help 
of it's own Light. | 

Thus I have endeavour'd to ſtrike at 
the Root of what our moſt ſubtle Adver 
ſaries have advancd. 

But now it may be objected, if fo 
much Labour and Learning are requir'd to 
frame a clear Judgment of theſe Things, 
then miſerable is the State of the Ignorant 
and Illiterate Part of Mankind. To which 
I anſwer, 


7. That ſince God does not expect to 
reap where he hath not ſown, he will cer- 
tainly make great Allowances for all in- 
voluntary Defects of Underſtanding. He 
does not require the ſame Degree of Light 
and Knowledge, from the Man that Lives 
by bodily Induſtry, as from the Man that 
is bleſs'd with a liberal Education, and 
has Leiſure and Abilities to improve his 
Talent. 

The Reaſoning is obvious, and I only 
urge it, that it may be apply'd to Poſitive, 
as well as Moral Duties; which is but a 
fair Poſtulatum. 


F 2 Now 


” + — eo —— 


44 Of Free-Thinking. Chap. I. 


Now I'm perſuaded, if we ſhou'd ask a 
great Part of Mankind, what Notion they 
have of a God, (the firſt Article of natural 
Religion) we ſhou'd find they are as much 
miſtaken, as if we had examin'd tliem a- 
bout the Myſteries and Inſtitutions of 
Chriſtianity; that they have as groſs Con- 
ceptions of God the p ather, as the Socini- 
ans entertain of God the Son, and imagine 
that his whole Eſſence is but human Nature 
greatly exalted. But then, if they can by 
any Method, obtain a clearer Knowledge 
of God, I anſwer, 

2. That by the very ſame Method, they 
may learn as much of the Chriſtian My- 
ſteries and Inſtitutions as will be requir'd 
of them. They may learn (that 1s, they 
may be convinc'd of) much more than our 
Adverſaries: becauſe they are ſeldom load- 
ed with ſuch unreaſonable Prejudices. 

And certainly one of the ſafeſt and moſt 
juſtifhable Methods of informing them- 
ſelves, is, to conſu't Men of Learning and 
Integrity that are ſeparated for the Work 
of the Sacred Miniſtry. Not that they are 
oblig'd to aſſent to whatever their Paſtors 
Teach, for no other Reaſon but becauſe 
they teach it: for they have a Right to ex- 
erciſe all the juſt Freedom of Thought, 
that they are capable of; and to judge 
of the Reaſonableneſs of what they are 
Taught, as far as their Abilities will allow 

them 
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them to judge. But when they have judg d 
as well as they were able, if they ſhou d 
err with their Paſtors, they will have leſs 
to anſwer for, than if they had fal'n into 
Errors through Neglect, or Contempt of 
their Aſſiſtance. 
If thoſe that object againſt us, and talk 
with ſo much Heat and Bitterneſs againſt 
this Way of ſeeking Information, cou'd 
acquaint us with a better, I'ſhou'd readily 
embrace it. But the Goſpel is written in 
a Language, which the Ignorant Part. of 
Mankind are ſuppos'd to be unacquainted 
with: and they are ſuppos'd to be Strangers 
to the Practices of the Primitive Ages. 
To whom then ſhould they have Recourſe 
for Information, but to thoſe whom God 
hath ſet apart to ſearch into theſe Things; 
and for that End has promis d to beſtow 
a peculiar Bleſſing upon their Labours? 
Bur ſay the Authors of the Rights, 
* Theres no Notion ſo abſurd, but what's 
their Intereſt to advance, tho" it ſeems to 
have no direct Tendency that Way; ſmce 
when once believ'd, it will ſerve to draw on 
others that have. And tis affirm'd with a 
very indecent Warmth in the Introduction 
to the Engliſh Socinian Tratts, call'd an 
Exhortation to a free and impartial Enquiry 
into the Doctrines of Religion, that I Wwhil/t 
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they are ſhackled by early Subſcriptions , 
Hopes of Preferment, Fears of Puniſhment, 
and the like Reſtraints, they are fitter to 
Jupport the Kingdom of Darkneſs and Error, 
than to revive the true Light and genuine 
Goſpel of our Lord Chriſt. 

Alas, are there none that conſider before 
they put on theſe Shackles? Is it peculiar 
to the Clergy to falſify and diſſemble? Are 
they the only Perſons that have ſecular In- 
tereſts in View, and purſue thoſe Intereſts 
by advancing Abſurdities? The only learn- 
ed Body that is unfit to judge and deter- 
mine Matters in their own Profeſſion? 
Theſe are moſt unchriſtian and inhuman 
Inſtances of Partiality and Calumny : 

The Phyſitian and the Lawyer have 
their Shackles as well as the Prieſt. The 
one may prolong a Diſeaſe to increaſe his 
Fees, and 'tis poſlible, may be Brib'd to 
ſend a Man out of the World; the other 
may counſel his Client to contend for a 
falſe Title, and keep him in the Dark till 
his real Fortunes are ſpent. Not that I 
mean to reflect upon either Profeſſion, but 
to ſhow, that if this be a fair way of Ob- 
jecting, Men of all Learned Profeſſions 
are dangerous Perſons, and there is no 
Safety in relying upon their Advice, 

All that our Adverſaries ſhew by ſuch 
Obſervations, is, their Rancour and inve- 


terate Malice againſt one Order of Men, 
whom 
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whom they look upon as their greateſt 
Enemies; becauſe tis their Buſineſs to 
provide Antidotes for that Poyſon, which 
they have ſcatter'd amongſt us. And un- 
leſs they cou d prove that Divinity is the 
only Profeſſion of which it's Profeſſors 
are no proper Judges; and that Sincerity 
and Prieſthood are Things inconſiſtent, 1 
hope I have ſuggeſted enough to clear this 
Matter; and to lay a Foundation for what 
follows, 
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N che foregoing Chapter I deliver'd 
1 ſome Rules, by which, our Thoughts 

ought to be directed and bounded in 
Religious Enquiries. And I come now to 
conſider thoſe Matters, Which our Adver- 
ſaries condemn as the greateſt Obſtructions 
to Freedom of Thought; which are theſe, 


I. The Impoſing of Creeds. 

II. Myſtery. And, 

III. The Authority of the Antient Fa- 
thers. 


I. The Impoſing of Creeds, or Articles 
of Faith, is a Work that our Free-Thinkers 
have treated of without any Modeſty, or 
Decorum. And it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that ſo far as the Appearance of Wit, and 
Real Sophiſtry and Slander cou'd carry 
them, they have been forward enough in 
their Attacks. 

Upon this Account the Clergy have 
been repreſented as Cruel and Tyrannical; 
and the moſt malicious Clamours have been 
rais'd againſt Synods or Convocations. 
For they look upon this Practice as one 

T © 
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of the moſt inſupportable Reſtraints, to 
Men of great Minds, and inquiſitive Heads: 
as an Encroachment deſtructive of the Na- 
tural Rights and Liberties of Mankind, 

Such Articles of Religion as have been 
eſteem'd neceſſary to the very Being of a 
Chriſtian — by the moſt Wiſe and 
Learned, in all Ages of Chriſtianity; are 
in their Language, but Fetters and Shackles, 
that ought to be ſtruck off, and rejected in 
a Chriſtian Country. 

They have labour'd to deſtroy the ne- 

ceſſary Marks and Badges of a true Be- 
liever ; to root up the Boundaries of a 
Church; to throw down her Fences, and 
make her a common Receptacle and Che- 
riſher of Men of all Perſuaſions. For they 
wou'd gladly be Partakers of all the Ad- 
vantages ſhe can beſtow, and eat of her 
Bread, when they are reſolv'd to /ift up 
their Heels againſt her. Sure he is an un- 
reaſonable Man, that claims a Right to the 
Benefits of a well regulated Society, with- 
out ſubmitting to the Laws of it; and ex- 
claims againſt ev'ry Law as a Burthen, and 
a Breach of his natural Right, that is not 
exactly ſuited to his Humour and Diſpo- 
ſition. 

But the Weakneſs of what our Adver- 
ſaries contend for, and the Injuſtice of 
their noiſy Outcries and opprobrious Lan- 
guage, will beſt appear, by conſidering their 

8 principal 
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principal Objections; and in Order to that, 
by ſhewing, 


1. That the Governors and Paſtors of 
the Church, are peculiarly appointed to 
perform whatever is both lawful and ne- 
ceſſary, for the Preſervation of Unity and 
Purity of Faith. 

2. That the Impoſing of Creeds, is both 
lawful and neceſſary for that End. And, 

3. That the Governors and Paſtors of 
the Church, are the proper Judges of what 
ought to be impos'd. 

ow clear ſoever the firſt Particular 
may ſeem to Men of ſound Thought and 
unbyaſsd Minds, the ſtrange Perverſeneſs 
of our Adverſaries in confoynding the Or- 
der of Things, makes it neceſſary for me 
to explain the full Scope and Meaning of 
it. Now it cannot be queſtion'd, but that 
tis the oy of all Chriſtians to do what- 
ever is both lawful and neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of Unity and Purity of Faith; 
that is, all that falls within the Bounds of 
their proper Spheres; ſo far ev'ry One is 
obligd to contend earneſtly for the Faith, 
which was once deliverd to the Saints. 
Therefore my Meaning is, that that ſacred 
Depoſitum is entruſted with the Governors 
and Paſtors of the Church, in a diſtinct 
and peculiar Manner; that their Autho- 
rity is of much greater Extent, as they 
| G 2 are 
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are the Overſeers of Chriſt's Flock, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, that 1s 
of thoſe Doctrines that were diſcoverable 
only by Revelation. Ev'ry Servant of a 
Family 1s oblig'd to perform his reſpective 
Part, for the due Regulation of it. But 
then the Steward 1s peculiarly appoint- 
ed for that Work, inveſted with much 
greater Authority, and Commiſſion'd to 
ſearch into the Behaviour of the Reſt. So 
it is in the Church of God. Ev'ry Mem- 
ber of it ought to act, as far as it becomes 
him, to preſerve the Chriſtian Faith, from 
Corruptions and Innovations. But 'tis a 
Work that the Governors and Paſtors of 
the Church are diſtinctly ordain d to; they 
are the Perſons that are inveſted with ex- 
traordinary Privileges, or peculiarly ap- 
pointed to perform whatever is both law- 
ful and neceſlary for that End. For, 


I. It appears to be one chief End of 
their Commiſſion. St. Paul, after the men- 
tioning of ſeveral Orders of Eccleſiaſt icks, 
declares that they were inſtituted for the 
* perfeiting of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body 
of Chriſt ; till we all come in the Unity of 
the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect Man.. — that 


* Fpheſ. 4. 12, &c 
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we henceforth be no more Children toſsd to 
and fro, and carry d about with evVry Wind 
of Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and 
cunning Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 
to decerve. The Import and Connexion 
of theſe Expreſſions manifeſtly ſhew that 
Church-Governors and Paſtors, were ap- 

ointed to eſtabliſh Unity and Purity of 
Faith, and toiguard their Flocks againſt 
all wicked Seducers. And if they were 
appointed for this End, then doubtleſs 
they receiv d a Commiſſion, to make uſe 
of all ſuch Methods, as are both lawful 
and neceſſary for the obtaining of it. For 


evry Man knows that an End cannot be 


obtain d, without Means ſuitable to it. 

2. This alſo appears from the ſolemn 
Injunctions that are directed to the Clergy, 
as diſtint from the Laity. * O Timothy, 
ſays the ſame Apoſtle, keep that which is 
committed to thy Truſt, that is, as he ex- 
preſſes it in his ſecond Epiſtle, | the Form 
of ſound Words, or the DoQrines of the 
Goſpel. From whence 'tis manifeſt the 
were deliver'd to bm, as a ſacred Depo- 
ſitum. And after this ſolemn and awful 
Introduction, I charge thee before God, an 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. He preſſes 
him to a compleat Diſcharge of this Truſt 
in the moſt comprehenſive Expreſſions, 


— — — — — — z ð˙—ðrb. — 


® im 6. % f 2 Tim. 1. 14. 
* JValch 


4 Of the Impoſing of Creeds. Chap. II. 
* Watch thou in all Things, nale 
full Proof of thy Mimiſtry. Which Words 
bear ſuch an extenſive Signification, that 
they muſt be ſuppos'd to urge him to all 
proper and ſuitable Means, of what kind 
ſoever. And the Reaſon there alledg'd-is, 
becauſe the + Time wou'd come, when Men 
wou'd not endure ſound Doctrine. 

And it muſt not be pretended, that this 
ſacred Truſt was to end in Timothy, Biſhop 
of Epheſus. On the contrary, it was to be 
communicated to others, that were to be 


ordain'd to the like Office. For, ſays the 


Apoſtle, + the Things that thou haſt heard 
of me, among many Witneſſes, the ſame com- 
mit thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able 
to teach others alſo, 

And I ſhall confirm this Truth, by St. 
Paul's Charge to the Body of the Ephe- 
ſian Clergy. The Expreſlions are very 
Solemn, Weighty, and Pathetical. * Take 
heed unto your Selues, and to all the Flock, 
over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
you Overſeers ; ,, to feed or govern 
the Church of God, which he hath pur- 
chas'd with his own Blood. For I know 
this, that after my Departing, ſhall grievous 
Molves enter in among you, not ſparing the 
Flock. Alſo of your ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away 


* 2 Tim. 4.5+ tf V.3- 4 2 Tim. 2. 2. Acts 20. 28. 
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Diſciples after them. Therefore Watch. 
The Import of the Whole is plainly this, 
that it was their peculiar Buſineſs to be ſo 
careful and vigilant, as to omit nothing 
that might be of Service to keep their re- 
N Flocks at Unity, and ſeparate 
them from ſuch as propagated falſe and 
pernicious Doctrines. | 

Laſtly, The Truth of the Propoſition 
appears from that Account, which the 
Governors and Paſtors of the Church 
muſt render at God's Tribunal. For they 
Watch for the Souls of others, * as they that 
muſt give an Account. I ſuppoſe our Ad- 
verſaries will hardly be ſo weak, as to diſ- 
pute whether theſe Words are ſpoken of 
the Governors and Paſtors of the Church. 
And if they are the Perſons that muſt give 
an Account; and there be one Faith, then 
are they peculiarly appointed and oblig'd 
to perform whatever is both lawful and 
neceſlary to preſerve the Unity and Purity 
of it. For Faith being one Part, and a 
fundamental Part of our Duty, they are 
oblig'd to render ſome Account for thoſe 
that depart from that, as well as for thoſe 
that tranſgreſs the Moral Law. But now 
it may be _ ſaid indeed, that there is 
not one Word of Creed-making in theſe 


Paſſages of Holy Scripture. Therefore 1 


proceed to ſhew, 
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2, That the Impoling of Creeds, is both 
lawful and neceſſary for the End propogd. 
And I ſhall argue upon a Suppoſition of 
what our Church has declar'd in her 20th 
Article, That it is not lawful for the Church 
to ordain any Thing contrary to God's Word 
written ; neither may it ſo expound one 
Place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to 
another. | readily Jour that ſuch Pro- 
ceedings are unneceſſary and unlawful. 

And to bring the Matter to a right Iſſue, 
it is a Truth not to be deny'd, that it has 
been the conftant Practice of Hereticks, in 
all Ages, to wreſt and pervert the Holy 
Scriptures; to eſtabliſh Iniquity upon Fal- 
lacy and Evaſion, and delude the illiterate 
and unwary. 

At ſuch Seaſons *tis both lawful and 
neceſlary, to declare the Senſe of thoſe 
Doctrines, that ſtand oppos'd to the He- 
relies, and by ſolemn Injunctions to re- 
quire the Belief of it. I argue that tis 
lawful; becauſe, tis what ev'ry Chriſtian 
Communicant as ſuch is oblig'd to adhere 
to: and thoſe who reject it, have no Right 
to join in the ſame Communion; and even 
whilſt they do join they are not properly 
Members of it. And 'tis neceſſary in or- 
der to mark out and exclude the Gain- 
ſayers; to hold a diſtintt Communion 
and to ſeparate the Flock of Chriſt from 
thoſe that, if once admitted to all thoſe Pri- 

vileges 
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vileges and Freedoms, that they deſire 
wou d ſeduce and corrupt it's true Members. 

This, I humbly conceive, is the chief 
Reaſon and Intent of Impoſing Creeds, or 
Articles of Religion. And the Practice of 
diſtinguiſhing the Flock of Chriſt from 
ſuch Seducers; which our Adverſaries ex- 
claim againſt, as Odious, Unnatural, and 
Uncharitable, may be fully juſtify'd by ſuch 
clear and expreſs Words of Scripture, as 
need no Comment. * Be ye not unequally 


yok'd s with Unbelievers: for what 


Fellow gw Righteouſneſs with Unright- 
eouſneſs * and what Communication Path 
Light with Darkneſs? and what Concord 
hath Chriſt with Belial? And what Part 
hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? 
+ Mark them that cauſe Diviſions and O- 


fences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye 


have learned, and avoid them. + If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this Do- 
ctrine, receive him not into your Houſe, nei- 
ther bid him Cod ſpeed. Now if the Flock 
is oblig'd to obſerve ſuch Diſtinctions, tis 
neceſſary for their Spiritual Governors, 
who muſt alſo give an Account for their 
Souls, to impoſe ſuch Terms, as are lawful 
and expedient to mark out their Spiritual 
Adverſaries And, | 
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3. They are the proper Judges of what 
ought to be imposd. This is an undeni- 
able Conſequence of what I have already 
prov'd. For if they are peculiarly ap- 
pointed to Watch in all Things; to take 
Heed to themſelves, and the whole Flock ; 
and to obſerve when grievous Wolves enter 
in; or any amongſt themſelves ariſe, ſpeak- 
mng perverſe Things; then they are certainly 
to judge of thoſe Things, and to determine 
what is contrary to ſound Doctrine. 

'Tis true indeed, that all Perſons, who 


have any tolerable ſhare of Knowledge, will, | 
and ought alſo, for themſelves, to frame 
a Judgment concerning the Nature of theſe , 
* Things: and to aſſent or diſſent accord- 
ingly. And it appears from thoſe Texts, 


- * bd C 
which I cited in conſidering the former 7 
Particular, as to their avoiding of Unbe- F 
lievers. But then ſome Deference is cer- c 


tainly due to thoſe, whom God hath ap- 
pointed for the Work of the Sacred Mi- t 
niſtry. For ſince God hath peculiarly ap- * 
—— them, for the Direction and In- | ;. 
ormation of others, and for the Preſer- d 
vation of Unity and Purity of Faith, he el 
will doubtleſs be more peculiarly aſſiſting | je 
to them, than to others, in Works of this in 
Nature; if they ſet about them with true re 
Zeal and fervent Pæty. And tis obvious, tr 
that the Manner of their Education, and 


Courſe of Studies, renders thoſe that are 
5 Indu- 
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Induſtrious to make a right Uſe of ſuch 
happy Advantages, moſt capable of judg- 
ing of theſe Things. 

The foregoing Truths being, as I hope, 
ſufficiently eftabliſh'd, I proceed to a par- 
ticular Examination of the chief Objecti- 
ons, which our Adverſaries have carefully 
ſpread abroad in Writing, and conſtantly 
endeavour to maintain in Converſation. 


I. 'Tis objected, that * if Faith be an 
ent of the Will, and the Will be free, it 
is not only an act of the greateſt Violence, 
but Folly, to make and impoſe Creeds. For 
to go about to force that, the Nature and 
Property of which can't but be free, is to 
offer Violence to Nature it ſelf, and ſo to 


oppoſe the God of Nature, and to attempt 


an Impoſſibility, or to act for an End that 
cannot be attain'd, &c. 

IF it be granted, that the Foundation of 
the Objection is good, viz. that Faith is 
an Aſſent of the Will, and that the Will 
is free, the Superſtructure is all weak and 
deceitful. It cannot be prov'd from thence, 
that the Impoſing of Creeds is either Vio- 
lence or Folly. For they are not impos'd 
in order to force or extort an Aſſent; or to. 
require any Perſon to expreſs what 1s con- 
trary to the Senſe of his Mind, and the 


— 
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Will cannot aſſent to. The Will is at Li- 
berty either to give or refuſe it's Aſſent 
after a Creed is impos'd. And there 1s no 
Impoſlibility attempted, becauſe the End 
is not that which our Adverſaries pretend; 
but an End that is Reaſonable and Reli- 
gious, Viz. as I have ſhewn, to preſerve 
the Being and Unity of a Church, by keep- 
ing it's faithful Members from Apoſtacy; 
to ſeparate thoſe that ought to be aſunder, 
and diſtinguiſh the Flock of Chriſt from 
ſuch, as it conſtantly admitted to the Pri- 
vileges they deſire, wou'd in a great Mea- 


ſure corrupt and deſtroy it: And further, 


to hinder ſuch Apoſtates from joyning in 
thoſe Ordinances, which they are unpre- 
par'd for, and have no Right to. There is 
neither Folly nor Violence in this, I ſay. 
Not Folly, becauſe tis ſometimes the laſt 
innocent Remedy, that is left to exclude 
thoſe that bring in damnable Hereſies. Nor 
is it Violence; becauſe ey'ry Perſon has a 
Freedom either to embrace the Conditions, 
and. enjoy the Benefits of the Communion, 
or to rcje& both. I grant 'tis a Matter of 
the higheſt Importance to conſider which 
Part is to be choſen; and ſo it wou'd be, 
aitho' the Doctrines were not impos'd by 
the expreſs Injunctions of the Church. If 
indeed the Impoſers enjoyn any Thing as 
neceſſary to Salvation, which is not ſo, then 
the Guilt of the Separation muſt be charg'd 
| ES; upon 
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upon them. But if it be neceſſary there is 
no Fault on their Side; becauſe, as I ob- 
ſery'd, thoſe who are now actually exclud- 
ed, had no Right to communicate before. 
But we are told farther, that * nothing 
but the Evidence, or at leaſt Appearance of 
Truth and Gooaneſs, can poſſibly engage the 
Will to receive any Propoſition as good and 
true: and whatſoever can be made appear 
to be ſuch, has no need of any other Eu- 


forcement. 


Tis true indeed, that nothing can be 
embrac'd as Truth, but what has the Evi- 
dence or Appearance of it. But a Truth 
may be very clear to Men that are ſincere 
and uncorrupted, and yet be rejected by 
thoſe that are byaſs'd and prejudic'd: And 
altho we cannot work Conviction, and 
make it appear to ſuch; the Belief of that 
Truth ought however to be requir'd of 


Communicants. 


And the Unbeliever is 


juſtly diſtinguiſh'd and excluded, whatever 
be the Occaſion of his Unbelief; as an 
infected Perſon is to be avoided, by what 


means ſoever he became infected. 


Tis 


much more Reaſonable, that he who has 
forfeited his Right to this or that Com- 
munion, ſhould be excluded, than that any 
one faithful Communicant ſhould be en- 
danger d, by holding Communion with 


him, 
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But then tis ſaid yet farther, that * zhoſe 
who are for making and impoſing Creeas , 


may poſſibly make Hypocrites, and fill their 


Churches with fooliſh and ill Men, but can 
never by that Means increaſe the Number 
of true Believers. The meaning 1s, that it 
may cauſe ſome Perſons to profeſs with 
their Lips, what they deny in their Hearts. 
And 'tis as true, that the Impoſing of 
Oaths in a Court of Judicature, may be 
ſometimes the Occaſion of Perjury : but 
et, that was never judg'd a ſufficient Rea- 
on, by Wiſe Men, to put an End to the 
Practice. They are both in their Kinds, 
the beſt Expedients that can be propos'd. 
For Mankind is not ſo wholly loſt and 
corrupted, but that a conſiderable Part 
will tremble at Perjury, and dread the 
Thoughts of profeſling ro believe thoſe 
Doctrines, in the Preſence of God, which 
they do not believe. 
ut altho' ſome Perſons will yield to 
ſuch abhor'd Practices, tis Ridiculous to 
ſay that by that means our Churches will 
be fill d with fooliſh and ill Men. For ill 
Men they muſt be, who are ſo ready to 
ſurrender themſelves; whether they be put 
to a Trial or not. And if there was no 
Teſt, they might then, certainly enter in, 
without Obſtruction. For the Church 
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wou'd be, exactly what our Adverſaries de- 
ſire it ſhou'd be, viz. a moſt promiſcuous 
Herd, a common Receptacle for Hereticks, 
as well as true Believers, But they ſay the 
Impoſing of Creeds, can never increaſe 
the Number of true Believers. Provided 
this were true, yet ſince it tends to the 
Preſervation of Truth and Unity amongſt 
the preſent Members, an excellent End is 
thereby obtain d. But indeed 'tis only a 
confident and groundleſs Aſſertion. For 
the Impoſing of certain Doctrines, will in- 
duce Men to take in new Light, and make 
a more ſtrict and careful Examination of 
the Grounds of ſuch Doctrines; and by 
means of a better Information, to embrace 
the Truth. But then *tis urg'd, 

2. That * zf Faith be an Aſſent to a Pro- 
Poſition as true, tis moſt unreaſonable for 
any to impoſe, or urge the Belief of, or A 
ſent to any Article or Propoſition , which 
does not appear, when propos d to the Per- 
ſon to whom it is offer d, more likely to be a 
Truth than a Falſhood. If this Objection may 
be allow'd to have any Weight, tis moſt un- 
reaſonable to impoſe this ſingle Article, vi. 
that the Writings of the Evangeliſts, Apo- 
ſtles, and Prophets were divinely inſpir'd. 
For our pretended Free-Thinkers are well 
aſſur'd, that there is a Set of Men to whom 


— 
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this does not appear more likely to be a 
Truth than a Falſhood. Nay, it was moſt 
unreaſonable for the Apoſiles themſelves to 
require the Belief of this Propoſition 
amongſt the Fews and Greeks, viz. that 
- crucify'd Feſus was ſent from God. 
or it was * t the eus a ſtumbling Blocks, 
and to the Greeks Foohkiſhneſs, and conſe- 
quently appear'd to many of them more 
likely to be a Falſhood than a Truth. 

Not that I place the paſt or preſent Go- 
vernors of the Church upon the Level 
with the Apoſtles. For the Objection turns 
wholly upon the Diſpoſition of this or 
that Perſon, either to embrace or reject a 
Doctrine. So that whether it be an Apo- 
file, or any other Man that delivers a Do- 
ctrine, tis unreaſonable, according to this 
Author's Objection, for either of them to 
require an Univerſal Aſſent; becauſe it may 
appear to ſome not more likely to be true 
than falſe. 

But alas, tis all wild Sophiſtry that this 
Objection is grounded upon. For neceſ- 
ſary Doctrines there certainly are. I mean 
there are Doctrines, the Belief of which, 
is neceſſary to entitle us to the Benefits of 
the Chriſtian Covenant; ſo that without 
ſuch a Belief, no Perſon can have a Claim 
to thoſe Benefits. And if they are neceſ- 
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ſary for that End, then are they fit. to be 
enjoyn d. Therefore it muſt not be pre- 


tended that the Governors and Paſtors of 


the Church, are oblig'd to inquire what 
appears to be true or falſe to this or that 
Man: But to examine impartially whether 
a Doctrine is true or falſe in Reality; if 
true, whether neceſſary to be believ'd: 
and if neceſſary, to require an Aſſent to 
it, of all that join in Communion; altho' 
it may appear to ſome Perſons more likely 
to be falſe than true. For ſuch have no 
Right to join in that Communion. 

A third Objection is, * F the Matter 
of Faith be a Teſtimony, then thoſe Perſons 
are very unreaſonable who make and impoſe 
Creeds, or Articles of Faith, which are indeed 
no Teſtimanies. This Objection is expreſs'd 
in a very odd and ſurprizing Manner! For 
the Matter of Faith, or the Propoſition 
to be beliey'd, and the Teſtimony, are as 
widely different, as the Propoſition and 
the Aſſent of the Mind. For Teſtimony is 
the Ground or Authority that the Mind 
reſts upon, in giving it's Aſſent; and the 
Propoſition that which it aſſents to. And, 
no doubt, the Author's Deſign was to ſig- 
nify, that there are Perſons who impoſe 
Creeds, that are not grounded upon Te- 
ſtimony. 
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If ſuch Objectors wou'd inform the 
World, who thoſe Perſons are, I might 
know what to Anſwer. If 'tis the Church 
of Rome that is pointed at, I have nothing 
to urge againſt the Objection. 

But it has been the uſual Practice of 
Wile and Good Governors, to be wholly 

uided by the Scriptures, and Primitive 
Wricers The one affording Divine, the 
other, the beſt Human Teſtimony. It 
muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that they have 
not always expreſs d their Articles in Scrip- 
tural Terms. Therefore tis objected, 

4 That * thoſe who make and impoſe 
Creeds on others in doubtful and ambiguous 
Words; which perhaps neither the Propo- 
ſers, nor thoſe they wou'd impoſe their pre- 
tended Creeds upon, do underſtand, are ap- 
parently unjuſt and unreaſonable. And again 
afterwards, F to zmpoſe Creeds, or Articles of 
Faith, that are mere Speculations, Criticiſms 
in Words, or ſuch as ſerve only to amuſe and 
ruffle the Underſtandings, and genuine Rea- 
ſonings of Men, or ſuch as have no Apti- 
tude to any good, &c. to impoſe ſuch Creeds 
is highly Unreaſonable. 

A _ Load of Expreſſions, as it 
were induſtriouſly contriv'd to delude and 
impoſe upon the World! 


* Pag. 9. + Pag. 13. 
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*Tis certainly true, that Creeds were not 
intended to make Matters more doubtful and 
355 or to ruffle and confound the 

nderſtanding: but to fix the true and 
genuine Senſe of Chriſtian Doctrines. And 
here again our Adverſaries ought to have 
mark'd out that Church, which has abus d 
the World ſo grofly. If the Expreſſions 
were intended, as tis probable, to bring an 
Odium upon the Celebrated Council of 
Nice, for inſerting the Word 5oawn@» in 
their Creed, the Weakneſs of ſuch Re- 
flections will appear from Antient Hiſtory. 
For by That we are inform'd, that “ in 
thoſe Days the moſt dangerons Tenets were 
mnduſtriouſly ſpread abroad; the Church was 
miſerably divided, and Chriſtianity expos'd 
to open Deriſiun. That thoſe who then 
corrupted the Faith, made Uſe of Expreſ- 
ſions, that were not Scriptural: and by 
their ſubtle Diſtinctions evaded the Force 
of all that were. 

In this unhappy Extremity the Gover- 
nors and Paſtors of the Church, cou'd 
think of no better Method than to make 
Choice of a Word, that, at that particular 
Seaſon, wou'd ſerve to expreſs the ſtrict 
Meaning of the conteſted Doctrine, and 
cut off all Evaſion. A Word that their 
Predeceſſors had us'd to expreſs the fame 


* Vide Socr, E. Hiſt. L. 1. C. 6. Ihecd. L. 1. C. 2, 8. 
I 2 Doctrine, 
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Doctrine, many years before, as * Euſebius 
of Cæſarea acknowledg'd. In thort, ſince 
the Church-· Governors were oblig d by their 
Otces, to exert their Authority, for the 
Preſervation of the Church, and the Safety 
of true Belicvers, unleſs our Adverſaries 
cou d ſhew us a better Method, which 
might have been put in Practice at that 
critical Juncture, they convince us of No- 
thing but their Rancour and Prejudices. 

5. In the next Place tis objected, that 
+ if the Propoſition to be believ'd muſt ap- 
pear poſſibly true to him, whoſe Faith is re- 
quir d, then thoſe Creed-makers are unjuſt 
and very unreaſonable, who make and im- 
poſe Articles, that are contraditiory and ab- 
ſurd. This I readily grant, and know of 
no Church, which I'm oblig' d to defend, 
that is ſo unjuſt and very unreaſonable. 
But then tis ſaid, | 

6. That +zf 1 muſt be well aſſur'd that he, 
whoſe Teſtimony I am 10 receive as an Arti- 
cle of Faith, is himſelf capable of knowing 
what he propoſes to be true, or has it undoubt - 
edly from one that knows it, then they muſ? 
be very fooliſh and unreeſonable, that wou'd 
have me believe, that which they profeſs, 
is above their Reaſon, and yet cannot aſſure 
me it comes from any one that underſtands 
7. This Objection is undoubtedly level'd 
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againſt all ſuch as require a Belief of the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity. For they un- 
animouſly profeſs, that thoſe indeed are 
above our. Reaſon, that 1s above human 
Reaſon, or the Comprehenſion of Man; 
not. above the Knowledge of God, who 
ſees : thoſe Things clearly, that we can 
have no clear Conception of, in our pre- 
ſent State. But then we can and do aſſure 
our Adverſaries, that thoſe Myſteries come 
from one that throughly underſtands them, 
even from God himſelf: and have been 
deliver'd down to us, by a Cloud of the 
moſt Valuable Witneſſes, whoſe Teſti- 
monies we are always willing to produce. 
But to produce them here, wou'd be En- 
tring _ diverſe Controverſies, that 
wou'd divert me from my preſent Pur- 
poſe. 

As for two or three Objections that fol- 
low, they are either too Trivial to deſerve 
any Notice; or elſe the Subſtance of them 
is ſufficiently anſwer'd by what 1 have al- 
ready argu'd. Therefore I proceed, 

7. To conſider an Objection, which our 
Adverfarics judge very formidable, and al- 
ways preſs with the greateſt Vehemency, 
vig. that * as Contention and Strife have 
always been the Parents of Councils and 
Jynods, or Convocations; fo Creeds and Ar- 
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ticles of Faith, the Off-ſpring of theſe, have 
ever been fertile of more Diviſions and 
Animoſities. And Mr. * Marvel tells us 
that, as to the whole Matter of the Council 
of Nice, from one End to the other, tho 


the beſt of the kind, it was conducted by a 


Spirit of Ambition and Contention ; the 
12 „and ſo the greateſt Oecumenical Blow, 
that by Chriſtians was given to Chriſti- 


_—_ E 
ow it cannot be queſtion' d, but that 
any good Injunction, whether it relates to 
Faith or Practice, that is contrary to the 
Sentiments and Inclinations of a Party, will 
raiſe Diſquiet and Uneaſineſs. Men of 
warm Heads and active Spirits, will kindle 
Animoſities, and carry on their Reſent- 
ments according to the Extent of their 
Power. 

Theſe are the unhappy Conſequences 
on the one Hand. But then the Guilt of 
them is wholly owing to theſe Men, who 
combine to imploy their whole Strength 
in oppoſing the Truth. For at ſuch Sea- 
ſons, if Church-Governors ſhou'd not ex- 
ert themſelves in a ſtrict and awful Man- 
ner for the Defence of it, theſe Oppoſers 
wou'd find it in their Power to draw off a 
much greater Number of faithful Com- 


* Eſſay touching General Councils, &c. p. 367. 
municants. 
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municants. And whatever our Adverſaries 
pretend, the Decrees of an Aſſembly of 
Venerable Perſons, ſet a part for the Sa- 
cred Miniſtry, will have a mighty Influ- 
ence upon many Perſons, under their Spi- 
ritual Juriſdiction; altho' they are rejected 
with the greateſt Scorn and Indignation by 
the Men, to whom they are oppos'd. 

The Contentions that may ariſe from re- 
quiring an Aſſent to the Truth, cannot 
oblige them to yield it up, whoſe Function 
requires em to aſſert and vindicate it. 
* Suppoſe ye that I come to give Peace on 
Earth? ſays our bleſſed Saviour. I tell 
you nay ; but rather Diviſion. That is, by 
Reaſon of the corrupt Inclinations and 
Prejudices of Men, and their Averſion to 
the Religion, which he eſtabliſh'd, this 
wou'd be the unhappy Reſult. But yet 
God forbid, that this ſhou'd paſs for a good 
Reaſon againſt enjoyning the Belief of the 
Goſpel. For that which 1s True, Good and 
Obligatory cannot ceaſe to be ſo, becauſe ill 
Men will quarrel and oppoſe it: and if it 
does not ceaſe to be ſo, it ought to be 
ſtrictly enjoyn'd, and vigorouſly defend- 
ed when 'tis moſt in danger of being 
loſt. 

As for Quarrels, that may ſpring up, 
among the Clergy themſelves, upon ſuch 
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Occaſions, they are what any Society or 
Body of Men, that 1s concern'd in ws 
Laws and Injunctions, is liable to. 

And this Conſideration brings me to 
take Notice of the warm Reflections, ſo 
liberally beſtow'd upon the Council of Nice. 
To which let the learned Euſebius anſwer, 
who, as I hope our Adverſaries will grant, 
was an unexceptionable Witneſs; and 
ſome what better acquainted with the Pro- 
ceedings of that Aſſembly, than Mr. Mar- 
vel, being preſent at it. He informs us, 
that * ar firſt indeed Animoſities were too 
predominant ; (which may happen in any 
publick Aſſembly of the Laity, as well as 
Clergy, but that afterwards they were 


brought to perfect Harmony. f That the 


Doctrine was fully debated, examin d, and 
explain d; and after due Enquiry untver- 
ſally aſſjented to. Two of the Biſhops only 
rejected it, according to + Theodoret and 
the Synodical Epiſtle. 

Now conſidering the preſent View, I 
ſhall think it no Digreſſion to examine an 
egregious Slander, that 1 have obſerv'd in 
the Book of the Rights, grounded on a 
baſe and diſhoneſt Miſrepreſentation of 


Euſebius. 
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* This muſt be ſaid of that Synod, ſay 
the Authors of the Rights, that in all Pro- 
bability they had not declar d themſetues of 
this Opinion, had they not been cloſeted by 
the Emperour ; who as Euſebius ſays con- 
fer'd with them apart. 

Ex peed they wickedly interpret the be- 
ing cloſeted or apart; when 'tis undeniably 
clear from the entire Sentence, and it's 
Connexion with the reſt, that the Empe- 
rour was only aſſiſting to both Parties cz 
pied by Turns; and that too before the 
publick Aſſembly. Whoever Reads the 
Words, that J have tranſcrib'd from + Eu- 
ſebius, will want no further Evidence. 
This is a fiagrant Inſtance of the Diſin- 

enuous Practice of theſe Writers. 

Now as for the Diviſions and Variety 
of Creeds which follow'd ſoon after, thoſe 
Spiritual Revenges ſo much complain'd of 
2 Adverſaries, they were owing to the 


eterodox; who indeed ſtor'd the World 


with great Plenty, as 4 Secrates informs 
us. 
I come now to the laſt Objection of 
Moment, which I ſhall ſet down in Mr. 
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Marvels Words; becauſe the Upſtarts are 
much more beholding to him, than to their 
own Inventions. * Certainly, fays he; if 
any Creed had been neceſſary, or at leaſt ne- 
ceſſary to haue been imposd, our Si#vionr 
himjelf wou'd not have left his Church de- 
ſtitute in a Thing of that Moment; or how- 
ever after the Holy Ghoſt, upon his Depar- 
ture, was deſcended. upon the Apoſtles, and 
they, the Elders and Brethren, were aſſem- 
bled in a Legitimate Council at Jeruſaletn, 
it word have ſeem'd good to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and them, to have ſav'd the Council of Nice 
that Labour, &c. | 

Our Adverſaries then are confident of 
this, that whatever Proviſion ſhou'd be 
neceſſary in after Ages, by way of Creed, 
muſt needs have been prepar'd and deli- 
verd in Order and Form, by the Apoftles 


and Evangeliſts. But notwithſtanding all 


this Aſſurance, 'the Objection has nothing 
at Bottom. For, 


1. If the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts had 
deliver'd ev'ry Scriptural Doctrine, that has 
been, or ſhall be oppos'd by different Sects 
of Hereticks, in ſo many different Expreſ- 
ſions, that no Sect cou'd evade the Force 
of it, even the World it ſelf, cou d hardly 
have contain d their Books, For let an Ex- 
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preſſion be never ſo clear to one Set of 
Men, tis miſrepreſented and evaded by 
Another. And therefore, that there may 
be always a Remedy ſuitable to the State 
of Things; there are Church-Governors in 
ev'ry Age, to ſtate and word the Senſe of 
a Scriptural Doctrine, as Emergencies ne- 
ceſſarily require. The Council of Feruſa- 
lem ſeems only to have decreed what was 
neceſſary for the State of the Church, as 
it then was. Andevry Man knows, that the 
numerous Quirks and Evaſions of Arius 
and his Followers; were not broach'd till 
long after. 

2. Tis egregiouſly daring and preſump- 
tuous to ſay, that t wou'd have ſeem'd 
good to the Holy Ghoſt, at this or that Jun- 
cture. For this is to limit the Almighty, 
to act according to our corrupt Reaſon- 
ings ; and to make Human Judgment the 
Standard of Infinite Wiſdom. And with 
what Face can our Adverſaries ſo often 
exclaim, and ſay, ye take too much upon you, 
when they aſſume a greater Freedom, than 
wou'd become the Higheſt Order of Creat- 
ed Beings? 
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Of Myſtery. 
i br obſervable that our Free. Thinkers 


unanimouſly agree in Cavilling at 
Myſtery, and repreſenting thoſe 
that are chiefly oblig d to defend it, as 
Men of ſecular Deſigns, who have nothing 
ſo much at Heart, as to make themſelves 
Great and Powerful by hindring the free 
Exerciſe of Reaſoning, and keeping others 
in the Dark. | 

And to make them Stink among the In- 
habitants of the Land, they run Parallels 
between Pagan and Chriſhan Prieſts, af- 
firming that the latter were * not able to 
part with Myſterious Obſcurity, which ſo 
long preſerv'd the prieſily Intereſt and Power. 
And we are told, Þ Tis moſt clear, that 
Myſtery and dark Notions vented in hard 
Words, are not ſtudy'd or maintain'd for the 
Sake of Religion, but for the Prieſt's parti- 
cular Intereſt and Power. That Þ they were 
calculated to ſtop the Mouths of ſuch, as de- 
mand a Reaſon where none can be given; 
and to keep as many in Ignorance, as Inte- 
reſt ſhall think convenient. 


- 


* Hiſt. of Religion, printed with other Tracts in 1709. p. 310» 
T P.311, + Chriſtianity not Myſterious, p. 123. 
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Since our Adverſaries have gone ſuch 
Lengths, tis no Wonder that they join 
together two Things ſo very different, as 
Myſtery and Perſecution; to make their 
Charge againſt the Prieſthood as Spiteſul 
and Miſchieyous as poſſible. This is like 
crying out Popery, when Male- contents 

ow weary of a Government. Myſtery 
and Perſecution, tis pretended, are the Tu- 
telar God and Goddeſs of the new Syſtems. 
T Myſtery and Perſecution, two very necef- 
ſary Points to preſerve an implicit and eu- 
tire Submiſſion to Prieſts, and to their Opi- 
nions. 

Whoever has obſerv'd theſe and the like 
Expreſſions, if he be a Stranger to our 


Religion, and the diſingenuous Practices of 


theſe Writers; may be apt to imagine that 
the Chriſtian Myſteries are only ſome Se- 
crets of human Contrivance, invented by 
a Knaviſh and Crafty Set of Men, that 
was obligd to conceal them, in Order to 
Tyrannize over the Reſt of Mankind. 
But ſure thoſe that contrive ſuch foul 
Aſperſions, and publiſh ſo falſe a Charge 
to the World muſt have abandon'd all 
Senſe of Honour and Juſtice. For they 
know, that ſuch as ſtand up in Defence of 
the Chriſtian Myſteries, pretend to under- 
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ſtand no more of them than what they 
daily publiſh; and are willing to commu- 
nicate to all the Chriſtian World. They 
know that they profeſs Secreſy in no Part 
of Religion; but what muſt be equally a 
Secret to themſelves and others. For 
whatever is beyond the Limits of human 
Reaſon, is Myſtery to them in common with 
the Reſt of Mankind 
And this is the only 
that our Adverſaries ſeem to be offended 
at. For they are willing to acknowledge, 
that the Word is ſafe and innocent, when 
it ſtands for the Doctrines of the Goſpel 
ih general, as they were hidden from for- 
mer Ages, and afterwards reveal'd for the 
Growth and Progreſs of Chriſtianity ; for 
the Union between Chrift and his Church, 
Sc. In a Word, they take it for ſome what 
that is obſcure only for Want of Revela- 
tion, and not for any Want of Capacity 
to underſtand the Nature of the Thing. 
And this muſt be granted, that the Word, 
as 'tis uſually apply d in Holy Scripture, 
ſignifies ſuch Things as were unknown, 
becauſe formerly they were either not at 
all, or not fully Reveal d. But then we 
may with juſt Reaſon go further, and ap- 
ply it to thoſe Truths, that are not un- 
derſtood, becauſe they cannot be compre- 
hended by Human Reaſon : for thoſe as 
well as the former, are undoubredly divine 
| Secrets; 


Kind of Myſtery 


1 
= Li g _ 


$0 of Myſtery. Chap. III. 


Secrets; tho' upon a different Account. 
And we may as reaſonably make the Ap- 
plication, as we may ſay, that a certain 
Paſſage in Holy Scripture is dark and ob- 
ſcure, altho' the Scripture it ſelf does not 
mention it as ſuch. Indeed, I'm perſuad- 
ed they wou'd never contend with us a- 
bout this Application, if they cou'd be 
convinc'd, that ſuch Doctrines cou'd be 
propounded to our Belief. 

To inſinuate (as our Adverſaries are 
wont to do) that we Teach Doctrines, 
that are in their own Nature incomprchen- 
ſible, is groſly Injurious: we never aim'd 
at any Thing ſo monſtrous and extrava- 
gant. For we always grant, that whatever 
is Truth, is n it ſelf Intelligible; and that 
all Truths are actually underſtood by ſome 
Intelligent Being: tho not by us. Tis 
certain there is no Truth that is unintelli- 
gible to God. And doubtleſs the bleſſed 
Angels diſcern many Things, as they are 
in themſelves, which at preſent we can 
have no clear Conception of. 

In ſhort, the molt Momentous Part of 
the Debate about Myſtery lies within this 
Compaſs, vis. whether thoſe Things, the 
true Nature of which, 1s not perceiv'd by 
human Reaſon, in it's preſent State, can- 
not in ſome Senſe be the Gbjects of Hu- 
man Belief : And whether that Doctrine 


which ſeems to be a Contradiction for 
Want 


; 
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Want of knowing the true Nature of 
Things, be ſo in Reality. 

And to cut off all that is ſuperfluous, I 
ſhall reduce the Difficulties of our Adver- 
ſaries to the four following Heads. 


Either, 1. They fay that they know not 
what the Things arc, that are to be be- 
liev'd, they have no Ideas of them: and 
what we they no Ideas of, 'tis impoſſible 
to aſſent to. 

Or, 2. That they have Ideas: but that 
thoſe Ideas are contradictory, and conſe- 


quently the Belief of that which is call'd 


the Myſtery, is repugnant to Senſe and 
Reaſon. 

3. They pretend, that 'tis not juſt and 
proper to 4 from the Myſteries of Na- 
ture, to the Myſteries of Chriſtianity: be- 
cauſe, as to the former, we ſee plainly that 
the Thing is ſo. 

4. That they can diſcern no good End 
or Service, that ariſes from ſuch unintelli- 
gible Doctrines. 

1. They fay that they know not what 
the Things are, that are to be beliey'd, 
they have no Ideas of them; and what 
they have no Ideas of, 'tis impoſſible for 
them to aſſent to. Thus they declare in 
* a Letter to theClergy of both Univerſities, 


* 
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Letter to the Cle gy of both Univerſities, concerning the 


Trinity, 6c. p. 32. 
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that they do not disbelieve them, becauſe they 
cannot (as their Adverſaries moſt diſinge- 
nuouſly object againſt them) apprehend the 
Manner how they are done, but becauſe they 
do not apprehend what the Things are, that 
are to be. believ'd.——T hat in a Myſtery we 
have no Ideas at all. — And that we can 
have no Belief, when we have no Ideas to 
exerciſe our Belief about. 

If indeed, we had no Ideas at all, it 
wou'd be the greateſt Abſurdity to pre- 
tend to Belief. To believe without Ideas, 
is the ſame as to believe Nothing : for 
when we have no Ideas anſwerable to the 
Nature of a Thing, nor any Repreſenta- 
tion of it, 'tis as Nothing in Reſpect of 
our Faculties. But, if we examine an 
of the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, we ſhall 
find that we have Ideas, tho' not anſwer- 
able to the Thing as it really is; and that 
our Aſſent is agreeable to thoſe Ideas. This 
Conſideration ought to be carefully ob- 
ſery'd, becauſe it deſtroys the chief Pillar, 
that our Adverſaries reſt upon. 

Thus, for Inſtance, let us take a Do- 
ctrine that they are obſtinately averſe to, 
viz. the Doctrine of the Trinity. And con- 
cerning this I muſt obſerve, that we are 
oblig'd to believe no more, than our Ideas 
will allow us to believe; that is (to pre- 
vent Miſtakes) we are not oblig'd to aſ- 


fent to ſuch a Notion of the Trinity, as is 
exactly 
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exactly ſuitable to the Nature of it: but to 
a Notion that ariſes from ſuch 2 Repre- 
ſentation of it, as our preſent Faculties 
are capable of Receiving. So much as lies 
out of their Reach, we are only oblig'd to 
believe, is what we cannot now compre- 
hend, or attain to the Knowledge of. 

I may form a Notion of God; and when 
I'm aſſur'd by Reaſon and Revelation that 
there is but one God, I have this Idea, 
that the Divine Eſſence or Subſtance is 
undivided. And when I'm told, that this 
one God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
I have this Conception, that there is a 
certain Diſtinction or Relation, between 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, that is con- 
ſiſtent with the Unity of the Divine E(- 


ſence. 


Now, if I were requir'd to believe the 
Modus, wherein this Relation or Di- 
ſtinction exactly conſiſts, I ſhou'd be, ob- 
lig'd to believe what I have no Ideas of. 
But ſince that is Impoſſible; I'm only re- 
quir'd to believe that the exact Nature of 
the Diſtinction or Relation, is what I can- 
not attain to the Knowledge of. Of which 
Propoſition I have an Idea. 

If it be ask'd for what End, the Word 
Perſon is ſo frequently us'd in this Diſpute, 
I muſt anſwer, that 1 humbly conceive tis 
apply'd to ſignify rather wherein the Di- 


ſtinction between Father, Son, and Holy 
$1 Ghoſt, 


84 Of Myſtery. Chap. III. 


Ghoſt, does not conſiſt, than wherein it 
does, Viz. to ſhew, that tis not in the 
Divine Eſſence or Nature. 

And when we uſe the Words, Begotten 
and Proceeding, they are intended to ex- 
preſs the Order of the three Perſons, and 
ſignify that the Divine Eſſence is different- 
ly communicated; which we may believe 
without knowing preciſely the Difference 
of the Communication. 

If I proceed from the Trinity to the In- 
carnation, it will alſo appear, that as to 
that Doctrine, we make no Pretence for 
believing without Ideas. For when we 
conſider the Son of Gad, as Co-eternal 
with his Father, and as a Being of infinite 
Perfections: and join theſe Ideas to thoſe 
that we conceive of a Human Soul and 
Body; and then ſuppoſe this Being, to be 
ſo united to a Human Soul and Body, 
as to make one Chriſt; as a Human Soul 
and Body, tho of different Natures, make 
but one Man, thus far it can't be ſaid that 
we want Ideas; but that our Ideas are 
very ſhort of the Objects they repre- 
ſent. 

But if we were oblig'd to believe the 
ſtrict Nature and Manner of this Union, 
then indeed, we ſhou'd be oblig'd to what 
is impoſſible, viz. to believe without Ideas. 
Therefore this is no Part of our Obli- 


gation. | 
| The 


Reer 
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The Rule will hold, if we apply it to 
thoſe glorify'd Bodies, which we ſhall put 
on at the Reſurrection; to the Rewards 
of Heaven, (which are uſually conſider'd 
in theſe Diſputes) or any Thing elle rela- 
ting to another World, that is Dark and 
Myſterious. 


I am oblig'd to believe, that our glori- 
fy'd Bodies ſhall be Unchangeable and 
Immortal. I know what Ideas the Words 
Unchangeable and Immortal ſtand for; 
and that my Belief is anſwerable to thoſe 
Ideas. But if tis inquird what ſhall be 
the Conſtitution of thoſe Bodies, it muſt 
be acknowledged that our Ideas cannot 
reach it: and therefore, 'tis not our preſent 
Concern, no Object of our Belief. 


I believe, that the Rewards of another 
World are exceeding Great and Glorious; 
and far Superior to all the Enjoyments of 
this Life. And ſuch a Conſideration is 
ſufficient for it's End, viz. to make a laſt- 
ing Impreſſion upon the Mind, and bring 
it to a lively Senſe of the great Importance 
of Religion. But yet, 1 have no Notion of 
theſe Rewards, as they really are in them- 
ſelves; and therefore am not obligd to 
conceive the exact Nature of them. 


So that, upon the whole Matter, it 
plainly appears, that we urge no Impoſſi- 
bilities; that we pretend to no more _ 

what 
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what we are capable of, vig. to believe 
according to our Ideas. 

Now when our Adverſaries tell us that 
they disbelieve, becauſe they do not ap- 

ehend what the Thing is, that is to be 
believd; if they mean that they cannot 
apprehend it, as it really is; The Force 
of the Objection will extend further than 
they deſign, even to the Rewards of Hea- 
ven. But, if by not apprehending, they 
mean that we have no Ideas at all, their 
Objection will not hold in that Senſe. For 
I have ſhewn, that we have Ideas to re- 
preſent thoſe Myfteries which they reject; 
that we aſſent in a Manner ſuitable to thoſe 
Ideas, and only believe that whatever is 
beyond, is Truth unintelligible to us. I 
＋ 1 therefore to the ſecond Plea, which 
18 chis, 

2. That we have Ideas, but that thoſe 
Ideas are contradictory; and conſequently 
the Belief of that which is call'd the My- 
ſtery, is repugnant to Senſe and Reaſon, 
For ſometimes our Adverſaries affirm, that 
they * do not reject the Doctrines of the 
Trinity and Incarnation, becauſe they are 
Myſteries, but becauſe they are plain Con- 
traditions to Reaſon and common Senſe, 
and conſequently Untruths. 


— 


» 


* Conſiderations on the Explications of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, by Dr. Wallis, &c. p. 30. 
Now 
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No before we affirm any Propoſition 
to be contradictory, we ought to have a 
clear Conception, of the Parts, in com- 
paring them together. To aſſert boldly 
without diſcerning a real Diſagreement, 1s 
by no means conſiſtent with Senſe and 


Reaſon. 


What then, are our Adverſaries arriv'd 
to ſuch clear Conceptions, ſuch a full 
Comprehenſion of the Nature of the God- 
head, as to be aſſur'd it is impoſſible, that 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ſhou'd be 
but one God? Or, that the Son of Gad, 
conſider d as God, ſhou'd be united to a 
Human Soul and Body ? 

*Tis moſt certain, if they are but Men, 
they do not and cannot ſo well compre- 
hend the Nature of the Godhead, as to 
ſhew from That, that either of theſe Do- 
ctrines is a Contradiction. For no Human 
Underſtanding can frame an exact Con- 
ception of it. And upon the Nature of 
the Godbead, they 4. nh to ground 
their Blaſphemy, when they talk of Con- 
tradiction. 

When tis ſaid that One and the ſame 
Body may be in different Places, at the 
ſame Time, I have a clear Conception, ſo 


| far as the Contradiction reaches. For I 


know, that all Bodies are finite and limited, 
and can extend no further than their Di- 


menſions will allow. And therefore, if is 
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be ſaid that one and the ſame Body, whoſe 


Limits are confin'd to ſuch a Place, is at 


the ſame Time contain d in Another; I 
fully diſcern that tis a Contradiction. If 


I'm told, that three Men are but one Man, 


here again I have a clear Conception, as 
to the Contradicton. For I underſtand 
three Men to be three Beings, evry one 
of which conſiſts of a Soul and a Body ; 
and Im aſſur'd that three Souls and three 
Bodies, cannot be but one Soul and one 
Body. 

But now when we meet with this Pro- 
poſition, that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
are one God, the Matter is quite other- 
wiſe: We cannot, as in the former Caſes, 
diſcover a real Diſagreement in the Parts 
of it: becauſe we cannot perceive the ex- 
act Nature of the Unity; altho' we are 
fully convincd it is in the Divine Eſ- 
ſence. 

So that here is this manifeſt Difference, 
that as to the before-mention'd Caſes, we 
have a clear Conception, but as to this 
we have not: and therefore tis contrary 
to Senſe and Reaſon to call it a Contra- 
diction. | 

To proceed, if it were affirm'd that In- 
finite is bounded by Finite, or that a Be- 
ing which fills all Places, is limited to the 
Confines of an Human Body, I plainly 
diſcern, that this contradicts my Reaſon, 

becauſe 


\ 
\ 
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becauſe tis evident that That which is ev'ry 
where, cannot be only in this or that par- 
ticular Place. But if 'tis ſaid, that there 
was ſuch a ſtrict Union between the XH, 
and an human Soul and Body, as to make 


one Chriſt; ſince we pretend not to fix 


upon the Manner, in which the ſtrict 

nion was made, tis weak and irrational, 
to call it a Contradiction. For tis paſſing 
a Judgment upon what we know not. 

If indeed we certainly knew theſe Do- 
ctrines to be Contradictions, then it wou'd 
be the greateſt Abſurdity to attempt a Vin- 
dication. But ſince neither we nor our 
Adverſaries can diſcover a Contradiction 
in the Nature of theſe Things, (which 
neither we nor our Adverſaries can compre- 
hend) that odious Word, Contradiction, 
ought to be laid afide by all that pretend 
to Thought and Reaſon. 

And for what Reaſon ſhou'd we be ſo 
unwilling to confeſs our Ignorance, con- 
cerning thoſe Things that Human Under- 
ſtanding cannot Fathom? If we have ſuch 
Faculties in Perfection, as are proper to 
the Rank and Order to which we belongs 
we have all the Intellectual Powers that 
we can wiſh for, as Men. "Tis no Diſgrace 
to know leſs than any Superior Rank of 
Beings. And to pretend that we are ca- 

able of comprehending all that is com- 
prehenſible, is to make our Selves Gods. 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, if there are Myſteries in Finite 
Beings, that we evry Day ſee and feel; 
no wonder that an Infinite Being, which 
we have not ſeen, is ſo very Myſterious. 
And our Adverſaries grant, as it will pre- 
ſently appear, that there are Myſteries, 
and ſeeming Contradictions in Nature, 
which they are not able to unfold, or ac- 
count for. This leads me to conſider, 

3. That they pretend 'tis not juſt and 
proper to argue from the Myſteries of Na- 
ture, to what we call the Myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, becauſe as to the — we 
ſee plainly that the Thing is ſo. 

*Tis well known that the Trinitarians in 
theſe Diſputes, have conſtantly introduc'd 
the Myſteries of Nature; to ſhew that tis 
not a ſufficient Reaſon to disbelieve a 
Thing, becauſe tis unintelligible to us, or 
ſeemingly contradictory, for Want of a 
thorough Knowledge of it. This, with 
great Reaſon, has ——_ been judg'd a 
very ſafe and pertinent Way of Arguing. 
But we ought nor to negle& what our Ad- 
verſaries have reply'd, They will by no 


means, allow the Parallel. For they tell 


us expreſly, that the * Socinians themſelves 
believe a great many Myſteries in Nature; 
of which no Human Reaſon can give an Ac- 


— — 


* Conſiderations on the Explications of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, by Dr. Wallis, &c. p. 30. 
count, 
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count, nay Reaſon objetts againſt them, and 
Profeſſedly contradicts them. But then, ſay 
they, tho we ſhould grant, that we believe 
ſome Myſteries 7 Nature or Art, againſt 
which Reaſon objects, and many Ways con- 
tradicts them; yet is this no Plea for the 
Trinity, or the Incarnation. For if we be- 
lie ve Natural or Artificial Myſteries, tit 
becauſe we plainly ſee that ſo the Thing is: 
we ſee or we feel, or have ſome other un- 
demable Proof of the Thing. 

This Conſideration therefore ought not 
to be neglected, as if our Adverſaries had 
either careleſly or deſignedly paſsd over 
this Way of Arguing. Bur, if 1 miſtake 
not, they have ruin'd their own Cauſe. 
For by allowing thus much, they recede 
from their wonted Pretence, and grant that 
a Thing may have the Appearance of a 
Contradiction to Human Reaſon, for want 
of a perfect Knowledge of it, and yet be 
receiv'd as Truth. And conſequently, ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Reaſon, they muſt 
be determin'd by external Proofs, whether 
an unintelligible Doctrine ought to be re- 
ceiv'd or not. 

Now I ſhall not, in this Place, examine 
the particular Proofs, that we urge for our 
' Belief of the great Myſteries of Chriſti- 
anity: for here I am only endeavouring 
to remove thoſe Fundamental Prejudices, 
which being once remoy'd, we might hope 
M 2 tor 
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for a happy Agreement, in the moſt weigh- 
ty Particulars. 

At preſent it ought to be conſider'd, that 
as all Proofs muſt be ſuited to the Nature 
of the Thing that is to be prov'd; and as 
Seeing and Feeling are undeniable Proofs 
of the Objects of Senſe: ſo when the Proof 
of a Thing depends upon Words contain'd 
in a certain Book, which was written for 
the nobleſt Purpoſes; and without any De- 
ſign of Guile or Fallacy, the moſt obvious 
and natural Senſe of the Words, affords 
us a clear and full Proof of the Thing; if 
they can poſſibly bear that Senſe, when 
they are compar'd with other Expreſlions, 


in the ſame Book, relating to the ſame. 


Thing. So that in theſe Caſes, as well as in 
the Myſteries of Nature, we may ſee plain- 
ly that ſo the Things is; unleſs we ſuffer 
our ſelves be overcome with Prejudices. 
And doubtleſs Prejudice may cauſe a Man 
to deny ſome Myſteries of Nature, which 
others are fully convincd of; and upon 
the beſt Grounds. 


Now our Socinian Adverſaries, and we 


are agreed about the Authority of the Holy 


Scriptures in general; we are agreed that 
ſome very important Paſſages relating to 
the Diſpute between us are genuine. There- 
fore let them but lay aſide the Pretence of 
Contradiction and Abſurdity; and ſuppoſe 
that they are ar leaſt, as ignorant of the 

Divine 
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Divine Eſſence, as of the Myſteries of 
| Nature, and then try to which Side the 
Truth belongs; that is, which Side chiefly 
obſerves the moſt * eaſy, natural, and ge- 
nuine Interpretation of Holy Scripture. 
5 | Þ I ſhall condemn them out of one of their 
moſt celebrated Tracts. ＋ It is true the 
Socinians have ſtrained their Wits to give 
ot her Senſes of theſe Verſes, viz. the firſt 
Verſes of St. John's Goſpel, or ſo to inter- 
pret them, as to make their Saviour nothing 
but a Man. But after all, 

4. They tell us, that they can diſcern no 

End or Service in requiring an Aſſent to 
ſuch unintelligible Doctrines as thoſe, that 
are call'd the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. 
For + what, ſay they, can be the Effect of 

„ au wnintelligible Myſtery upon our Minds, 
but only Amuſement ? * To what End ſhould 
God require us to believe, what we cannot 
underſtand. . 

Now, if it be ſuppos'd that we cannot 
| fully determine at preſent, for what Ends 
Myſterious Truths ſhou'd be propos'd to 
our Belief; we cannot therefore conclude, 
that our Aſſent is not requir'd to any ſuch 
Truths, or that there can be no good Rea- 
ſon for our Aſſent; unleſs we will impi- 


— ——— 


See Chap. I. p. 41. + Accurate Examination of the 
Principal Texts, uſyally alledg'd for the Divinity of our Savi- 
our, ec. P.20. + Growth of Deiſm, printed with other 
Tracts 1709. p. 17. * Chriſtlan. not Myſterious, p. 137. 
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ouſly pretend to“ fathom the Diſpenſations 
of infinite Wiſdom, and affirm, rhat God 


has no other End for enjoyning any Thing, 


than what we are able to diſcover. 


But ſince our Adverſaries are ſo preſ- 


ſing in their Demands; and will not ac- 
knowledge , that they diſcern any Rea- 
- ſons, why God ſhou'd require the Belief 
of Myftery: but with a daring Freedom 
of Speech ſuggeſt that the Effect of it, is 
only Amuſement, I humbly offer the two 
following Conſiderations; with which 1 
ſhall conclude this Chapter. 


1. Tis Reaſonable, that God ſhou'd 
make as full a Trial of our Fazth, as of 
our Obedience; ſince he has given us Fa- 
culties for both; and made the Exerciſe of 
the former, as well as of the latter, neceſ- 
to Salvation. 

We are ſo fram d, as to meet with many 
Difficulties, and a = Oppoſition in 
the Practical Part of Religion; that our 
Sincerity may be made manifeſt, by a glo- 
rious Conqueſt. In like Manner, that the 
Exerciſe of our Faith may be found truly 
Great, tis fit that the Mind ſhould meet 
with thoſe Difficulties in ſome of the Ob- 
jets of Belief, that are moſt proper for a 
Trial; ſuch as require a warmStruggle with 
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Pride and Prejudice. Tis fit that ſome- 
what ſhou'd be propounded, which we 
are oblig d to aſſent to, not on the Ac- 
count of our Knowledge or Comprehen- 
ſion, or Reaſonings about the Nature of 
it; but by Reaſon of the Authority and 
Veracity of the Revealer. | 

Now Nothing can be more proper for 
this End, than what we call Myſtery. For 
when we endeavour to examine into the 
Nature of the Thing, Reaſon falls ſhort, and 
a ſtrong Conceit of human Abilities often 
tempts Men to reject it. So that an AC 
ſent to it, is a due Submiſſion of our Will, 
and a right Exerciſe of Faith. And, 

2. There are noble Purpoſes, for which 
we ſhould be oblig d to believe the great 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity. And it muſt 
fill ev'ry good Man with Horror, when 
ſuch Things are repreſented as only A- 
muſements. . 

If God's Love was manifeſted by ſend- 
ing his only Begotten Son into the World; 
and that Son was not a mere Man, but 
God of God: then tis reaſonable that our 
Aſſent ſhou'd be requir'd — 
that we may expreſs the Highe/? Senſe of 
the Divine Goodneſs. And whenever we 
fall below that Notion , after 'tis ſuffici- 
ently reveal'd to us, we muſt fall ſhort of 
our Duty : becauſe we cannot acknowledge 


God's Favour to be ſo great as it really is. 
| Again, | 


Again, if the Son is God, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is God, then there was an unex- 
ceptionable Reaſon for revealing this Do- 
ctrine, viz. that we may worſhip the Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt as God; that we may pay 
thoſe Acts of Adoration, which arc due, 
and only due to an Infinite Being. 

Tis impoſſible, according to the Nature 
and Order of Things, that the ſame Kind 
of Worſhip ſhou'd be due to a Finite or 
Created Being, which belongs to that which 
is Infinite and Uncreated. All Acts of Sub- 
miſſion are due to Beings , according to 
the Order that they belong: and to ad- 
dreſs in the ſame Manner to Infinite and 
Finite Beings, is to place them upon a 
Level. So that if the Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt be God, we ought to diſtinguiſh 
them as ſuch, from all Created Beings. 

Laſtly, if theſe Corruptible Bodies, ſhall 
put on Incorruption, then 'tis fit and rea- 
ſonable, that an Aſſent to this Doctrine 
ſhould be requir'd, that we may joyfully 
expect that Myſterious Change; and give 
due Praiſe and Honour to God, for his 
gracious Deſign of raiſing theſe Tabernacles 
from the Duſt; and of purifying them in 
ſuch a Manner, that they may mutually 
partake with our Souls in the Everlaſting 
Joys of his Kingdom. 

O the Depth of the Riches, both of the 


Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! 
- CHAP. 
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of the Authority of the Antient, © 


" Fathers. 


* "LL the Glory of the Fathers (1 
ſpeak of the Ante-nicene Fathers, 

u except alſo Origen out of the 
Number) is wholly due ( lays a Socinian 
Writer) to the Vanity of modern learned 
Men. And this is the Notion that is 
agreeable to the common Sentiments of 
e pretended . Free-Thinkers ; and affords 
em à conſtant Feaſt of Mockery and Ri- 


dicule. Only ſometimes; they are willing 


to make the Exception ſome what larger, 
and join one or two more with Origen. 

If the Authority of the Antient Fathers 
be urg'd, they are call'd Credulous Old Fools. 
And we are preſently told, thut the plain 
Paths of Reaſon, are to be prefer'd to the 
inſuperable Labyrinths of the Fathers. Theſe 
and the like Expreſſions; are the deciſive 
Anſwers. And the Contagion has lately 


 prov'd ſo Epidemical in this Kingdom, 


that were it not for the reſolute and un- 
wearied Endeavours of a few Excellent 
Writers, ſome of which now- re& from 
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Again, if the Son is God, and the Holy F 
Ghoſt is God, then there was an unex- 
ceptionable Reaſon for revealing this Do- 
ctrine, viz. that we may worſhip the Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt as God; that we may pay 
thoſe Acts of Adoration, which arc due, 4 
and only due to an Infinite Being. 

Tis impoſſible, according to the Nature 
and Order of Things, that the ſame Kind 
of Worſhip ſhou'd be due to a Finite or 
Created Being, which belongs to that which 
is Infinite and Uncreated. All Acts of Sub- 
miſſion are due to Beings, according to 
the Order that they belong: and to ad- 
dreſs in the ſame Manner to Infinite and 
Finite Beings, is to place them upon a 
Level. So that if the Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt be God, we ought to diſtinguiſh 
them as ſuch, from all Created Beings. 4 

Laſtly, if theſe Corruptible Bodies, ſhall 
put on Incorruption, then tis fit and rea- 
ſonable, that an Aſſent to this Doctrine 
ſhould be requir'd, that we may joy fully 
expect that Myſterious Change; and give 
due Praiſe and Honour to God, for his 
gracious Deſign of raiſing theſe Tabernacles 
from the Duſt; and of purifying them in 
ſuch a Manner, that they may murually 
partake with our Souls in the Everlaſting 
Toys of his Kingdom, 

O the Depth of the Riches, both of the 


Wiſdom and Knowledge of God ! 
CHAP, 
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* LI the Glory of the Fathers (1 
ſpeak of the Ante-nicene Fathers, 
and * alſo Origen out of the 
Number) is wholly due ( lays a Socinian 
Writer) to the Vanity of modern learned 
Men. And this is the Notion that is 


agreeable to the common Sentiments of 


the pretended Free-Thinkers; and affords 
em a conſtant Feaſt of Mockery and Ri- 


dicule. Only ſometimes; they are willing 


to make the Exception ſomewhat larger, 
and join one or two more with Origen. 

If the Authority of the Antient Fathers 
be urg'd, they are call'd Credulous Old Fools. 
And we are preſently told, f thut the plain 
Paths of Reaſon, are to be prefer'd to the 
inſuperable Labyrinths of the Fathers. Theſe 
and the like Expreſſions, are the deciſive 


Anſwers. And the Contagion has lately 


prov'd ſo Epidemical in this Kingdom, 
that were it not for the reſolute and un- 
wearied Endeavours of a few Excellent 
Writers, ſome of which now ref from 
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their Labours, the Works of theſe Holy 
Men had been almoſt exploded and for- 
gotten. | 
Many Perſons have been quite diſheart- 
en'd, and wholly call'd off from Searching 
the Records of Antiquuy, to imploy their 
Time in airy Speculations, and Enquiries 
of much leſs Importance. | 
And in Truth, that general Contempt, 
to which the Writings of the firſt Vene- 
rable Prelates, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, 
have been expos d for above theſe twenty 
Years, has given one of the deepett 
Wounds to Chriſtianity. For when we 


once forſake the oa Paths, we wander in 


the Dark, and are ſoon loſt in infinite 
Mazes and Labyrinths. Evry Man then 
thinks for himſelf in the worſt Senſe, that 
is, he ſets his Invention to Work, and 
brings forth Wild and Heterodox Con- 
ceptions, and confidently vents his Ne- 
fangled Notions, as the Senſe of Chriſt's 
Doctrines. | 
But now. according to what I obſerv'd 
in the firſt Chapter, they: who live at, and 
near the Time, when a Doctrine or Inſti- 
tution is firſt reveal d or enjoyn d, are the 
beſt Judges of the Modes of Speaking, 
= dre. and Cuſtoms proper to it. 
And conſequently, if any of the moſt earl 
Writers of the bunch, who were Men of 
ſtrict Integrity, and ſufficient Abilities and 
Pg Appli- 
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Application, haye left any Records behind 
them grounded upon the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation; thoſe are the moſt uſeful and pro- 
per to direct us in examining that Revela- 
tion deliver'd co. us in the Holy Scriptures; 
ſo far from obſtructing a right Freedom 
of Thought, that they give the greateſt 
Aſſiſtance towards it. And that Senſe of 
a Doctrine or Inſtitution, which was uni- 
verſally embrac'd for Truth, when the Go- 
ſpel was firſt publiſh'd ; by thoſe that were 
ſufficiently qualify'd, and indefatigably in- 
duſtrious to learn, and teach, and obey it's 
Precepts; canuot fairly be judg'd a Fal- 
ſhood by any ſober Thinker, unleſs there 
is plain Demonſtration that it is (o. 
Therefore, what 1 ſhall. think my Self 
N to prove, is that the Writings of 
Perſons thus qualify' d, are ſtill extant a- 
mongſt us; that the Glory of the Fathers, 
of the fieſt three Centuries, is not due to 
the Vanity of modern learned Men. And 
to diſcharge this Work effectually, tis ne- 
ceſſary to inquire into the Characters of 
theſe Writers diſtinctly; and to conſider 


fſuch particular Objections, as fall in with 
this Examination. 


There are many general Objections in- 
deed, which the Cavillers vent at Random. 
But thoſe have been lately conſider' d in a 
Compendious Manner, by the Reverend 
Mr. Reeves in his TER co the Apologies 

- of 
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of Juſtin Martyr, &c. And to That I re- 
fer the Reader; and come to a particular 


Examination. And I ſhall have ſuch a 


Regard to Truth, as to give up Thoſe Fa- 
thers that cannot be fairly defended. 


To begin, There is an Epiſtle publiſh'd 
under the Name of a certain Perſon call'd 
Barnabas. And in a Tra& juſt now quo- 
ted, tis ſaid, that * what all Fudicious 
Men think of it, is, that it is indeed very 
Antient; being quoted by Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, and Origen; but that it was forg d 
about the Beginning of the ſecond Century, 
or the ſecond Century being well aduanc d. 

Now that all Judicious Men think tis 
very Antient, and that they grounded their 
Judgment upon what Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, and Origen have written N e 
it, is as true, as tis falſe, that they all 
thought it was forg d about the Beginning 
of the ſecond Century, or when the ſe- 
cond Century was well advanc de. 

So neceſſary it is, to ſeparate the Sen- 
tences of ſome Men; who have got a ſub- 
tle, diſingenuous Trick of Tacking Truth 
_ Falſhood together, in the fame. Pe- 
riod. 3 4 

Tis granted then, on both Sides, that 
the Learned on this Account, have Re- 


* Judgment of the Fathers, p. 8. 


courſe 
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courſe to the Teſtimonies of Clemens Ale- 
xandrinus and Origen. But, whatever are 
the Concluſions of the Learned; if we 
wou'd frame a right Judgment, we muſt 
carefully examine and compare what theſe 
two celebrated Writers have teſtify d. 
And according to the Rules of right Rea- 
fon, and the ſafeſt Way of Judging, if we 
can produce no Teſtimonies more Antient, 
or of better Authority; nor any unanſwer- 
able Internal Arguments to oppoſe them, 
thoſe Accounts ought to determine us. 
* I need not uſe many Words, ſay Clemens 
of Alexanaria, if I urge the Teſtimony of 
the Apoſtolical Barnabas, who' was one of. 
the Seventy, and a Fellow-worker with St. 
Paul. Then he cites a large Paſſage con- 
tain d in that Epiſtle, which is now extant. 
And this is not the only Confirmrtion he 
gives: for he cites it L frequently upon 
other Occaſions. r eil: 0503 310m off 
J FOrigen'\calls it the Catholic Epiſtle of 
Barnabas. And Vindicates a Paſſage, in 
ſuch a Manner, that we may plainly: per- 
ceiye it's Authority, was then generally 
acknowledg'd in the Church. For he ſup- 
poſes, that Celſus had taken Occaſion from 


—— 4 


— _ ——_— nth. M4 —— 
1 . 


'* Os 10% M re, Aber | We a T A - 
xov Baprot gv 0 5, FT PN 2 4 2 F nad u. 
Strom. L. 2. | 410. + Pag. 373. 375. 389. 396. 37m. 
2 ry our cy Th Bagraca LOT] $7179Ay Contra 
Celſum, I. 1. p. 49. | E 
1 | 


thence 
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thence to. repraach the Chriftiansz and 
might well have ſpar'd himſelf. ſome Pains, 
by giving a very ſhort and deciſive An- 
ſwer; if it had been judg'd a ſpurious Per- 

Both theſe early Writers agree in this, 
that the Epiſtle was pen'd by a very re- 
markable Perſon call'd Barnabas; and that 
it was receiv d as a Book of great Autho- 
rity in the Church; by their Manner of 
quoting it. And the more Antient of the 
two, ſpeaks of it without Dithdence, as 
written by Barnabas a Fellow-warker with 
St. Paul. For which Reaſans, ſince No- 
thing of Moment appears to the contrary, 
we may fairly conclude, that it's Author 
was that Barnabas, who was * ſeparated 
with Paul, for the Mort,  whereunto the 
Holy Gba had call d him. 

The utmoſt, that Euſebius ſays, amounts 
to no more than this, that it was not uni- 
verſathy receiv d as a Part of Rely Writ. 
For tis clear, if the Whole of what he 
ſays: be conſider'd, that he does not uſe 
the Word 4 O, in a ſtrict and proper 
Senſe, when he mentions this Epiſtle. 


FJ th. th. tt. 
— 29 
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Acts 13. 2. + Exc. Hiſt, L. 3. C. 25. L. 6. C. 13, 14. 
+ Improprie hoc nomen uſurpat Enſebius, pro libris ſcilicet qui 
awbigue ſuut auttoritatis; cum s, dici debeant libri adulterini 
4 hareticis conſicti, de quibus mentio fit in fine huj us Capitis. 
Valeſius. | 

But 
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But tis ſaid, that * he more Learned 
and Impartial Criticks, freely obſerve cun- 
cerning this Epiſtle, that tir full of ftrain'd 

a dull Allegories, extravagant and incon - 

ous Exylications of Scripture ; and abun- 

Th! dance of ſilly and notorions Fables concern- 
ing Animals. | 

This Account ſeems to be borrow'd of 
the famous * Cotelerius Doctor of the Sorbon, 
whom all allow to have been a Man of 
eminent Learning. And it were to be 
wiſh'd. that ſo great a Man had expreſs'd 
himſelf with more Tenderneſs and Regard. 
However, tis apparent that this Objection 
is of no Service to our Adverſaries. 

For the Fictions, Repreſentations, or Fi- 
res us'd by Barnabas, areno Proof of In- 
ncerity: and if his Expreſſions are clear and 
intelligible, as they certainly are, concern» 
ing a controverted Doctrine of Moment, 
which he muſt have learn'd by converſing 
with the; Apoſtles, tis ſufficient for our 
Purpoſe. | 
But beſides, different Methods of urg- 
ing and applying Scripture have been found 
proper, if not neceſlary, in different Ages 
or Places; according as the Genius of a 
People requird. And altho' ſuch Methods 
of interpreting Scripture, as Barnabas us d, 
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have been long exploded; yet they were 
certainly very proper and beneficial ' in 
thoſe early Days, to work upon ſuch as 
had been lately converted from Zudaiſm, 
and were conſtantly accuſtom'd to Alluſions 
and Allegorical Interpretations. 


This Author indeed has wrote but little, 
that our Modern Controverſies are con- 
cern'd in. But that little being deliver'd 
from a Perſon ſo conſiderable, deſerves a 
careful Examination. And tis no ſmall 
Satisfaction to find that what he has wrote 
of that Nature, is ſtill extant in the Greek 
Copy : And tis worth remarking , that 
when we have only an old barbarous Tran- 
ſlation of the firſt four Chapters, and part 
of the fifth, that in that Part of the fifth; 
which is extant in the Original, we meet 


with ſomething very inconſiſtent with the 


Hocinian Schemes, 


I think it is of no great Moment, to 
know exactly at what Time this Epiſtle 
was pen'd; tis ſufficient to learn, that twas 
Written by one of Sr. Paul's Coadjutors. 
And 'tis probable, that he endeavour'd to 
imitate St. Paul's Writings; as tis very 
natural for a Companion to endeavour to 
imitate ſo great a Pattern. 


I proceed in the next Place to conſider 


the Authority of Hermas, who is rejected 


by our Adverſaries with great — 
| an 


chief Subſtance of the firſt Command. 


end thay md nv. Adverſus Hareſes, I., 4. C. 37, 


2, Cle- 
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and branded with the odious Character of 

an * Impoſtor. rt... | | 
Doubtleſs 'tis repugnant to Reaſon and 


common Senſe, to plead the Authority of 


One that deſerves a Title ſo infamous. 
But if he was (what I believe, I ſhall prove 
he was) an Apoſtolical Writer of great 
Repute, in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 


we ſhall have a freſh Inſtance of Partiality 


and Injuſtice. To clear this, I ſhall pro- 
duce ſuch Teſtimony, as nothing but a 
wild and ſceptical Diſpoſition, can incline 


us to Queſtion. And if our Adverſaries 


will reject ſuch Teſtimony, I muſt ask 
whence they borrow their Information ? 
How many Years have expir'd ſince their 
Witneſſes liv d? Whether their pretended 


Champions were not of Teſterday ? 


1. Irenæus ( whoſe ſingular Worth is 
conſider d in the following Chapter) writes 


thus. + Well therefore hath the Scripture 


ſaid, Firſt of all, believe that there is one 
God; who created, perfected, and gave Be- 
ing to all Things, out of Nothing. Which 
Quotation is manifeſtly taken from the ſe- 
cond Book of Hermas, and contains the 
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1 C lemens of Alexanaria makes fre- 
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divine nely t lermas in a fl ſaith, 
that Viſions and Revelations are for thoſe 
that are double-minded; and diſpute in their 
Hearts, whether theſe Things be fo or 
not. 

3. Origen ſays, + I do believe that Her- 
mas ig the Author of that Book, which is 
call d the Paſtor ; which Writing is very 

- profitable, and as I think divinely inſpir a. 

Laſtly, Euſebius tells us, that + where- 
as St. Paul in his Salutations, at the End 
of. his Epiſtle to the Romans, ' mentions 

ermas among It others, who is ſaid to be 
the Author of 2 Paſtor, it ought to be ob- 
ſerv d, that this Book is doubted of by ſome; 
. wherefore it cannot be reckon'd gs thoſe 
that are f undoubted  durberity others 
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'tis efteemd highly neceſſary ; and eſpecially 


for thoſe that are to be inſtructrd in the ' 
Rudiments of our Religion. Therefore .. 


find "tis read publickly in the Churches; and 
quoted by the moſt Antient Writers, ' 
Now if we wou'd frame a right Judg- 
ment, we muſt compare theſe Authotities 
together. N f ade: „g 
The firſt direct iy calls it Scripture ; the 
ſecond expreſſes as much in other Words; 
the third tells us plainly what his Belief 
was, Viz. that Hermas was the Author, 
and that the Book was divimely inſpir d. 
Euſebius allows, that it was ſaid to be 
wrote by that Hermas, whom St. Paul 
mentions towards the Cloſe of his Epiſtle 
to the Romans; which muſt” ſignify; wit 
we conſider the whole Paſſage) that if was 
the general Perſuaſion; that this Book was 
wrote by ſuch a Perſon : He acknowledges 
that it was read in the Churches, and 
quoted by the moſt Antient Writers. On- 
ly it was doubted of. But what was that 
Joubt? It was, whether it was Scripture 
or not, and that only amongft' ſome Per- 
ſons. After Weighing all theſe Confide- 
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, rations together, I think tis ſufficiently 


clear, that Hermas was an Apoſtolical (it 
not an inſpir d) Writer, of great Repute 


in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 


Tis granted, that the Book was written 
by the Author in the Greek Tongue, and 
, : | | Q . 10 Bn that 


| 
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that we have only a Latin Tranſlation re- - 
maining. But that Tranſlation agrees ſo 
well wich the Quotations of the Antients, 
that the Learned find no Reaſon to ſu- 
I ſhall ſpend no Time in anſwering ſone 
frivolous Objections, that are urg d againſt 
this Author; becauſe, whoever reads his 
Book deliberately will diſcern that they 
are too weak and trifling to deſerve any 
Notice, - And -I'm perſuaded; that the 
more Thought and Induſtry. we beſtow 
upon this Mriter, the more we ſhall eſteem 
his Performance: which is only deſpis'd-- 
becauſe tis often read with too much Cold- , 
neſs and Neglec. K 1 01 
But, I confeſs, if tis againſt the Laws, | 


of God to aſſert Free-will and Condi- 
tional Predeſtination, (as ſome, Enthuſia- 
ſtick Dreamers pretend) [I myſt at once 
give up the Authority of Hermas, and o- 
ther Antient Writers of eminent 'Repute. 

The next Primitive Writer. that comes 
under Conſideration, is Clement Biſhop of. 
Rome. Who is. generally acknowledg'd tq_ 
be that Clement, whom St. Far mentions; - 
Philip. 4.3. ET e 

All Parties are ſo well agreed about 
the Authority and Uſefulneſs of his! 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, that it 
wound be ncedleſs to ſay any Thing in 
Vindication of it. The Arians, ge F 
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and Eraſtians, all boaſt of him as an Abet- | 
ter of their ſeveral. Tencts. Whatever is | 
thought of his Concemporaries, tis * The 
Divine Clemens Romanus. And this Epi- | 
ſtle is not only, granted to be genuine; bur 
tis + affirm'd, Fhat Mr. Dupim very truly 
adds, one may. diſcern in this Writer, 4 | 
great deal f Energy and gor, accompa- 
nied with. much Prudence, Gentleneſs, 2447 | 
and Chariiy. This indeed is an excellent 
Character, and doubtleſs very juſt. But 
then, by the Way © how er . 
this Socinian contradict, himſelf? In one 
and the ſame Treatiſe he tells us, that all 
the Glory of the Anti-nicene Fathers, ex- 
cept Origen, 4s holly due io the Vanity of 
modern learned Men; and yet declares, that 

One may, diſcern in Clemens Romanus 4 
I great deal of Energy and Vigor, accompa- 
„ nied with much Gentlenefs, Feat and Cha- 
rity... 1. find Truth will, come our ſome- 
times, notwithſtanding Prejudice and Con- 
. tradict ion. 1 32 
F But to return, I fay tis needleſs to 
* ſpend; any Time in extolling this Epiſtle; 
all Parties being a reed as to it's Worth, 
| tho? not as to it's Meaning. 5 
it But concerning the ſecond Epiſtle, hand- 
ed down to ys in his Name, we have not 
it * — — IFN 
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* Rights of the Church, pag. 167, 4 Judgment of the 
14 Fathers, pag. 29. | 
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plain, becauſe there are no ſuch Teſtimo- 


* k * 


nlies to eſtabliſh its as are applicable to the 
cannot ob- 


before - mentionꝰ'd Treatiſes. 


ſerye, that any of the Fathers of the fir 


mend it. 

The firſt Writer that mentions it, is 
* Euſebius, who tell us, that There is 4 
ſecond Epiſtle, which is reputed to be Cle- 
ment's ; b that it was nat fa well receivd 


as, the firſt, betauſe not us d by the Antients, 
And Þ St. Jerom ſays, that they rejetted it: 


So that it cannot be prudent to lay any 
front Streſs. upon it. Therefore I ſhall 
cave it, and proceed to the Epiſtles of the 


celebrated Ignatius, Biſhop of Autioch;, 


and a Diſciple of St. Fohn, 
Theſe contain many of the moſt vaſuable- 


Paſſages that Antiquity affords us; 


true and Scriptural Doctrine 2 
The Socinian Objector does not deny, 


that we have ſtill the Epiſtles, that are 


— 


— — 
89 ® 


„ i opgins Th Sine d merle yreeupror med pike, on 
py 5 rös 29 eerie lope. Ecc. Hiſt. L. z. C. 38. 
+ Fertyr & ſecunds ejus nomine Epiſtola, que a veteribus repro- 
batur. Car, Scrip. Fcclel.” | 
quoted 


. of ti e A Chap INV. 
the like Aſſurance. And the Reaſon is 


three Centuries, either quote or recgm- 


or the 
ſupport of that Hierarchy, which we 128. 
perſuaded is of divine Appointment; and 
for eſtabliſhing that Noble Senfe of Chriſts 
Divinity, which we receive as the only 


er 5 is N Auge ns ehoy ail, N Ki immnay' & 


|, 2 
; 


— 
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5 ann nnen To 
quoted by the Antients, under the Name 


of Ignatius: but boldly affirms, that * They 


—— " . 


. Mr.Whiſton, who profeſſes a i eat Eſtecm 
for Antiquity (and is ſo far unlike moſt of 


aſſerts, that + The Larger Epiſtles 27 5 
e is 


- 


Interpolated bs are alone the Genuine 


* 
. 


piſtles of that Father. And 


few Words may ſuffice in Anſwer to the 
fotmer: becauſe the Citations of the An- 
tients, which I ſhall refer to, in conſider- 
ing the Latter, are ſo many Proofs of the 
Weakneſs of the Former. And therefore, 
I. hall only ſer down a few Paſſages to 
_a_—_ 

+ One of our Faith, ſays Irenzus, who 


— 


8 * _— 


3 Jud ment of the Fathers, p. 10. + Diſſertation updn 
the Epiſtles of Ignatins, p. 1. + Ns ihn ms F rigen, As 
1 es O pagrogier xaGxgtks we; Holm ——Adverſus 

28. 


WAS 


Hareſ. L. 5, C. 28 
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was condemn'd to Beaſts hath ſaid.-And 
*Euſebius informs us, that this Author 
cited by Irenzus, was Ignatius, the very 
ſame Ignatius, that was Biſhop of Antioch, 
and conſequently no Impoſtor. | Origen, in 
one Paſſage before a Citation, mentions his 
Name, and his diſtinguiſhing Worth; and 
in another, his Name and his Dignity in 
the Church. Þ I remember, ſays he, that 
one of the Saints, Ignatius by Name, hath 
ſaid — + T have found it elegantly written 
in the Epiſtle of a certain Martyr, Ignatius 
the ſecond, Biſhop of Antioch after Peter --- 
In ſhort. there is one Chapter, which 1 
have juſt now refer'd to, in Euſebius's Hi- 
ſtory ſo full to our Purpoſe, that it muſt 
convince, 'ev'ry Impartial T Hinker of the 
"Weakneſs of what the Sorinian has ob- 
jected. And let our Adverſaries bring forth 
their ſtrong Reaſons, and prove by better 
Teſtimonies, if they can, that theſe Epi- 
ſtles were Forg d; or forbear to trouble the 
World, with partial and groundleſs Con- 
jectures. 8 * 4230001 
As for the greateſt Part of what Mr. 
Whiſton has wrote, concerning the Copies 
of theſe Epiſtles, I believe the World will! 
* Ecc, Hiſt. L. 3. C. 36. + Denique memini aliquem ſanctorum | / 
dixiſſe, Ignatium nomine, de Chriſto Prolog. in Cant. Cant. 
+ Eleganter in cujuſdam Martyris epiſtola ſcrittum reperi; nf t 
zatium dico, Epiſcopum Antiochia poſt Petrum, ſecund um 
Homil. 6. in Lucam. . 


—_— 


| hardly 
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hardly ever think it worth their Notice. 
The Extremity of Prejudice and Partia- 
lity; and his chief Aim in this Underta- 
king are viſible enough. And in his firſt 
Edition, eſpecially, he has publiſh'd incx- 
cuſable Marks of his raſh Diſpoſition, 

Indeed, conſidering what has been for- 
merly written, all that now ſeems to de- 
ſerve a ſerious Confutation, is contain'd 
under his fifth Head; and therefore I ſhall 
confine my ſelf to that. And I ſhall have 
Recourſe to his Diſſertaion, as tis printed 
in his Primitive Chriſtianity Revivd; for 
I ſuppoſe, he is of Opinion, that his ſe- 
cond Thoughts are beſt, | 

His fifth Head is intended to ſhew, that 
the“ Antient expreſs Citations out of theſe 
Epiſtles, that are not equally in both Edi- 
tions, for the Firſt Six Centuries at leaſt, 
do in general much better agree to the Larger 
Epi Fer than to the Smaller. So that to 
diſcover what Ground there is for this, or 
the contrary Notion tis neceſſary to con- 
ſider the ſeveral Citations. 

But there is Nothing of Moment, for De- 
termining of This Controverſy, that can 


be gather'd from the Writers before Eu- 
ſebius. 


As for Euſebius, Mr. WWhiſton tells us, 
that T of all the Antients he has given ut 


— — 


pag. 46. + Pag. 47. 


the 
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the moſt Light concerning Ignatius and his 
Epiſtles; and that therefore his Citations 
cannot but be of the greateſt Conſequence in 
this Matter. x 

And he ſays * it is evident, that if we 
keep ſtrictly to the Medicean Greek, and 
Euſebius's own Text, the Citations agree 
with the Larger Copy in Ten Places, and 
with the Smaller in only T hree. | 

Now it does not appear, that + Euſebius 
tranſcrib'd any more Expreſſions from I- 
natins, than what are contain d in two . 
piſtles; one to the Romans, and the other 
to the Church of Smyrna. And two of 
Mr. Whiſton's Ten Remarks, which relate 
to the Titles of two other Epiſtles deſerve 
not the leaſt Notice. 

As for the Citation from the + Epiſtle 
to the Romans, Mr. Whiſton has ade ſe- 
ven Remarks in favour of the Larger Copy; 
but with how; much Sincerity and Inge- 
nuity let the Reader judge, from what I 
ſhall offer to his Conſideration. 

Tis Obſervable, that the Epiſtle to the 
Romans was not contain'd in the Medicean 
Copy. And Iſaac Vaſſius has prefix d theſe 
Words to that Epiſtle; Quæ Hactenus dedi 
Grace, ſic reperi in MSto Florentino. Quæ 
deinceps ſequitur ad Romanos epiſtola, ex 
vulgatis ante editionibus adjunxi. Sed ve- 


— — 


Pag. 44. T Ecc. Hiſt, L. 3. C. 36. 4 Sect. 5. 


tus 


* 
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tus eſt Latina ejus Interpretatio. He ſays 
alſo in his Introduction to his Comments on 
that Epiſtle, Ex veris, & genuinis Ignatii 
literis (ola hæc requirebatur in codice illo 
optimo Bibliothece Medicee. Utinam etiam 
hanc dare potuiſſem quam ad Romanos ſcrip- 
fit Fanctiſſimus Martyr. And Mr. Whiſton 
could not but know that the Paſſage which 
he has tranſcrib'd, in order to make his 
Compariſon, was not taken from the Me- 
dicean Copy: for he has tranſcrib'd it Ver- 
bat im, from that of the Codex Colbertinus 
which was publiſh'd by Nuinart; and is 
printed in the ſecond Vol. of Dr. Grabe's 
Spicilegium, and in the Edition of Ignatius, 
printed at Oxford in 1708. And yet this 
Man has the Modeſty and Integrity to ſay, 
it is evident, that if we keep ſtrictiy to 14 
Medicean Greek, and Eulebius's own Text 
the Citations agree with the Larger Copy in 
Ten Places, and with the Smaller in only 
Three, when Seven of his Ten Places be- 
long to the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
Indeed the only Perfect and Authentick 
Copy of this Epiſtle, is that which was pub- 
liſh'd by Ruinart, and Dr. Grabe has made 


this Remark concerning it. * De Epiſtola 


ad Romanos ſolum tribus verbis moneo, eam 
ab Uſſerio & Voſſio, in nullo MS Codice Greee 
ſinceram inventam, ſed ape antique Latine 


f ticilegium Patrum, Vol. 2. p. 8. 
T4 ver- 


1 
Wi 
l 
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verſionis ab interpalationibus defæcatam fu- 
iſe, donec eam antiquis Actis inſertam , 
nuper Nuinartus edidit. 

So that we can only compare Euſebius 
with the Medicean Copy, by the Citation 
taken from the Epiſtle to Smyrna, which 
is certainly contain'd in it. 

Here indeed is Evidence enough: For 
beſides Paſſages of Scripture; theſe Words 
are inſerted in the larger Copy; Gn co» Td 
v Y gαννενο yore avry or cwpalk oe 
v Aον, U, Which are not contain'd in 
Enſebius's Citation, nor in the Medicean 
Copy. And the Words aur Maile, which 
are contain'd in both, are omitted in the 
larger Copy. | 

ay Mr. Whiſton himſelf grants, that 
+ in the laſt Paſſage which Euſebius quotes 
(that is, I muſt add, in the Paſſage which 
muſt determine the Matter) he much better 
agrees with the Smaller than with the Lar- 


ger Copy. 


What his Tenth Remark ſtands for, I 
know not; unleſs it be to point out what 
makes againſt him, 

Thus at laſt it appears, that the Light 
which this Celebrated Writer has given us, 
only helps to diſcover Mr. A hiſtan's Pre- 
judices. And what immediately follows 
in his Treatiſe, relating to this Citation is 


Sect. 3. 1 Ecc. Hiſt, L. 3. C. 36. 4 P. 5+ 


too 


* 
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too weak and trifling to deſerve one ſeri- 
ous Reflection. 

The next expreſs Citation, as He ob- 
ſerves is that of * Athanaſius. After he 
has ſet a Mark upon the Man, and given 
ſome Vent to his Uncharitable Thoughts; 
he tells us plainly, that I he awns this Ci- 
tation is not at all in the larger Copy, as to 
the principal Paſſage, but the direct Con- 
Irary. | 

Now the ſame Paſſage that Athanaſius 
quotes, is alſo borrow'd by Theodoret and 
Gelaſius; and Mr. Mbiſton in his + former 
Edition, tranſcrib'd it, as 'twas us'd by all 
Three. Tis very manifeſt what fort of 
Copy Athanaſius follow'd: for his Cita- 
tion differs but little from the ſmaller 


ä 8 — — 
tt. — * — —_ tt. — ä 


— 


* "Ire n@- dir, 6 7 Tos Wees os Alexei gn fondo 
cs, g, telervi & xoumd gl, gebe I! © wels, 
abus, sds lated; de oreprincs, 1 Triuglnxes, nome; © a ious, 
& arypury Frcs, Os frrams Com ed), Y tn Miuedas © on 
Yeo, De Synadis, p. 781. | 

Ext letggs ar mg, Tt #94 TY gilixes g 3 A 
oy ozpxs rep ©» 956, ov akzrara 95 d,, % ous Mugs 
x tn. 318, rear mins 8 win ata3. ad Epheſ. Soft, 7. 
Smaller Copy. f 

ares 5 h $31 6 e De, 6 A % &T elles 
6 F. Ae ade, FI hee’, meme Nie xen 1 
re, T eie ud, deb lu d- ＋ ven, T aty Aer 4+» 
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Larger Copy. ties. F. . 
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Copy, but is irreconcileable with the lar- 


ger. However Mr. I hiſton tells us, * that 
tho Athanaſius quotes this Paſſage, accord- 


ing to the Spurious or Smaller Copy, yet does 
he appear not to have been a Stranger to the 


Genuine or Larger one, even in this very 


place, But how does this appear? Why 


truly, firſt he hints, that there is an zmme- 
diate Alluſion to the Larger, where the 
Word zya|@r is the peculiar Attribute of 
the Father, That is, becauſe he uſes the 
Word quite differently, and according to 
the Smaller Copy, therefore he mult of 
Neceſlity allude to the Larger; Excellent 
Reaſoning ! 

And ſecondly, Athanaſius muſt needs al- 
lude to the Larger, becauſe he refers to 
Scripture, and ſays, © % Xe owps e. 
Which Paſſage, except Xen for A5y@p, is 
in the Larger Copy. But then Athanaſius 
has not 3 join d this Expreſſion 
with his Citation from Ignatius, but gives 
it afterwards as a Reaſon why Ignatius 
truly ſaid, that our Saviour was born or 
begotten. And the Reaſon, one wou'd 
think, was obvious A without the 


ing — 2 
Þ+ Theodoret, as J obſerv'd before, had 


* P.56. + El; larggs is oxprixes 2 iu, Woes i; 
du,, th Age Tic, Os reg Com An en Macins 
o 985 Team mini, =, min ami; lues XR © ne 
ape, Dial. 1. p. 34. 

Recourſe 
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Recourſe to the ſame Paſſage that is cited 
by Athanaſius : and his Citation is alſo irre- 
concileable with the Larger Copy. It 
differs indeed, in ſome meaſure, from the 
Smaller: but *tis manifeſt which was the 


Copy in Eſteem in Theodoret's Time. For 


he has borrow'd no leſs than * Six Paſſages 
from Ignatius, that agree much better with 
the Smaller Copy than the Larger. And 
in his + Third Dialogue, he has borrow'd 
a Paſſage from the Epiſtle to the Church 
of Smyrna, that is extant in the Medi- 
cean Copy, but entirely wanting in the 
Larger. 

And as for Pope + Gelaſius, tis ma- 
nifeſt that he either tranſlated from the 
ſmaller Greek Copy, or tranſcrib'd from a 
ſmall Latin Copy. So that as to what has 
been already conſider d all the Evidence 
is againſt Mr. hiſton s Aſſertion. 

The * next expreſs Citation ( vis. the 
next to that of Athanaſius : for I only 
join d Theodoret and Gelaſius with him, be- 


— —C 


* Dial. 1. p. 33. ad Smyrneos, Sect. 1. 4. p. 34. ad Epheſ. 
Sect. 18. 20. ad Tralleſ. Sect. . Dial. 2. p. 86. ad Smyrn. Set. 3. 


+ Edgaecfizs % @&9rPogets 5x demdVger.), Ale T5 wh noroger The 


$0,441 0Hgrg 214 & ourug®- vawar luer Xead, 1 b 
4 aud πντνgναν, 1» xeagoTin 6 ar 471. Dial. 
3. p. 154. ad Smyrn. Sect. 7. r Unis Medicus eft carnalis 
& ſpiritualis, factus c non ſuctus, in Homine Deus, in Morte 
Vita Rterna, ex Maria & ex Deo, primum paſſivilis c tune 
1mpaſſivilis, Dominus noſter Feſns Chiriſtus. De duabus Chriſti 
Naturis. P. 56, 57- 
cauſe 
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cauſe their Citations are plac'd together 
in the former Edition of the Diſſertation) 
Mr. Whiſton ſays, is that of the Author 
of the Books, publiſh'd under the Name of 


Dionylius the 1 But wherever 


it ought to be plac'd, he acknowledges, 
that it determines nothing to the preſent 
Purpoſe. | 

But then he proceeds, and tells us, that 
* the next expreſs Citation, and that the 
Largeſt and moſt Exact in all Antiquity, is 
that of the Chronicon Alexandrinum, or 
Paſchale. And that it belongs to that Ori- 
ginal Part of this Chronicon, which ap- 
pears to have been made in the fourth Cen- 
tury, &c. His Account of this Chronicon 


yo 


he has taken from Dua Freſue's Preface. 


And Du Freſne + has obſervd, that this 
Work had two Authors, and ſuppoſes 
(but does not prove) that the former liv'd 
about the Time of Conſtantiut. But he 
has told us in the “ ſame Preface, that the 
Name and Country of the Author are un- 
known. So that this full and expreſs Cita- 
tion is but an uncertain Authority, and of 
no Weight againſt the certain Authority 
of Euſebius, Athanaſius ; Theodoret and 
Celaſius. | 


* * ——_—— 


42 


— 


* P.g7. 1 Chron, Paſch. p. 221, 222. ad Trall, Sect. 10. 


. . ? * P. 37. 
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\* The next expreſs Citation, he ſays, is 
alſo a very remarkable one, and that of the 
moſt Learned of the Latin Fathers, | wes 
himſelf; and that without Diſpute, it be- 
longs to the larger Epiſtles only. Then he 
ſets down r two Paſſages, and concludes, 
that *tis here ſo very plain, that Jerom 

uotes the Larger Epiſtles, but not the Smal- 
* that there can be no imaginabie Pre- 
tence to the contrary. | 

Now he thinks himſelf well ſupported. 
But what is this mighty Bulwark, this 
moſt wonderful expreſs Citation? a meer 
Shadow. *Tis ſo plain, fo very plain, that 
here St. Ferom has not tranſcrib'd one 
Word from either Larger or Smaller Epi- 


Sh. 


* Pag. 58. Þ Tune Simon Magus & Menander diſcibulus 
ejus, Dei ſe aſſeruere virtutes: Tunc Baſilides ſummum Deum 
Abraxas, cum 365 eonibus, commentatus eſt: Tunc Nicolaus, qui 
unus de ſeptem Diaconis fuit, die noctuque nuptias faciens, KC. 
Adverſus Lucif. p. 304. | 

Nunguid non poſſum tibi totam veterum ſcriptorum ſeriem com- 
movere: Ignatium, Polycarpum, Ireneum, Fuſlinum Martyrem | 
multoſque alies Apoſtolicos c Eloquentes viros; qui adverſus Ebi- 
onem & Theodotum Byzantinm, Valentinum, hec eadem ſentientes, 
plena ſapientia volumina conſcrigſerunt ? Adverſus Helvid. p. 141; 

nine rd Agen, ws ima ECA. Ad Philadeiph, 
Sect. 6. Larger Copy. 
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ſtles, that *cis- hard to know what Mr. 
Whiſton intended by this 4 Pretence. 
For St. Ferom only mentions Ignatius, a- 
mongſt other Apoſtolical Men, for writing 
againſt certain Hereticks, and uſes none of 
his Expreſſions. And might not Ignatius I 
write, againſt the Doctrines of thoſe Per- 
ſons, without mentioning their Names? 
But now I muſt obſerve, that when * St, 
Ferom quotes ſome of Ignatius's Expreſ- 
lions, from the Epiſtle to the Church of 
+ Smyrna, he plainly follows the Smaller 
Copy; and omits thoſe Texts that are in- 
— in the Larger, and not in the Smal- 
r. | 
Mr. Whiſton paſſes from Ferom to Chry- 
ſoſtom, and — two Citations. The 


former he allows to be equally in both E- 
ditions. But the latter, he ſays, 4 is alone, | 
in ſo many Words in the Larger; the Smal- 
ler having dropt the Word yours in the 
Concluſion of the Sentence, which yet we 1 
know was in — 2 _ | \ 
This is a ſmall Matter. But ſurely he fi 
might have obſery'd, that * Sir Henry Savile 21 
has urg'd good Reaſons to ſnew that, that 
Oration did not belong to Chryſoſtom. — 
+ Thus far, ſays Mr. I hiſton, the expreſs 1 
Citations of the Antients, do almoſt wholly en 
— . — — OX * 
Catalog. Scrip. Ece. myrn. C. 3. 80. C. 2 
Chryfe 52175 Ek. Tom. 4 - — Tom. 8. 4 wt MN C. 
Sec. 5. ad Policarp. Sect. 4. See his Annotat, f P. 60. 
621 | favour 
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On the contrary, 1 have ſhewn that we 
have the Authorities of Euſebius, Atha- 
naſius, Ferom, T heodoret and Gelaſius againſt 
the uncertain Authority of a Book that 
was wrote, by we know not whom, we 
know not where. | 

He produces but two Teſtimonies more, 
For as he truly obſerves, the Quotations 
made by Ephrem Patriarch of Antioch, 
Joannes Rhetor, Jovius the Monk, Gilda: 
and Leontins Byzantinus determine no- 
thing in the preſent Caſe. 

The former Teſtimony is that of * Ste- 


phen Gobarus, who ſays, that Ignatius, Cle- 


mens, Euſebius and T heodoret condemn the 
Hereſy of the Nicolaitans; but quotes not 


one Syllable of Ignatiuss Epiſtles. And 


what this ſignifies to the Purpoſe, is be- 
yond Diſcovery. | 

The Latter 1s taken from the Works of 
+ Gregory the Great. And indeed the 
Words Auw ; xdgs, tranſcrib'd by Gregory 
from Anaſiq/ius, with Regard to Ignatius, 
are contain d in the Larger Copy of the 
Epiſtles, and not in the Medicean Copy. 


nee A 744 6 OvoPoges, © Tie 6 8 Eu 
5 nauer, & Oxeerns d aden, ru fp Nis A xaos 
ebe, F J Nixeaaer N e, n er. Photii Bibliothec. 
3 23% + Regiſt, L. 4. Indic. 13. Ep» 37. Epiſt. and Ephei. 


Q 2 This 
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This. ſmall Advantage muſt be allow d 
Mr. IM hiſton. And to that I leave him; ha- 
ving ſaid what I hope is ſütbcient. for _ 
preſent urpoſe. 


There is but one * any — * ; 


belongs to any of. choſe, that are-call'd the 
Apoſiolical Fathers, and that is part of an 
Pbille to the Philippians; wrote by the 
Divine Polycarp, who was ordain d Biſhop 
of Smrna by the Apoſtles. | 

It conſiſts of ſuch Holy precepts, and 
ſuch pious and devout Expreſſions, as are 
ſuitable to ſuch a Heavenly Diſpoſition:. - 

But neither has this /eſcap'd the Rude 
Cenſures and Ridicule of our Adverſaries. 
It * is queſtion d whether the Epiſtle, 
handed down to us under the Name of 
Polycarp be true and genuine, 


And 'tis queſtion d, whether the cenvine 
Copy did not conclude with the Twelfth 


Chapter. 
1 ſhall reply to both theſe. Difficultes. 
And as to the former it mult be obſerv d. 


1. That Jrenzus ſays, + there is à moſt: 


excellent Epiſtle of Polycarp to the Philip- 
pians: which — with the Reſt of 
the Account he gives of it, manifeſtly 
ſhews, that it was extant in his Time. 


— - * — 


" Judgment of the Fathers, p. 10, 11. 7 Ke 58 an 
Nenuxgens a2 2 —— — 3 
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jus Hæreſ. L. 3. 


2. * Ex- 
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2. Enſebius informs us, that an Epiſtle 
of EEA Philippians was extant. 
in his Time: and that he borrou d ſome Te- 
imonies From the - firſt | Epiſtle : of Peter: 
And ſuch Teſtimonies are contain'd- in the 
preſent Copy. f He alſo recites the ninth; 
ane we have now in the Ori- 
ginal, excepting two or three Words at 
the Concluſion, which are loſt, together 
with the Reſt of the Greet Copy. But there 
ſtill remains an 3 Verſion: 

Laſtly, + St. Zerom ſays, that Polycarp 
wrote a very uſeful Eviftl: to the Philippi- 
ans, which to this Day is read in the Aſia- 
tick Aſſembly. 

Therefore, unleſs dur Adverſaries cou'd 
ſhew, by expreſs Teſtimony, that the Cop 
was wholly loſt or corrupted ſince hoſe 
Times, the former Objection is of no Mo- 
ment. 

As to the other Pretence, tis ſufficient 
to anſwer, that Euſebius recites the Thir- 
teenth Chapter, in which the Epiſtles of Ig- 
natius are applauded and recommended. 
And conſequently, that was contain d in the 
Copy extant in Euſebius's Time. And un- 


leſs our Adverſaries cou'd prove that Eu. 


1 


by 


ers Ye igen ais Adge, nixeury he wagmeia ha} ths 
niręu rige im, · Ecc. Hiſt. L.4. C.14. + L. 3. C. 36. 
+ Scripſit ad Philippenſes valde utilem Epiſtolam, qua uſque Hod it 
in Aſie conventu legitur. Cat. Script. Ec L. 3. C. 36. 
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ſebius had not the true Copy, this Opi- 
nion alſo is wild and groundleſs. 

I have now endeavour d, in a few Lines, 
to vindicate theſe Pious Remains of Chri- 
ſtian Antiquity ; which belong to ſome of 
thoſe Sincere and Devout Men, that con- 
vers'd with the Apoſtles of our bleſſed 
Lord. Becauſe our Adverſaries, under a 
Pretence of Freedom' of Thought, have 
been remarkably Induſtrious to rob Them 
of their Glory; and Us of the Benefit of 
their Writings. 


Cx 4: V. 


Of the Authority of the Antient 
Fathers. 


1h 
HE firſt Author (whoſe Works re- 
main) after the Apoſtolical Writers, 
; is Juſtin the Philoſopher and Mar- 
r; who flouriſh'd in the Middle of the 
econd Century; and was univerſally e- 
ſteem d. and Laird for his Zealous and 
Learned Defences of Chriſtianity, as well 
with Regard to the Few:fh Diſpenſation, 
as the Heathen Theology. 

* 4 Man, ſays Photius, that arrivd to 
the greateſt Heights of Philoſophy both Sa- 
cred and Profane; and abounded with Hi- 
ſtorical Knowledge, and diverſe other Parts 
of Learning, And Euſebius informs us, 
that + he was very Eminent for propagating 
and vindicating the Chriſtian Faith. In 
ſhort, all the Antients that mention him, 
ſpeak of him with great Reverence and 
Applauſe. 
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He has left us the moſt diſtin&t Account 
of the * ſolemn Rites and Cuſtoms, that 
were obſervd by the Primitive Chriſtians 
on the Lord s. Day, of any of the moſt 
Antient Writers. 

He has alſo deliver'd his Thoughts con- 
cerning Free- Mill, Baptiſm, and the Eu- 
chariſt. And has taken frequent Occaſion 
to treat very copiouſly of the Divinity of 
the Eternal ; eſpecially in his moſt 
Celebrated Dialogue with Trypho the Few, 

Now, let ev'ry Sober-Thinker judge, whe- 
ther the Writings of a Perſon, that liv'd 
in Univerſal Repure, ſo near the Time, 
when a Doctrine was reveal'd; which ne- 
ver cou'd have been known but by Reye- 
lation, ought not to be receiv'd with great 
Deference and Eſteem? And whether they 
are not of much greater Weight, in the 
Determining of a Controverſy that de- 
pends upon the Knowledge of Scripture, 
compar'd with Antiquity, than the Novel 
Works of a Socinus or a Crellius. 

This Learned Author is condemn'd by 
+ Mr. Daille (One of the greateſt Cham- 
pions, that our Adverfaries can boaſt of) 
for the Doctrine of the Millennium. But 
alas! that is a Doctrine ſo very intricate 
and obſcure, that a Wiſe Man, 1n theſe 
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Latter Ages, ſhou'd chooſe to ſuſpend his 
Judgement, and forbear either to condemn 
or approve. [2-0 

* Mr. Daille objects further, that he 


ſeems to have believd that the Eſſence of 


God the Father is Finite, and not preſent 
in all Places. But this is a very unfair 
Suggeſtion: for immediately after that Paſ- 


ſage, which Mr. Dazlle refers to, Fuſtin 


ſays, that | God is not containd in 
any Place; not in the Whole World. 
And the Truth is, his Expreſſions rather 
ſeemingly repreſent God the Son as a Finite 
Being. And 'tis but ſeemingly: for that 
Difficulty is ſo fully conſider d and remov'd 
by the moſt Learned Biſhop Bull, in his 


Admirable + Defence of the Nicene Faith, 


that I ſhall ſpend no Time about it. 

As for the other Objections of Mr. 
Daille (excepting one concerning the Juſti- 
fication of the Heathen, which I ſhall 
have Occaſion to conſider afterwards). the 
Utmoſt that they can be ſuppos'd to 
prove, is only that this Holy F. ather had 
emhrac'd two or three ſtrange Notians, of 
no Moment, either as to our Belef or 
Practice. And the beſt Men have had 
their Frailtics and Humours in Matters of 
mere Speculation. Such Objections are too 


* L.2. C. 4. f on xwvpO- 6 mime 7 , © ml 
x4 iow ©) Dialog. cum Tryph. Ju. p. 357: f Sect. 4. 
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weak and frivolous to bring a Man's Judg- 
ment into Queſtion, when he is conſider d 
as a Witneſs; and in thoſe Matters where- 
of he 1s capable of being a proper Judge; 
and is applauded for his Integrity by Men 
of eminent Worth, that liv'd near his 
Time. And if here or elſewhere, I omit 
any of Mr. Daille's Objections, it is either 
for this Reaſon; or elſe, becauſe they are 
ſuch as have had a ſufficient Anſwer al- 
ready in Mr. Reeves's Preface. 

Soon after Juſtin, tis ſupposd that 
' Athenagoras wrote; who allo, in his Apo- 
logy for the Chriſtians, has treated of the 
Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour. And tho” 
he ſeems to have been Maſter of excellenc 
Thought and Reaſoning, I ſhall not inſiſt 
upon his Authority: becauſe I cannot ob- 
ſerve that he is recommended by the Early 
Writers. 

Theophilus of Antioch a Contemporary, 
is mention'd by * Euſebius and + Ferom, and 
applauded by the former, 'for his great 
Zeal in oppoſing the Hereticks of his Time, 
His Works are mention'd by both, and re- 
preſented as Writings of Value. But we 
have nothing now that we can ſafely con- 
clude to be his, but only his three Books 
ad Antolycum. 

Tatian, a Dilciple of Zuftin, and another 


— 
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8 is extoll'd by * Euſebius, for 
his great Skill in Heathen Learning. And St. 
Ferom ſays, that he was a Searing Mem- 
ber of the Church, till he ceas d to be a Member, 

But he was the firſt, ſo far as 1 have been 
able to diſcover, that vented this ground- 
leſs and extravagant Notion, viz. ꝗ that 
the Souls of ſuch as are ignorant of the Truth, 
ſhall diſſolue and periſh as well as their Bo- 
dies; and berais'd again together with them, 
at the general Conſummation. And conſi- 
dering this Monſtrous Error; together with 
his Practices afterwards, I'm apt to think, 
he was a Man of Mr. Wh:ion's unhappy 
Diſpoſition, too inclinable to dote upon 
Whimſies and Heretical Notions. For 
*Jrenæus informs us, that after the Death 
of Juſtin, he revolted from the Church, ex- 
toll d himſelf above all others, and embrac'd 
the Dotirines of the Valentinians and Mar- 
cionites. 

Indeed the next Writer to Juſtin of Emi- 
nent Repute and Univerſal Eſteem, in the 
primitive Church, was this Jrenæus Biſhop 
of Lyons, In his Epiſtle to Florinus, he 
tells him, that he well remember'd the 
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® Fee. Hiſt. L. 4. C. 16. Fuſtini Martyris Sectator ſuit, 
Horens in Eccleſia, quamdiu ab ej us latere non diſceſſit. Cat. 
Script. Ecc. 1 2 gap avs) [ 7 woxa) Fu 
» unde hn TW αννν,e. wriinery I s berger, ini ournacia 
F xerwy ohy To oingh Firam A nwwcie; os aFruracix apr 
Perugn, Orat. p. 1z2, * Adverſus Hareſes, L. 1. C. 31. 
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* bleſſed Polycarp; his Form of Body, and 
Manner of Life; the Diſcqurſes which he 
deliver d to the People; and how he. in- 
formd them of his Converſation with St. 
John and the Ref, who had ſeen our bleſſed 
Lord, and retain'd their Words. 

The Antients are very copious in their 
Encomiums upon, this Author. They = 
him, 4 moſt curious Searcher of all Do- 
trrines; a moſt faithful Witneſs ; a never- 
failing Advocate for the Catholick Faith, 
a bleſſed Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, an Apo- 
ftolical Man, + © xa nav &. mruals d 
x:200wnw@». And if theſe extraordinary 


Characters, and the happy Advantages of 


receiving. Inſtructions from Polycarp, are 


not ſufficient to eſtabliſh the Authority of 


a Writer, we muſt give up all Antiquity, 
for Trick and Fable, 

Now tis a great Satisfaction to find, 
that this Author, whoſe Character and 
Information are fo conſiderable, has left 
us ſome Writings of the greateſt Service 
for determining of the moſt Weighty 
Controverſies. For he hath not only 


wrote the moſt compleat Account of the 
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Hereſies, that infeſted the Primitive Church: 
(without which, tis hardly poſſible to un- 
derſtand many Paſſages of Antiquity ) 
but what is of the higheſt Importance to 
the preſent State of Chriſtianity ; he has 
given a full and clear Account of the Riſe 
and Authority of ſeveral Books of the new 
Teſtament; of the Primitive Faith, as it 
was receiv'd in all the Churches; of the 
Divinity and Incarnation of our bleſſed 
Saviour; of Free-Will, and both the Sa- 
craments; * of the Ordination of a Biſhop 
of Rome by the Apoſtles; and of the Suc- 
ceſſors in that See, of the Ordination of a 
Biſhop of Smyrne by the Apoſtles; and 


intimates, that he coud enumerate the Bi- 


ſhops of other Churches, that were ordain'd 
by the Apoſtles and the ſeveral Succeſſors. 
Theſe Records are fo Diſquieting and 
Vexatious to our Adverſaries, that they 
have been very induſtrious to repreſent this 
Venerable Prelate as Weak and Childiſh. 
Thus for Inſtance, they ridicule him openly, 
for arguing that there were Þ no more than 
four Goſpels ; becauſe there are four Re- 


ide L. 3. C. 3. f Neque autem plura numero quam He- 
ſunt, neque rurſus pauciora capit eſſe Exangelia. Juoniam enim 
quatuor regiones mundi ſunt in quo ſuumus, & quatuor principales 
ſpiritus, & diſſeminata eſt Eccleſia ſuper omnem terram, columma 
autem & firmamentum Eccleſiæ eft Evangelium & Spiritus vita; 
conſequens eſt quatuor habere eam colummas, undique flantes in- 


corruptibilitatem, & %.vificantes homines, Adverſus Hæreſes 
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ions of the World, and four Principal 
inds, &c. | 
But how wild and ridiculous ſoever ſuch 
a Way of Reaſoning may appear to us, at 
this Diſtance, it was pertinent in Jreneus's 
Time : becauſe the Hereticks that he 
chiefly contended with, laid the greateſt 
Streſs upon Numbers. Thus for Inſtance, 
they ſay that * thirty ons are manifeſted 
by the Parable of the Labourers, that were 
ſent into the Vineyard; ſome about the firſt 
Hour, others about the third, others about 
the ſixth, others about the ninth, others 
about the eleventh: which Numbers put to- 
gether amount to thirty. And many ſuch 
idle Arguments they were delighted with. 
So that he only argu'd with them, accord- 
ing to their own Methods of Reaſon- 
ing. 
Mr. + Dailles has preſsd a much more 
formidable Objection, viz. that this Mri- 
ter affirms, that our Saviour was above forty 
Tears of Age when he _—_ This I free- 
ly acknowledge is a Dithculty, that I can- 
not account for, and heartily wiſh that 
our Adverſaries would yield as readily, 
„ A N in] * TxoaGbonis F 116 7 4 1 D 
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te EN e cds, der ob biradrls' ous Yaoay 
Sv ai Tow gn/ Yau Soar uis dave, ＋ F reads Zeal wor - 
Taz. Adverſ. Hæreſ. L. 1. C. 1. T L. z. C. 4. 


— 


when 


Chap. V. the Antient Fathers. 11x 


when they are unable to give a pertinent 
Anſwer. 

But oue Thing deſerves to be conſider d 
here, and that is, it may be ask'd, if this 
great Man was ſo miſtaken, in ſuch a re- 
" markable Matter of Fact, how can we truſt 
to him, as to what he has declar d concern- 
ing the Government of the Church ; the 
Primitive Faith, &c. To which I anſwer, 
that he cou'd not be eaſily miſtaken con- 
cerning the Government of the Church: 
for he ſaw what it then was; *and the 
Succeſſions of Church - Governors were 
ſtritly recorded in his Time. Nor cou'd 
he be eaſily miſtaken concerning the Pri- 
mitive Faith. For F he ſays, that the 
Church throughout the World did preſerve 
that ſame Faith, which it receivd from 
the Apoſtles, as carefully as if all it's 
Members were Inhabitants of one Houſe, 
and of one Heart and one Mind. And, 
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ſays he, altho there are diverſe *Forms of 
Speech in the World, yet Tradition is one 
and the ſame. And neither thoſe Churches 
which are founded in Germany believe 
otherwiſe ; nor thoſe in Spain; nor thoſe in 
Gaul; nor thoſe in the Eaſt; nor thoſe in 
Agypt; nor thoſe in Lybia; nor thoſe in 
the Middle of the World. 

And tis plain, that the Time of our 
Saviour's Abode upon Earth, was not then 
ſo univerſally known amongſt the Learned, 
as the Doctrines of his Religion. For 
* Clemens Alexandrinus intimates, that he 
liv'd but one Year after his Baptiſm. 

Clemens 1s the next Writer. He was a 
Prieſt of Alexandria, that liv'd in great 
Eſteem towards the Cloſe of the ſecond 
Century. Þ Euſebius tells us, that he had 
apply'd himſelf to the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, And q St. Jerom informs us, 
that he was Eminent for his Learning and 
Eloquence, for his Knowledge of divine, 
as well as human Literature. And in * ano- 
ther Place, he mentions him as 4 Man of 
the greateſt Learning, 
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Ad Magnum, | 


He 
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He is moſt famous indeed for what is 
Moral in his Writings. However hardly 
any Writer is more full and expreſs con- 
cerning the Divinity of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. | 

'Tis our Misfortune that his Hypotypoſes 
are loſt. It is true that Photius condemns 
them: * but Euſebius, a much earlier Wri- 
ter, ſays nothing to leſſen their Authority; 
but tells us, that in them he had deliver d 
a Compendious Account of all the Scriptures, 
not omitting thoſe that were doubted of. 
However, in thoſe Works that remain, he 
gives us ſome Reaſon to believe, that the 

piſtle to the Hebrews is a Book of equal 
Authority with the Reſt: for Þ he quotes 
it as St. Paul's, without the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Diſtruſt. 

Mr. Daille takes his wonted Freedom in 
beſtowing Remarks upon this Writer ; and 
blames him, with Others, for Teaching 
+ that before the Coming of our Saviour Phi- 
loſophy was neceſſary to the Fuſtification of 
the Heathen; and that it was to them a 
School-maſter to bring them to Chriſt, as 
the Law was to the Fews, In anſwer to 
which Objection I obſerve, that this and 
other Holy Fathers may be fairly allow'd 
to have underſtood no more than what 


— 
—— 
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St. Pan! himſelf has Taught, vis. & that 
when the Gentiles, which have not the Law, 
do by Nature the Things contain'd in the 
Law, theſe having not the Law, are 4 
Law to themſelves: which ſhew the Work 
of the Law written in their Hearts, their 
Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and their 
Thoughts the mean while accufing, or elſe 
— one another. 

As for what, Mr. Daills has objected 
againſt this Writer, upon the Account of 
ſome abſurd Tenets; the ſame Anſwer may 
ſuffice that was given concerning Juſtin 
Martyr. And, 

I deſcend to the next Writer, viz. Ter- 
ftullian, a Prieſt of Carthage. Our Adver- 
ſaries often fly to him for Refuge, and en- 
deavour to Skreen themſelves under his 
Authority. And 'tis happy for us, that 
we have no Reaſon to envy them, in their 
Choice of ſuch an Advocate. Learned he 
was, and wanted not African Rhetorick; 
but they cou d hardly have taken up with 
a Writer more raſh, unguarded and incon- 
ſiſtent. His Inconſiſtency is notorious, even 
in thoſe very Matters tor which they ex- 
toll him. I ſhall give plain Inſtances of 
what I affirm; and begin with a Contra- 
diction, in a moſt momentous Article of 
a Chriſtian's Faith, 
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This was the Father thay pavd the Way 
to Arianiſm: * for in one Diſcourſe he 
tells us expreſly that, here was a Time, 
when the Son was not. But then Þ in ano- 
ther, he ſays as expreſly, that tis neceſſary 
to believe that God is Immutable and Eter- 
nal, and that the Word is God. 

In one Treatiſe he argues thus. 4 Tie 
fooliſh to imagine that what is not Lawful 
to Prieſts, is Lawful to the Laity ; are not 
we Lay-Men Prieſts? It is written he hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God and 
his Father, This and what follows the 
* Authors of the Rights receive with no 
{mall Joy and — 

And to the ſecond Defence of that 
Book, there is added a Tranſlation of a 
T Tract of Hugo Grotius grounded upon 
this Paſſage of Tertullian. 

But now in another Treatiſe, the ſame 


Tertullian as warmly reproaches the Laity 
for this Plea. + For when, ſays he, we 


are puff d up, and extoll our Selves in Op- 
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® Fuit autem tempus, cum ( deliflum & filius non fuit. 
Adverſus Hermogenem. C. 3. f Ceterum, Deum immutabilem 
& informabilem credi neceſſe eſt, ut æternum Ser mo au- 
tem Deus. Adverſus Praxeam. C. 27, + Vani erimus, fs pu- 
taverimus quod Sacerdotibus non liceat, laicis licere. Nonne 
laici Sacerdotes ſumus ! Scriptum eſt, Regnum quoque nos & Sa- 
cerdotes Deo & Patri ſuo fecit. De Exhortat. Caſtitatis. C. 9. 
* See p. 168. f De Cane adminiſtratione, ubi Paſtores non 
ſunt. + Quum extollimur te inflamur adverſus Clerum , 
tunc unum omnes ſumus; tune omnes Sacerdotes ; quia Sacerdotes 


uo, Deo + Patri fecit. De Monogam, C. 12. 
i 8 2 poſition 
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Poſition to the Clergy, then truly we are all 
one; then we are all Prieſts : becauſe he 
hath made us Prieſts unto God and his Fa- 
ther. And in another Treatiſe, when he 
laſhes the Hereticks with great Vehemency, 
* he imputes it as a Fault amongſt others, 
that chey entruſted the Sacerdotal Power 
in Lay Hands. To Day a Deacon, ſays 
he, to Morrow a Reader ; to Day a Pres- 
vyter, to Morrow a Lay-Man. For they en- 
joyn the Laity to perform Sacerdotal Offices. 

To give one Inſtance more of his In- 
conſiſtency, in one Book f he condemns 
even fir/t Marriages. +1n another he con- 
demns thoſe, that condemn firſ? Mar- 
riages. 

Theſe are Inconſiſtences too plain to be 
deny d, and too flagrant to be defended. 
So that, I think, neither our Adverſaries, 
nor we have any Reaſon to allow much 
Deference to the Authority of Tertullian. 

Such another flowing, rhetorical, un- 
guarded Writer, was the Author of a Book 
de Trinitate, ſupposd to be Novatian. 
The Treatiſe is printed with Tertullian's 


* Hodie Diaconus, qui cras Lector: hodie Presbyter qui cras 
Laicus. Nam (+ Laicis Sacerdotalia munera injungunt. 
Præſcript. Hzret. C. 41. + Ergo, inquis jam & primas, id 
eſt, unas nuptias deſtruis. Non immerito, quoniam & ipſe ex eo 
conſtant, quo & ſtruprum. De Exhortat. Caſt. C. 9. + Heretici 
nuptias auferunt, Pfychici ingerunt Verum neque conti- 


nentia ejuſ modi laudanda, quia heretica eſt ; neque licentia defen- 


denda, quia Pſychica eft. De Monogam. C. 1. 


Works, 
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Works, and therefore I mention it's ſup- 
posd Author in this Place; tho' he was 
not the next in Time. 

There 1s no great Reaſon to be much 
concern'd about His Notions. However 
I muſt obſerve, that either * Biſhop Bull 
has urg d what is ſufficient to clear Nova- 
tian from the Charge of Arianiſin; or elſe 
Novatian muſt be given up for a Contra- 
dictory Writer. And if the latter be neceſ- 
ſary, then neither our Adverſaries nor we 
can claim him for an Advocate. 

I come in the next Place to Minucius 


Felix, who, as 'tis ſuppos'd, was near Ter- 


tullian and before Cyprian, but we cannot 
exactly learn the Time, when he wrote. 

He compos'd an Elegant Defence of 
Chriſtianity in Oppoſition to Paganiſm: in 
which he has interwoven excellent Proofs 
of the Being and Unity of a God, and 
an ovyer-ruling Providence: but furniſhes 
us with nothing of Moment, that is appli- 
cable to the chief Diſputes amongſt us at 
preſent. And therefore, I ſuppoſe our 
Adverſaries will not contend with us about 
his Treatiſe. 

There is no Occaſion to give an Ac- 
count of Hippolytus; becauſe it doth not 
appear, that we have any Treatiſe of Ma- 
ment that belong d to him, but what is 
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* Defenſ. Fidei Nicanæ, Sect. 2. C. 10. Sect. 3. C. g. 
" COT» 


142 Of the Amthority of Chap. V. 
corrupted and interpolated, and conſe- 
quently unfit to be rely'd upon. 

And the only Work of Ammonius Ale. 
xandrinus, the next Writer, that is extant, 


is his Harmony of the Goſpels ; which 


conſiſts of a Mixture of them; ſometimes 
he tranſcrib'd from one, ſometimes from 
another, in Order to ſet the Hiſtory in a 
clearer Light. He is moſt remarkable up- 
on the Account of Origen his Scholar, 
whoſe Piety, Induſtry, and natural Abili- 
ties, I come now to conſider. And I ſhall 

ive a faithful Account, according to the 

ecords that I meet with in* Euſebius and 
Þ Ferom. 

He was a Man of wonderful natural En- 
dowments, and unwearied Application (as 
1 believe moſt of our Adverſaries will rea- 
dily grant) and was inſtructed in moſt Parts 
of human Literature; Logic, Geometry, 
Arithmetick, Grammar and Rhetorick; and 
in the Doctrines of ev'ry Sect of Philoſo- 
phers. 

And being born of Chriſtian Parents, 
he had the Advantages of an early Piety, 
and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures; 
to which Study he was chiefly addicted, 
and prompted by Inclination to examine 

the moſt abſtruſe Parts of Sacred Writ. 


— 


+ Euſeb. Ecc. Hiſt. L. 6. Cap. 2, 3. Hieron. Catal. 


He 
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He abſtain d from the uſual Refreſhments 

of Life, and betook himſelf to a conſtant 
Courſe of Auſterity and Mortification. 
He had a Soul prepar' d to encounter the 
greateſt Hardſhips, to ſtruggle with Po- 
— — Perſecution, without Anxiety 
and Horrour; he thirſted for Martyrdom, 
but cou'd not obtain it, tho' he courted it 
when the Storm was Violent. His Name 
was mention'd with Honour and Reve- 
rence in all Parts, for his great Piety and 
uſeful Inſtructions. And he was ordain'd 
a Presbyter by the Impoſition of the Hands 
of two Biſhops. 

But now it muſt be confeſsd, that this 
ur Man plung'd himſelf into dangerous 

rrors: and tho he has had many conſi- 
derable Advocates, they have not been 
able to wipe out ev'ry Stain, and clear his 
Character as to all Particulars. Therefore 
his Works ought to be read with the ut- 
moſt Caution, and carefully compar'd with 
other Antient Books, that it may appear 
when he deliver'd the Senſe of the Church; 
and when he only brought forth the Fruits 
of a ſtrong Imagination. 

Indeed, it ſeems rather to have been his 
Misfortune than his Crime, and owing to 
a warm and lively Genius, that often puſh'd 
him forward, and allow'd him not Time 
enough for mature Thought and Refle- 
ction, And he had ſome excellent Qua- 

lities, 


. 
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lities, that I cou'd wiſh all our Adver- 


ſaries were inclinable to imitate, vis. that 


when he deliver'd his Opinion, he did 


it with * great Modeſty, Humility and Sub- 


miſſion. a 


As for Julius Africanus, we have no- | 
thing of Moment, that he wrote, but Part 


of a Letter to reconcile the Genealogies 
in St. Matthew and St. Luke; and ſome 
Remains of Chronography. The former 
is contain'd in I Euſebiuss Hiſtory. 
Therefore I deſcend to Gregory a Scho- 
lar of Origen's, and afterwards Biſhop of 
Neocæſarea; a Scholar worthy ſo great a 
Maſter. 
His Panegyrick on Origen is a Teſti- 
mony of his lively Parts and early Under- 
ſtanding. He was call'd Thaumaturgus , 
upon the Account of many ſignal Won- 
ders he wrought: ſome of which are re- 
corded by Þ St. Baſel. And ſays that Au- 
thor, * where ſhall I place the great Gre- 
gory? Shall I not rank him with the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, a Man that was guided 
by the ſame Spirit, and trod in the Steps of 
the Saints throughout his Life? His great 
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* Vide Pamphlili Apol. f L. 1. C. 7. + De Spirit. 
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Piety is here recorded by St. Baſil; as his 
3 Learning is applauded by * Gregory 

en. For he tells us, that as the Scrip- 
ture ſays, Moſes was learned in all the Wiſ- 


dom of the Agyptians; ſ after this great 


. Man had been inſtructed in all the Learn- 


ing of the Greeks, and diſcover'd the Weak- 
neſs and Inconſiſtency of their Opinions, he 
became 4 Diſciple of the Goſpel. 


His Expoſition of the Faith is of the 
higheſt Importance, as to the Controver- 
ſies about the Trinity; which is atteſted 
and repeated by I Gregory Nyſſen. 

After Gregory Thaumaturgus, | may men- 
tion another eminent Diſciple of Origen's, 
Dionyſus Biſhop of Alexandria, ityl'd 
Dionyſius the Great. There is a ſhort = 
ſtle of his againſt Paulus Samoſetenſis (till 
extant; and of great Weight as to the 


Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity. 


There is alſo a Canonical Epiſtle to Ba- 
ſilides: but that is of no Moment in our 
Modern Diſputes. The Authority of the 
former, which has been queſtion'd, is 4 vin- 
dicated by Biſhop Bull. 


* Kays c&! F Marius prey n You » - imud\ om UI 
ooch i T Aloha ds #94 6 big ds. Alg mens iA 
* N EAA, ,es, , Ves 7 melee A mig aun 
dh v ab wi; © ano, warn, jd, dN. 
De Vita Gregor. Thau. p. 972. + Pag.978, 979 f Defen/. 
Fid. Nic. Sect. 2, C. 11. p. 148, &c. 
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I proceed in the next Place to the Glory 
of the third Century, the Divine Cyprian 
Biſhop of Carthage and Martyr; of whom 
I may truly ſay, as Tully ſaid of Cato, quo 
nemo vir melior natus eſt, nemo pietate præ- 
ſtantior. And if he had been bred up, 
under all the Advantages of Cicero, ſo far 
as I can gather from the Majeſty of his 
Thoughts, and the peculiar Strength and 
Grandeur of his Expreſſions, he muſt have 
been eſteem'd Superior, in Oratory, even 
to that great Genius. But *rwas his Misfor- 
tune to fall ſhort in the Purity of Lan- 


guage. 


Altho' he was a conſtant Admirer of 
Tertullian, and far excell'd him in flowing | 


Expreſſions, yet he had ſuch a Judicious 
Conduct, ſuch a Steddy and Religious 
Diſpoſition; that in the warmeſt Exerciſes 
of his Talent, he was never ſo tranſported 
beyond the Bounds of Truth and Reaſon, 
as to fall upon thoſe Rocks that prov'd ſo 
fatal to Tertullian. But his Works are 
an everlaſting Bulwark of the Chriſtian 
Church; and ſuch a weighty Burthen up- 
on the Necks of our Adverſaries, as they 
arc neither able to bear, nor to remove. 
So true it is, what Pontius his Deacon | 
(who wrote a moſt admirable Account of |: 
his Life) hath ſaid. Eloquentiæ ejus ac dei 
gratie larga fecunditas ita ſe copia & uber- 
tale 
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tate Sermonis extendit, ut uſque in finem 
mundi fortaſſe non taceat. 


'Tis happy for this Church, which has 
been attack'd on all Sides, that ſhe has 
ſuch a durable Treaſure to ſupport and de- 
fend her, againſt a promiſcuous Croud of 
Gainſayers. For this admir'd Prelate has 
treated on almoſt ev'ry Thing that con- 
cerns us, as a Matter of Chriſtian Reve- 
lation, viz. The Trinity; the Hierarchy of 
the Church; Baptiſm; Confirmation; the 
Euchariſt ; Unity, and its Oppoſites ; Hæ- 
reſy and Schiſm. Eſpecially in the follow- 
ing Parts of his Works. De Unitate 
Eccleſiæ. Epiſt. 3. 15. 16. 44 64. 66. 71. 
73. 7475. de Orat. Dominica, * p. 147. de 
bono Patientiæ, p. 216. de Lapſis, p. 133. 


And in ſhort his Compoſitions are fo 
ſingularly valuable, that ſays St. F Zerom, 
hujus ingenii ſuperfluum eſt indicem texere, 
quum ſole clariora ſint ejus opera. 


There are two Epiſtles of Cornelins Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, to St. Cyprian, and printed 
with his Works; which are always rank'd 
amongſt the Writings of the Antient Fa- 
thers. And theſe alſo tend to confirm 
the Hierarchy of the Church. 


r 


* Biſhop Fell's Edition. + Cat. Scrip. Fcc. 
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As for Methadius, I cannot find that we 
have any Thing of his that is pure and 
genuine but only Fragments. For * Pho- 


rius ſays, that his Sympoſium was very much 
corrupted, 


But there are two or three Writers more, 
that are often rank'd with the Fathers of 
the third Century, tho* they more pro- 
perly belong to the fourth; and I ſhall 
give a brief Account of them. 


The moſt conſiderable, was Peter Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria and Martyr, There is 
nothing of his extant, but fifteen Canons 
relating chiefly to the Diſcipline and Be- 
baviour of the Chriſtians in the Times of 
Perſecution. But the laſt of the Canons, 
is concerning the Obſervation of the Lord's- 


Day, and the Wedneſday and Friday Faſts. 


At the ſame Time Arnobius liv'd, who 
wrote ſeven Books againſt the Gentiles; but 
they are of ſmall Weight, being compos d 
juſt upon his Converſion, when he was 
not fully inſtructed in the Faith. 


The laſt is Lactantius, who was a com- 
pleat Maſter of natural Senſe and Reaſon- 
ing; and wrote in a more pure and beauti- 
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ful Style than any of the Antient Fathers. 
But as a Chriſtian Writer his Authority is 
not great: for he had obtain'd but a lame 
and zmperfe& Knowledge of Chri/tianity. 


I ſhall give two or three Inſtances of his 
Deficiency. He ſuggeſts that * God par- 
dons only the Sins of Infirmity ; quite con- 
trary to expreſs Scripture. He affirms, that 
tis unlawful ta make Mar; or to accuſe 
any Perſon of a Capital Offence. And St. 
Jerom lays, that in his Epiſtles to Deme- 
trianus, he deny'd the Exiſtence of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 ſhall briefly exprefs his Character 


in the Words of the moſt Eminent Biſhop 


Bull. | 


* Erat ſcriptor ille pene rudis diſcipline 
Chriſtiane, & in Rhetorica melius, quam in 
T heologia verſatus. | 


I have now gone through that Exami- 
nation, which I propos'd; and have given 
a faithful and compendious Account of the 
Fathers of the firſt three Centuries, who have 
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* Ignoſcitur iis, qui ad peccatum, imprudenter incauteque labun- 
tur: veniam non habet, qui ſciens peccat. L.6. C.1J. + Neque 
mulitare juſto licebit, eujus militia eft in ipſa juſtitia ; neque vers 
accuſare quenquam crimine capitali: quia nihil diſtat utrumne 
ferro, an werbo potins recite ipſa prolubetur. L. 6. C. 20. 
+ Lactantius in libris ſuis, & maxime in Epiſtolis ad Demetria- 
num, Spiritus Sancti negat ſubſtantiam. Pammach & Ocean. 
Epiſ. 41. p. 345» * Defenſ. Fid. Nic. Sect. 2. C. 114. 
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left any Works that are ſtill extant ; ex- 
cepting the Authors of a few Fragments. 
And I hope it plainly appears, that the 
. Glory of the Fathers, of thoſe Ages, is not 
due to the Vanity of modern learned Men. 
But that, on the contrary there were ſe- 
veral Writers ſufficiently qualify'd and re- 
markably Induſtrious 0 learn, and teach, 
and obey the Precepts of the Goſpel. And 
conſequently their Writings are ſo far from 
obſtructing a right Freedom of Thought, 
that they are of a very great Importance 
in our Religions Enquiries. 


* Diſcant Celfus, Porphyrius, Fultanus, 
rabidi adverſis Chriſtum canes ; diſcant eo- 
rum Sectatores (qui putant Eccleſiam nullos 
Philoſophos & Eloquentes, nullos habuiſſe 
Doctores) quanti & quales viri eam funda- 
verint, exſtruxerint, & adornaverint; &. 
deſinant fidem noſtram ruſtice tantum ſampli- 
citatis arguere, ſuamque potius imperitiam 
agnoſcant. 
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* Hieron. Prolog. in Librum de Scriptoribus Eccleſiaſticis. 
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